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The EPLO Director, 
Prof. Spyridon 
Flogaitis, presents 
the Activity Report 
January 2012 – 
December 2014 in 
this note, reflecting 
on the years the 
report is covering and 
looking into what the 
future holds for the 
European Public law 
Organization.

A brief presentation 
of the EPLO which 
has executed more 
than 200 projects 
and activities in over 
70 countries until 
now. Our mission, our 
history, our partners, 
our European 
Scientific Council with 
its 228 members, the 
recent Memoranda 
of Understanding 
and the institutional 
development.
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Director’s

Note
About us

The status and 
the evolution in 
recent years of 
our international 
Organization in 5 
illustrated graphics. 
14 countries, 
the European 
Commission, the 
Council of Europe, 
64 universities 
and 5 International 
Organizations and 
public authorities are 
now members of the 
Board of Directors of 
the EPLO.
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At a glance

The years from 2012 to 
2014 are a period that 
the EPLO focused on 
education. New initiatives 
were inaugurated: 
The European Law 
and Governance 
School, the Academy 
of Transparency and 
Human Rights, the Global 
Law and Governance 
Summer School, the 
EPLO Cambridge Campus 
at Wolfson College and 
the European Institute 
of Management and 
Governance, one of 
its first activities is 
the Distance Learning 
Training Program.
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Why education 
is our priority
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Technical 
cooperation is one 
of the main activities 
of the EPLO. From 
January 2012 until 
December 2014, 
17 projects were in 
progress in more 
than 25 countries. 
Protecting children 
from trafficking 
and offering legal 
support, as well as 
the strengthening of 
copyright and related 
rights, were among 
the targeted issues.

During the period 
from January 
2012 to December 
2014, the EPLO has 
organized 31 events 
on themes relevant 
to its mission. The 
sovereign debt crisis 
in Europe and the 
state reforms that 
this situation calls for: 
well as the problems 
of Mediterranean 
countries due to 
migration were on 
top of the agenda.  

71 -  84 107 -  144
Events

Seven big research 
projects were implemated 
during the years 2012-
2014: FIDUCIA - New 
European crimes & 
trust-based policy, Access 
to Justice for children at 
risk of social exclusion, 
Combating Trafficking 
for labor exploitation, 
Factsheets on Rights of 
Victims, Criminal Justice 
with the e-tool system, 
Restorative Justice in 
Europe - Safeguarding 
victims, empowering 
professionals and the 
cases of domestic 
violence.

85 -  106
Research

A detailed 
presentation of 
all EPLO’s books. 
At the beginning of 
2013 all publications, 
broken down into 
7 categories, were 
undertaken by the 
Organization while 
a new website was 
launched that offers 
the opportunity for 
online shopping of 
books.

145  -  166
Publications
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The European 
Public Law Library 
located in the 
headquarters of the 
EPLO at Sounion, is 
one of the largest 
specialized academic 
law libraries in 
Europe with a 
catalogue of over 
33,000 volumes on 
Public Law in more 
than 13 languages.

167 - 169
Library

All the offices of 
the EPLO around 
the world. The 
headquarters in 
Greece (Athens 
and Sounion), the 
four branches in 
Romania, Moldova, 
Crete (Greece) and 
Armenia and the 8 
regional offices in 
Belgium, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Ukraine 
(Mariupol and 
Odessa), Nicaragua, 
Mexico, Slovakia 
and Iran.

171 - 177
Locations
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Sir David Glyndwr 
  Tudor Williams

THIS REPORT IS DEDICATED TO

Sir David Glyndwr Tudor Williams, QC, 
DL (22 October 1930 – 6 September 
2009), was a barrister and the first 

full-time Vice-Chancellor of the University of 
Cambridge, 1989–1996. 
He was one of the very few founding 
members of the European Group of Public 
Law in 1989. He followed closely and actively 
its activities and was elected unanimously 
President of the European Scientific Council 
of the EPLO in 2008. 
On the occasion of the celebration of the 
15 years of the EGPL, in 2004 the Group 
proposed a laudatio honoring Sir David for 
his instrumental role in the enlargement and 
success of the EGPL.
Sir David was one of the greatest donors 
of the European Public Law Library “Michel 
Stassinopoulos” of the EPLO and the 
Guesthouse of the EPLO at its premises in 
Sounion is named after him. 
He had been awarded honorary degrees by 
a dozen institutions, including an honorary 
LLD from the University of Cambridge and 
a Doctor of Civil Law from the University of 
Western Ontario. 
Sir David died from cancer on 6 September 
2009 at the age of 78.



Why education 
is our priority

Europe is changing. We stand at a 
critical moment in our times where 
policy-making is often reactive 

to global events rather than proactive 
and decisions are often taken as crisis 
response rather than as a result of 
lengthy contemplation. 
The experience of the past five years, 
marked by the eurozone crisis, has 
sparked the most extensive debate to-
date on the kind of Europe governments, 
communities and citizens want. 
Diverse, yet uniform, Europe is a sum of 
millions of voices, a hundred of ideas and 

one global actor to the rest of the world. 
How integrated we are and how much 
we would like to be, in which areas and 
in which way, is the central issue of the 
debate. 
Regardless of the outcome, there is one 
aspect we are very much integrated 
and in an incredible way, and which we 
often overlook in our discussions, failing 
thus to grasp its significance for our 
present and our future, and this is in our 
fundamental values. 
And though we debate on the level 
of integration of states and societies 
-and at times perceive our pluralism 
as impediment to a collective course 
forward – it seems that our fundamental 
values in the core of our Union connect 
us in a way that one may dare say that 
complete integration is predetermined 
and consequential of what lies in the 
core. 
What is more, multilateral institutions, 
established beyond the state, and 
operating on the basis of these 
fundamental values, European in their 

Prof. Spyridon Flogaitis 
Director, President  
of the Board of Directors

These days the 
policy-making 
is often reactive 
to global events 

rather than 
proactive
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origin, no longer solely function as 
platforms of discussion and gatherings, 
but also legitimately exercise soft power 
that is crucial in effective state building 
and cooperation among states. 
So if one considers what is happening in 
Europe today, it is not far from what is 
happening in our country of residence, 
Greece.  
There is contest between new public 
management coming more or less from 
policy-making in multilateral institutions, 
responsive to international challenges, 
and traditional state structures. 
The debate causing internal polarization 
is mainly due to the fact that there has 
not been given a sufficient period for 
adaptation, for the society to mature 
and accept the changes, evolve by itself 
to accept them. Transplants, whether in 
terms of structures or ideas, can cause 
systemic failings. 

Adaptation is fundamental. And for 
the European Public Law Organization 
(EPLO), the transformative agent, what 
accelerates adaptation, is education. 
A new chapter is opening for the EPLO 
with the closing of the first half of 2014. 
Our institution was founded on the 
basis of promoting the rule of law, 
which is the means for safeguarding 
these fundamental values in Europe and 
beyond, maintaining peace and ensuring 
effective economic, political and social 
development. 
This is our mandate. At the same time, 
and during this critical time in European 
history, we consider that education 
should be our priority.  
We envision elevating the academic 
sector into the multilateral level, a 
multilateral higher education institution. 
With the closing of this reporting period, 
we are launching the European Law and 
Governance School. 
As I have stated no long ago “we now live 
in an era where the balance is shifting 
away from the struggle to build states 
based on democratic values, towards 
fundamental values existing above and 
beyond the borders of nations and states, 
under the watchful gaze of judges bound 
by the rule of law”.  
Imagine what education can achieve 
for society, operating in the manner by 
which multilateral institutions are. 

Our fundamental 
values in the core 

of our Union 
connect us 
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To this date the EPLO has developed, organized, 
promoted  and supported close to 200 educational, 
research, training and institution building activities

Areas 
of Presence

Partnerships

8

About us

Activity Report 2015
EUROPEAN PUBLIC LAW ORGANIZATION

T he EPLO is an international organization 
dedicated to the creation and dissemination 

of knowledge in the area of public law lato sensu, 
including but not limited to inter alia national, 
comparative and European public law, human rights 
law and environmental law for a better generation of 
lawyers and democratic institutions worldwide.
The EPLO was established in 2007 in Athens, Greece, 
as the continuation of the European Public Law 
Center (EPLC), a non-profit institution of international 

character, established in 1995 under the Law of the 
Hellenic Republic. To this date it has developed, 
organized, promoted and supported close to 200 
educational, research, training, institution building 
and other activities and has provided assistance to 
democratic institutions in more than 70 countries. 
In order to accomplish its purposes, the EPLO 
promotes cooperation with other institutions, 
organizations and bodies, in particular organizations 
in the United Nations system.

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, 
Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada, 
Chile, Colombia, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Egypt, Estonia, Fiji, France, 
FYROM, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Hungary, India, Iran, Israel, Italy, Jordan, 
Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Latvia, Lebanon, Libya, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Mauritius, 
Mexico, Moldova, Montenegro, Morocco, The Netherlands, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Palestinian 
Territories, , Peru, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Somalia, 
Spain, Sudan, Switzerland, Syria, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukraine, 
United Kingdom, Vietnam.

The EPLO works closely with partner institutions from all over the world, most 
notably: Maintains close ties with organizations in the United Nations system; Signed 
a cooperation agreement with the United Nations system for the promotion of human 
rights of indigenous peoples and ethnic communities in Nicaragua; Is a founding 
member of the International Anti-Corruption Academy; Is a member of 
the European Network of Implementing Development Agencies 
(EUNIDA); Became a partner in the World Bank’s Global Forum 
on Law, Justice and Development having endorsed the 
Joint Declaration and Statement of Commitment on 
Supporting the Global Forum on Law, Justice 
and Development.
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Countries
are members

International 
Organizations and  
Public Authorities

are members

Universities 
and Institutions 
are members

14 6
64

Our position
ACTIVITY REPORT 2015
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Activity Report 2015
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

1. Education and training
European Law and Governance School (ELGS): 
Aiming to be continuously at the forefront of 
research and education, the EPLO has developed 
a special Agency by the name of European Law 
and Governance School to offer undergraduate, 
postgraduate & executive education programs, with 
a unique design, incomparable curriculum and fresh 
material. The ELGS aims to form the next generation 
of Europe’s lawyers, governance specialists 
and leaders. It is supported by a consortium of 
Universities and by an extensive faculty network 
comprised of professors and practitioners from 
leading institutions worldwide. Academy of European 

Public Law: Established in 1995, the Academy 
enjoys a reputation as the primary destination for 
scholarship in public law within Europe's dynamic 
setting. The Academy offers study sessions leading 
to the Intensive International Master of Laws 
(I.I.LL.M.) in European Public Law or the Certificate of 
Attendance in European Public Law. More than 500 
students have graduated and are currently serving 
outstanding careers.

Academy of Transparency and Human Rights: 
Established considering good governance as the 

basis of progress in society, and the 

principles of transparency in public activity and the 
protection of human rights as the basis for achieving 
good governance, the Academy has programs that 
take place worldwide and include academic training 
courses, executive tailor-made training courses and 
an executive Master's program. 

Global Law & Governance Summer School: 
An intensive full week program in English, from 
leading international faculty, with a completely 
interdisciplinary approach to law and policy.

More activities include: The European Institute 
of Management, the Training Institute for Law & 
Governance, the Institute for Humanities & Culture 
Nicos Svoronos and the Brčko National School of 
Public Administration.

2. Research
Research is one of the core pillars of the EPLO’s 
activity, and to this effect it implements and supports 
scientific research and related scientific publications. 
The EPLO’s research activities explore policy 
alternatives and provide technical legal advice to 
national authorities, addressing a wide range of 
academic and policy issues within the broad field of 
public law, including justice reform, public admini-
stration, criminal law, women, children, minorities 
and other vulnerable groups’ rights, victims’ 
rights, migration and trafficking in human beings, 
among others. Research studies involve the EPLO’s 
cooperation with specialized institutions such as the 
World Bank, the University of Oxford, the Max 
Plank Institute, the Center for the Study of 
Democracy in Bulgaria, the National 
School of Political Studies and 
Public Administration 
in Romania, and 
others.

Four 
pillars 
of our work
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3.  Institution building -  
     Technical cooperation
The EPLO implements a large number of technical 
cooperation projects which assist governments and 
institutions all over the world in promoting human 
rights, the rule of law, democratization processes, law 
enforcement, public administration reform, sustainable 
development law, and alignment of national legislations 
to the EU acquis. 
Within this framework, the EPLO’s diverse actions 
include providing technical legal advice to national 
authorities, training for judges and civil servants, 
capacity and institution building directed at 
modernizing and upgrading public structures and 
institutions or aimed at the empowerment of civil 
society and local NGOs, as well as raising public 
awareness.

4. Publications
Since 2013, the EPLO has undertaken as a Publisher the 
European Review of Public Law (ERPL) and its special 
editions, as well as other periodical 
editions and stand-alone 
publications 

dealing with public law issues.  
The ERPL is a quarterly publication, established in 
1989 to create an international forum for analysis 
and discussion of issues in the development of 
constitutional and administrative law in Europe.  
Not only does it examine a wide range  
of issues that relate to the European Union,  
the European Convention on Human Rights, the 
national public law and practices, as well as to  
their mutual interaction and influence but it also covers 
other jurisdictions that interplay with the European 
Public Law systems and/or offer relevant comparative 
insights.
The Review is accompanied by 4 special editions:  

 “European Public Law Series”
“European Papers”
“Academy of European Public Law Series” and    
“European Environmental Law Series”.   

Other publications include the periodical “Central and 
Eastern European Legal Studies” and many stand-alone 
books.

New website with e-shop: A new website of the EPLO 
Publications (www.eplopublications.eu), within which an 
e-shop is functioning, is now in place. 
Readers can find information about EPLO publications 
and instantly buy them online (hard copy or digital 
version) through a simple process.

The work of the 
EPLO focuses 
on four pillars, 
each perpetually 
contributing  
to the  
improvement  
of the other  
through an 
integrative approach.

3
4

1

2

Institution 
building
Technical 

cooperation

Research

Education  
& training

Publications

ACTIVITY REPORT 2015

www.eplopublications.eu 
Readers can find information about EPLO 

publications and instantly buy them online (hard 
copy or digital version) through a simple process.



The 
signatory 
powers

Countries, International Organizations, Public Authorities
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

More than 
70 countries 
with the presence 

of the EPLO

ACTIVITY REPORT 201512

The signatory powers recognized  
the importance of public law and the 
need to further promote its scientific, 
research, educational, training
and institution building dimensions

T he EPLO was created as an international 
organization with suitable governance, full 

international legal personality and status, upon 
the initiative of the Hellenic Republic, by the 
“Agreement for the Establishment and Statute of 
the European Public Law Organization”, signed 
by several powers on 27 October 2004. The 
creation of the EPLO became effective in 2007. 
At this time 14 Countries, the European 
Commission, the Council of Europe, 4 Public 
Authorities and 64 Universities/Institutions are 
members. 
The signatory powers recognized the importance 
of public law and the need to further promote 
its scientific, research, educational, training, 
institution building and other dimensions for a 
better generation of lawyers and democratic 
institutions worldwide, and the promotion of 
European values through public law throughout 
the world.
The Agreement for the Establishment and 
Statute of the European Public Law Organization 
(EPLO) remains open for adhesion by other 
powers.



Hellenic 
Republic

Republic  
of Cyprus

Italian  
Republic

French  
Republic

Republic  
of Estonia

Bosnia &  
Herzegovina

Republic 
of Albania

Republic 
of Moldova

European 
Commission

Council  
of Europe

Republic of 
Azerbaijan

Republic  
of Armenia

Ukraine Georgia Romania

Republic 
of Serbia

Countries

Public Authorities 
- Ministry of Justice,  
- Transparency & Human Rights, Greece
- Ministry of Administrative Reform
& e-Governance, Greece
- Brčko District, Bosnia & Herzegovina

- Hellenic Parliament

International Organizations  
- European Commission 
- Council of Europe

Board of Directors

ACTIVITY REPORT 2015 13
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■ Administrative Law Foundation

ARGENTINA

■  University of Paris I 
Panthéon-Sorbonne

■  University of Paris II  
Panthéon-Assas

■  Graduate School of Legal,  
Political and Economic  
Sciences and Management

■  University of Lille II
■   University  

Montesquieu-Bordeaux IV
■  University of Toulouse I
■  Association for the  

International Foundation  
for Public Finance

■  Sciences Po Paris 
Paris Descartes University

■  National and Capodistrian 
University of Athens

■  Institute of Constitutional 
Research, National & Capodistrian 
University of Athens

■  Democritus University of Thrace
■  Panteion University of Social  

and Political Sciences
■  Aristotle University of Thessaloniki
■  University of the Aegean

FRANCE

GREECE

■  Australian Institute of 
Comparative Legal Systems

■ University of Graz

■  Dresden University  
of Technology 

■  University  of OsnabrÜck

■  National Law University, Delhi

■  Shahid Beheshti University

AUSTRALIA

AUSTRIA

GERMANY

INDIA

IRAN

■  Belarus Institute of Law

BELARUS

■  Caribbean Law Institute Centre, 
University of the West Indies

BARBADOS

■ Caucasus University

GEORGIA

■ University of Montreal 

■ University of East Sarajevo 

CANADA

BOSNIA  
& HERZEGOVINA

■  European University of Cyprus 

CYPRUS

Universities & Institutions
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

■  University of Rome “La Sapienza”
■  University of Teramo
■  University of Naples L’Orientale
■   University of Perugia
■  University of Trento
■  University of Parma Kore 
■  University of Enna

ITALY
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Universities and 
Institutions in the 
Board of Directors

Joined 
EPLO

 in 2012

Joined 
EPLO

 in 2013

Joined 
EPLO

 in 2014

64 5 1 1

Member Universities 
& Institutions

National and Capodistrian University of Athens, Greece

Shahid Beheshti University, Iran

University «La Sapienza»  of Rome, Italy

Queen’s University  of Belfast, United Kingdom

Université Paris 5 René Descartes, France

ACTIVITY REPORT 2015
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■  University of Luxembourg

LUXEMBOURG

■   Pan-European University
■  University of Central Europe in 

Skalica
■  Comenius University in Bratislava

■  University of Bahçeşehir
■  University of Istanbul

■  Queen’s University  
of Belfast

■  Mariupol State University 
■  Yaroslav the Wise National  

Law Academy of Ukraine
■  Kyiv National University of 

Trade and Economics (KNUTE)
■  National University  

“Odessa Law Academy” 
■  National Taras Shevchenko 

University of Kiev
■  Vadym Hetman Kyiv National 

Economic University

SLOVAKIA

TURKEY

UNITED KINGDOM

UKRAINE

■  Capítulo Mexicano, National 
Autonomous Univ. of Mexico

■  State University of Moldova

■  Inca Garcilaso de la Vega    
     University

■   University of Lisbon

■  University of Ljubljana

■  University of Castilla-La Mancha

■  University of Neuchâtel

■  Erasmus University Rotterdam
■  Utrecht School of Law,  

 Utrecht University
■  Leiden University

MEXICO

MOLDOVA

PERU

PORTUGAL

SLOVENIA

SPAIN

SWITZERLAND

THE NETHERLANDS

■  Faculty of Public Administration 
National School of Political 
Studies & Public Administration

■  Union University Law School 
Belgrade

ROMANIA

SERBIA

■  Russian Presidential Academy 
of National Economy & Public 
Administration

RUSSIA

Universities & Institutions
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

■  University of Saint-Joseph

LEBANON

■  Kuwait University

KUWAIT
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New member Universities  
& Institutions

University 
of East 

Sarajevo, 
Bosnia & 

Herzegovina

University 
of Montreal, 

Canada

European 
University 
of Cyprus, 

Cyprus

Leiden 
University,  

The 
Netherlands

Comenius 
University  

of 
Bratislava, 
Slovakia

Russian 
Presidential 

Academy 
of National 
Economy 
& Public 

Administration, 
Russia

Belarus 
Institute 
of Law, 
Belarus

2013 2014

University of Osnabrück, Germany

European University of Cyprus
University of Inca Garcilaso de la Vega, Peru

University of Graz, Austria

Utrecht University, The Netherlands

2012

ACTIVITY REPORT 2015
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Athens, 
Greece

Sounion, 
Greece

Headquarters

Brĉko, Bosnia and  
Herzegovina

León, 
Nicaragua

Skalica, 
Slovakia

Mariupol, 
Ukraine

Mexico City, 
Mexico

Tehran,  
Iran

Odessa, 
Ukraine

Regional Οffices

Headquarters, Branches, Regional Offices

Crete,  
Greece

Bucharest, 
Romania

Chisinau, 
Moldova

Branches

Yerevan,  
Armenia

Brussels, 
Belgium
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14
offices around the globe

ACTIVITY 
REPORT

2015
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More than
200 projects
in over 70 countries

More than
200 projects
in over 70 countries

EUROPEAN  PUBLIC  LAW  ORGANIZATION
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Professor  
Giuliano Amato, 
former Prime 
Minister of Italy,  
arriving at the 
headquarters  
of the EPLO  
in Sounion,   
for the Board  
of Directors  
meeting 2013,  
accompanied  
by the Director of 
the Organization, 
Prof. Spyridon 
Flogaitis.

EPLO / ABOUT US

The European Public Law Organization 
(EPLO) is an International Organization 

with headquarters in Athens, Greece. It 
was established on June 21, 2007 as the 
continuation of the European Public Law 
Center, founded in 1995. 
Today, 14 Countries, the European 
Commission, the Council of Europe, 3 
public authorities and 64 Universities and 

Institutions from all over the world are 
represented in its Board of Directors. 
The mission of the EPLO is the creation 
and dissemination of knowledge in the area 
of public law lato sensu, including but not 
limited to inter alia national, comparative 
and European public law, human rights law, 
environmental law, law in general, governance, 
public policies, and the promotion of European 

Our Mission
Commemorative photos in the auditorium of the EPLO in Sounion, after the Board of Directors meeting in 2012...
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EPLO welcomes new members

20132012

2014

One Country and seven Universities – Institutions joined the EPLO 
between 2012 and the first half of 2014

■   University of East Sarajevo,  
Bosnia and Herzegovina

■ University of Montreal, Canada

■ European University of Cyprus, Cyprus

■ Leiden University, The Netherlands

■  Comenius University of Bratislava,  
Slovakia

■  Russian Presidential Academy of National 
Economy and Public Administration, Russia

■ Belarus Institute of Law, Belarus
■  Albania signed the International Treaty 

establishing the EPLO.

values through public law in a dialogue of 
civilizations worldwide. In order to accomplish 
its purposes the EPLO develops, organizes, 
promotes and supports scientific, research, 
educational, training, teaching and institution 
building and other activities, and provides 
assistance for democratic institutions 
worldwide.  
The EPLO promotes the cooperation with 

other institutions, bodies and organizations, 
in particular organizations in the United 
Nations system. To this date the Organization 
has executed more than 200 projects and 
activities in over 70 countries. 
The EPLO actively supports the initiatives of 
the European Group of Public Law, including 
the European Review of Public Law, initiatives 
highlighting the development of the field. 

...and after the Board of Directors meeting in 2013.
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The EPLO was created as an international 
organization with headquarters in 

Athens, Greece, with suitable governance, full 
international legal personality and status, upon 
the initiative of the Hellenic Republic, by the 
“Agreement for the Establishment and Statute 
of the European Public Law Organization”, 
signed by several powers on 27 October, 2004. 
The creation of the EPLO became effective on 
21 June, 2007, upon receipt by the Depository 

of notifications by three parties (the Hellenic 
Republic, the Italian Republic and the Republic 
of Cyprus) that the formalities required by the 
national legislation of such parties with respect 
to this Statute had been accomplished. 
The signatory powers recognized the 
importance of public law and the need to further 
promote its scientific, research, educational, 
training, institution building and other 
dimensions for a better generation of lawyers 

Our History

His Excellency, 
the former  
President  
of the Hellenic 
Republic,  
Mr. Constantinos 
Stefanopoulos, 
inaugurates the 
EPLO premises in 
Sounion (2003).

An historic
moment
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and democratic institutions worldwide, and the 
promotion of European values through public 
law throughout the world. 
The Agreement for the Establishment and 
Statute of the European Public Law Organization 
remains open for adhesion by other powers. 
Nine countries have already ratified the 
International Treaty establishing the EPLO: 
Greece, Cyprus, Italy, Serbia, Moldova, Armenia, 
Georgia, Romania and Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The European Public Law Organization (EPLO) 
is the continuation of the European Public Law 
Center (EPLC).   
The European Public Law Center was 
established in 1995 under the law of the Hellenic 
Republic as a Greek non - profit institution of 
international character, aiming at the study and 
research, pure and applied, as well as training 
in all areas of public law in Europe, including 
national, comparative and European Law.

T he Director

Professor Giuliano Amato speaking at the Board of Directors in 2013.

Professor Spyridon Flogaitis is the Director and President of the Board of 
Directors of the EPLO.  He is Professor of Administrative Law at the University 

of Athens, Attorney at Law at the High Court and the Council of State of Greece, 
former President of the United Nations Administrative Tribunal and former Acting 
Minister of Interior of Greece (2007 and 2009).
He was born in Lefkas (Greece) and graduated summa cum laude from the 
University of Athens with a degree in Law. He holds a PhD in Law from the 
University of Paris II Panthéon-Assas and a PhD in History from the University of 
Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne.  He speaks English, French, German, Italian and Greek 
and he is the author of many publications in the area of public law. He was awarded 
with the distinction of Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur of the French Republic and 
the distinction of Cavaliere dell’Ordine al Merito of the Italian Republic. 
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MoU with the University of Central Europe in Skalica, Slovakia

In April 2012, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between 
the EPLO and the University of Central Europe in Skalica, an EPLO Board 
of Directors member institution. The MoU foresees cooperation between 
the two parties on various activities, and provisions for the operation of 
the Regional Office, among other, which is hosted in the Skalica City Hall.

MoU with the La Trobe University, Australia

In August 2012, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the EPLO and La Trobe 
University in Melbourne, Australia, foreseeing their cooperation for co-sponsoring a “Regional Dialogue” 
in support of the proposed 2012 UN-sponsored Middle East Conference on a Middle East Zone free of 
nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction. 

Agreement of Cooperation with the Federal Budgetary Institution "State 
Registration Chamber with the Ministry of Justice of the Russian Federation"

In September 2012, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed 
between the Ministry of Justice of the Russian Federation and the EPLO, 
confirming the good relations between the two parties and promoting 
their joint development. 

MoU with the Comenius University in Bratislava, Slovakia

In November 2012, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the EPLO and the Comenius 
University in Bratislava, Slovakia, foreseeing their cooperation in joint international events, educational 
activities, internationally funded projects, scientific publications and other.

MoU with the Music Organization “Tettix”, Greece

In January 2013, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the EPLO and the Greek Music 
Organization “TETTIX”, foreseeing their cooperation in the area of cultural heritage, and specifically the 
Greek heritage. 

MoU with the Office of the Commissioner General of the State, Greece

In February 2013, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed 
between the EPLO and the Commissioner General of the State of the 
Hellenic Republic, for jointly promoting transparency and respect for 
human rights, as well as fighting corruption.

Memoranda of Understanding 
& Cooperation Agreements
Between 2012 and 2014 the EPLO has signed fifteen Memoranda  
of Understanding (MoU) and Cooperation Agreements

20
12

20
13
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MoU with the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Athens, Greece
In April 2013, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the 
EPLO and the Athens Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ACCI), for 
developing joint actions serving their common objectives.

Amendment No.1 - Agreement with the Office of the Administrative Courts of Thailand 

In September 2013, an Amendment to the Agreement signed between the EPLO and the Office of the 
Administrative Courts of Thailand in 2008, was agreed, foreseeing the extension of the period of the 
Agreement for another five years.

Agreement with the Russian Presidential Academy of National 
Economy and Public Administration

In December 2013, an Agreement was signed between the EPLO and 
the Russian Presidential Academy of National Economy and Public 
Administration, foreseeing their cooperation for the promotion of 
knowledge through educational and training activities. 

MoU with the Hellenic Police, Greece

In December 2013, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the EPLO and the Hellenic 
Police, foreseeing their joint cooperation for promoting transparency and respect for human rights, as 
well as fighting corruption.

MoU with the Hellenic Association of Pharmaceutical Companies (SFEE), Greece

In December 2013, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the EPLO and the Hellenic 
Association of Pharmaceutical Companies (SFEE), foreseeing their joint cooperation in actions serving 
their objectives, especially in terms of their scientific contribution to resolving issues in the health sector.

Agreement with the GEA Alpine Center Ltd., Greece

In March 2014, an Agreement was signed between the EPLO and the GEA Alpine Center Ltd. in Greece, 
for the promotion of the EPLO educational activities. 

Framework Agreement with the National Documentation Centre (EKT), Greece

In May 2014, a Framework Agreement was signed between the EPLO and the National Documentation 
Centre of Greece, for the development of a depository for the protection of intellectual property rights. 

20
13

20
14

MoU with the International Centre for Black Sea Studies

In August, 2014, Dr. Zefi Dimadama, Director General of the International Centre for Black Sea Studies 
(ICBSS) and Prof. Spyridon Flogaitis, Director of the EPLO signed a MoU, aiming at establishing and 
developing cooperation between the two Institutions with a view to promoting and enhancing the 
dialogue in fields of common interest. Priority will be given to joint research, as well as introduction and 
elaboration of joint training programs in the areas of international relations, international law, economic 
relations, political science, globalization and European affairs. 

Albania joins the EPLO

On 25 June 2014, the Minister of Justice of the Republic of Albania, Mr. Nasip 
Naco, signed the International Treaty establishing the EPLO. The signing took 
place 24 hours following Albania being granted the official status of candidate 
country for membership in the EU. The Republic of Albania became the 
fourteenth state to join the EPLO Board of Directors. 
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Scientific board 
composed of 228 leading figures 

of European Public Law 
The European Group of Public Law (EGPL), 

a European network of judges, jurists, law 
academics and practitioners, was formed in 1989 
with the purpose of advancing and directing the 
development of European Public Law. The EGPL 
proposed the initiatives that led to the establishment 
of the European Public Law Organization (EPLO), 
such as the European Review of Public Law, currently 
constituting the main publication of the EPLO. The 
EGPL serves as the EPLO’s scientific advisory body 
offering recommendations, as well as essential 
feedback on the activities, while evaluating the 
information accumulated through the activities in 
respect to its applications and effects on a political 
and sociological context. Since its formation, the 

EGPL has held annual conferences operating under 
the title “EGPL Annual Reunion” where its members 
present and discuss their reports on a collectively 
chosen topic. These reports are published in the 
European Review of Public Law. Throughout more 
than twenty years of pioneering work dedicated to 
the development of European Public Law, the EGPL 
has gradually expanded its membership uniting today 
228 judges, jurists, law academics and practitioners, 
leading figures in their field, appointed in the 
government sector such as the Council of Europe, the 
European Commission, the Conseil d’Etat of France, 
Constitutional and High Courts, comprising one of 
the most innovative and successful legal associations 
worldwide.

EPLO / ABOUT US

The members of the EGPL in commemora-
tive photos in Spetses island, during their 
Annual Reunion in September 2013 (above) 
and September 2012 (left). 
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The 23rd Annual Reunion of the 
European Group of Public Law 

(EGPL) was held between the 14th and 
16th of September, 2012 on the island 
of Spetses. During this Reunion, the 
reports of the Conference organized 
by the EGPL on the subject “Public 
Law and the Economic Crisis” were 
presented and discussed.  Many participants, 
among which academics, professors, government 
representatives, as well as old and new members 
coming from European and non-European countries, 
attended the yearly meeting of the European Group 
of Public Law. 
During the first session of Friday, September 14 
presided by Dr. G. Coraggio, President of the Council 
of State of Italy, a general introduction on “Public 
Law, the Crises, the Current Crisis” was delivered, 
followed by general reports delivered by Prof. G. 
Kirchhof, University of Augsburg (Germany), Prof. 
G. Napolitano of the University Roma Tre (Italy), 
and Prof. Ch. Gortsos, Secretary General, Hellenic 
Bank Association, Panteion University (Greece). 

During the second session, presided 
by Prof. Th. Groß of the University of 
Osnabrück (Germany), presentations 
were delivered on “Institutional 
Arrangements and Instruments of 
Action” by Prof. F. Amtenbrink, of the 
Erasmus University Rotterdam (The 
Netherlands), and Prof. G. Kalflèche, of 

the Université de Toulouse (France).
The third session, held on Saturday September 
15, presided by Prof. Ch. Rozakis, President of the 
Administrative Tribunal of the Council of Europe 
and Former Vice President of the European Court of 
Human Rights, had “From Local Governments to the 
World” as its main topic, featuring general reports 
delivered by Prof. E. Malaret i Garcia, University of 
Barcelona (Spain) and Prof. M. Kirkby, University of 
Lisbon (Portugal). 
Finally, the fourth session, presided by Dr. V. Varunyou, 
Supreme Administrative Court of Thailand, presented 
a case study drafted by Dr. N. Arat, University Kadir 
Has (Turkey), and the general conclusions, delivered 
by Prof. G. Napolitano, University Roma Tre (Italy). 

During  
the 2012 
conference,  
Mr. Geor-
gios Dimi-
tropoulos  
(right) was 
awarded 
with the 
“Thesis 
Prize”. 

THE 23rd 
  ANNUAL 
REUNION

2012
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The 24th Annual Reunion of the 
European Group of Public Law 

(EGPL) was held on September 
13-15, 2013. During the Reunion, the 
reports of the conference organized 
by the EGPL on the subject “Public 
Law and Solidarity” were presented 
and discussed. Many participants, 
among which many academics, professors, 
government representatives, as well as old 
and new members coming from European 
and non-European countries, attended the 
yearly meeting of the European Group of 
Public Law. During the first session of Friday 
13, presided by Prof. D. Feldman, University 
of Cambridge (United Kingdom), on the topic 
of a general introduction on “Solidarity, a 
Political Issue,” general reports were delivered 
by Prof. J. Miranda, of the University of Lisbon 
(Portugal), and Prof. B.G. Mattarella, of the 
University of Siena (Italy).  During the second 
session, presided by Prof. E. Malaret, University 

of Barcelona (Spain), on the topic 
of “Solidarity, a Legal Concept,” 
general reports were delivered by 
Prof. F. Péraldi Leneuf, Université 
Lille II (France), Prof. E. Roig, 
University of Barcelona (Spain), 
and Prof. X. Bioy, Université 
Toulouse 1 Capitole (France).

The third session, held on Saturday, September 
14, presided by Prof. K. Wojtyczek, Judge at the 
European Court of Human Rights, had “Solidarity 
between Nations” as main topic, followed by 
general reports delivered by Prof. L.M. Díez - 
Picazo, Judge at the Spanish Supreme Court 
(Spain), and Prof. L. Casini, of the University of 
Rome La Sapienza (Italy). 
Finally, the fourth session, presided by Prof. G. 
Edelstam, of the Södertörn University Sweden 
presented a case study drafted by Dr. V. Tzatzaki, 
Special Secretariat for Water (Greece) and the 
general conclusions, delivered by President J.-P. 
Costa.

The 24th 
Reunion  
of the EGPL 
in Spetses 
and the 
winner of 
the “Thesis 
Prize”  
Mr. Thomas 
Perroud 
(left).

THE 24th 
  ANNUAL 
REUNION

2013
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The 25th anniversary Reunion of 
the EGPL was held on the island 

of Spetses at the premises of the 
Anargyreios Korgialeneios School, 
between the 12th and 14th of September 
2014 under the presidency of Professor 
Spyridon Flogaitis, Director of the EPLO 
and member of the Steering Committee 
of the EGPL. The reports of the Conference organized 
by the EGPL on the subject “New Challenges of 
Democracy” were presented and discussed. During 
the 25th Reunion: 
 The Prize Committee, presided over by Prof. L. 
Maliková, announced the following decision: The 
Thesis Prize 2014 is jointly awarded to Dr. Yaniv 
Roznai, the London School of Economics and 
Political Sciences,  for the Thesis “Unconstitutional 
Constitutional Amendments: A Study of the Nature 
and Limits of Constitutional Amendments Powers” 
and Dr. Hanan Qazbir, University of Toulouse, 
for the Thesis “L’internationalisation du droit 
constitutionnel”.  Meanwhile Dr. Fabien Le Bot and Dr. 

Anoeska Buijze were jointly awarded the 
Thesis Prize 2013. 
 Decided that the following theses 
will be published in the Academy of 
European Public Law Series:  
Ms. Elena Mitzman (University of Trento), 
“Procedural Safeguards and Remedies 
against Administrative Acts in the Field 

of Immigration Law, in a European and Comparative 
Perspective” and Ms. Virginia Kakali (Panteion 
University), “The Right of Access to Document of the 
EU Institution's and the Protection of Personal Data”. 
 Prof. J. Sérvulo Correia and Prof. E. Schmidt-
Aßmann, founding members of the EGPL were 
honored with laudationes.  The laudationes for Sir 
Stephen Sedley and Professor Agustín Gordillo 
were postponed for the Reunion 2015, due to their 
unavailability this year. 
 The next EGPL Reunion will be dedicated to the 
memory of the 100 years from the birthday of Prof. 
Massimo Severo Giannini, one of the founding fathers 
of the EGPL. 

The first day of the conference (above) and celebrations for the 25th anniversary Reunion (below).

THE 25th 
  ANNUAL 
REUNION

2014
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 Mr. Ronny Abraham
Judge at the International Court of Justice of The Hague, 

The Netherlands

 Prof. Yann Aguila
Cabinet Bredin-Prat, France

 Prof. Nikolas Alivizatos
National and Capodistrian University of Athens, Greece

 Prof. John Allison
Queens’ College, University of Cambridge, United Kingdom

 Prof. Giuliano Amato
Former Prime Minister of Italy, former Minister of Interior 

of Italy Judge at the Constitutional Court, Italy

 Prof. Fabian Amtenbrink
Erasmus University Rotterdam, The Netherlands

 Prof. Robert Andersen
President of the Council of State of Belgium, Catholic 

University of Louvain, Belgium

 Prof. Gordon Anthony
The Queen’s University of Belfast, United Kingdom

 Prof. Theodora Antoniou
National and Capodistrian University of Athens, Greece

 Dr. Nilay Arat
Kadir Has University, Turkey

 Prof. Dr Luis Arroyo Jiménez
University of Castilla-La Mancha, Spain

 Prof. Jean-Bernard Auby
Director of the Chair ‘Mutations de l’Action Publique et du 

Droit Public’, Sciences Po,  France

 Prof. Gheorghe Avornic
Dean of the State University of Moldova, Moldova

 Prof. Loϊc Azoulai

University of Paris II Panthéon-Assas, France 

 Prof. Jorge Bacelar Gouveia
New University of Lisbon, Portugal

 Dr. Joan Barata Mir
Blanquerna Communications School 

(University of Ramon Llull), Spain

 Prof. Stefano Battini
Tuscia University, Italy

 The Right Hon Lord Justice Beatson FBA
Judge of the High Court of England and Wales, 

Royal Courts of Justice, United Kingdom

 Prof. Nicole Belloubet-Frier
Former Rector, Toulouse Education Authority, France

 Prof. Violeta Beširević

Union University Law School Belgrade, Serbia 

 Prof. Xavier Bioy
Agrégé de l’Université, Directeur de l’Institut Maurice 
Hauriou (EA 4657), Directeur de l’Institut Fédératif de 

Recherche, Chargé de mission auprès du Pôle de 
compétitivité Cancer-Bio-Santé, France

 Prof. Ignacio Borrajo Iniesta
Legal Counsel at the Spanish Constitutional Court, Spain

 Prof. Anthony W. Bradley
Emeritus, University of Edinburgh, United Kingdom

 Prof. Rodney Brazier
University of Manchester, United Kingdom

 Prof. Dr. Michael Brenner
Friedrich-Schiller-University Jena, Germany

 Prof. James P. Casey
University College Dublin, Ireland

 Prof. Lorenzo Casini
Università di Roma La Sapienza, Italy

 Prof. Vincenzo Cerulli Irelli
University of Rome “La Sapienza”, Italy

 Prof. Edoardo Chiti
Tuscia University, Italy

 Prof. Mario P. Chiti
University of Florence, Italy

 Prof. Marcello Clarich
LUISS Guido Carli University, Italy

 Prof. Martina Conticelli
University of Rome “Tor Vergata”, Italy

 Prof. Fulvio Cortese
University of Trento, Italy

 Prof. Dr. Luis Cosculluela Montaner
Former Minister of Territorial Administration, Complutense 

University of Madrid, Spain

PRESIDENT: Prof. Sabino Cassese 
Emeritus, Università di Roma La Sapienza & Scuola Normale Superiore di Pisa, Italy

Former Judge of the Constitutional Court of Italy

OF THE EGPL
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 Prof. Jean-Paul Costa
President of the International Institute of Human Rights, 

former President of the European Court of Human Rights

 Prof. Paul P. Craig
University of Oxford, United Kingdom

 Prof. Maria da Glória García
Universidade Catolica Portuguesa, Portugal

 Prof. Prodromos D. Dagtoglou
Emeritus, National and Capodistrian University of Athens, 

Greece

 Prof. Marco d’Alberti

University of Rome “La Sapienza”, Italy

 Prof. Isaac Augusto Damsky
University of Buenos Aires, Argentina

 Dr. Alexandra Danopoulos
Kneppelhout&Korthals NV, The Netherlands

 Prof. Serge Dauchy
University of Lille II, France 

 Prof. Maurizia De Bellis
The University of Rome, Italy

 Prof. Susana de la Sierra
Universidad de Castilla-La Mancha, Spain

 Prof. Daria de Pretis
Università degli Studi di Trento, Italy

 Mr. Guy de Vel
Former Director General of legal affairs of the Council of 

Europe, Former Member of the Management Board & Executive 
Board of the Fundamental Rights Agency of the EU, France

 Pro.  Jaap W. de Visser
University of the Western Cape, South Africa

 Prof. Maarten de Voogd
Managing Director of Berenschot Co, The Netherlands

 Prof. Piet L de Vos
Leiden University Medical Center, The Netherlands

 Prof. J. de Zwaan
Emeritus, Erasmus University Rotterdam, The Netherlands

 Prof. Giacinto della Cananea
University of Rome “Tor Vergata”, Italy

 Prof. Francis Delpérée
Emeritus, Catholic University of Louvain, Senator, Belgium

 Prof. Luis Maria Díez Picazo
Judge, Spanish Supreme Court, Spain

 Mr. Bernardo Diniz de Ayala
Uría Menéndez - Proença de Carvalho, Portugal

 Prof. Ioannis Drosos
National and Capodistrian University of Athens, Greece

 Prof. David Duarte
University of Lisbon, Portugal

 Prof. Maria-Luísa Conceição Duarte
University of Lisbon, Portugal

 Prof. Olivier Dubos
University Montesquieu-Bordeaux IV, France

 Prof. Jacqueline Dutheil de la Rochère
Former President, University of Paris II Panthéon-Assas, 

France

 Prof. Gunilla Edelstam
Sodertorn University, Sweden

 Dr. Johanna Engström
European Commission, DG Justice

 Prof. Eva Ersbøll
Danish Institute for Human Rights, Denmark

 Prof. José Esteve Pardo
University of Barcelona, Spain

 Prof. Giandomenico Falcon
University of Trento, Italy

 Prof. David J. Feldman
University of Cambridge, United Kingdom

 Prof. Tomas-Ramón Fernández Rodríguez
Complutense University of Madrid, Spain

 Dr. Mafalda Ferreira
Uría Menéndez - Proença de Carvalho, Portugal

 Prof. Spyridon Flogaitis
Director of the European Public Law Organization (EPLO), 

National and Capodistrian University of Athens, Greece

 Prof. Monika Florczak-Wator
Jagiellonian University, Poland

 Prof. María Fraile Ortiz
Carlos III University, Spain

 Mr. Michel Franc
Honorary President of Section, Council of State, France

 Dr. Michael Frendo
Speaker Emeritus, Parliament of Malta, Malta

 Prof. Michel Fromont
Emeritus, University of Paris I Panthéon- Sorbonne, France

 Prof. Jochen Abraham Frowein
Former Vice President of the European Commission 
on Human Rights, Direktor, Max-Planck-Institut für 

ausländisches öffentliches Recht und Völkerrecht, Germany !

OF THE EGPL
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!  H.E. Mr. Karolos Gadis
Ambassador, Hellenic Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Greece

 Prof. Marie Gautier-Melleray
Conseil d’Etat, France

 Mr. Álvaro Gil-Robles
Council of Europe, Former Commissioner 

for Human Rights, France

 Prof. Matteo Gnes
University of Urbino “Carlo Bo”, Italy

 Prof. Pascale Gonod
University of Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne, France

 Prof. Agustín Gordillo
Administrative Law Foundation, Argentina

 Mr. Richard Gordon
Barrister, United Kingdom

 Prof. Christos Vl. Gortsos
Panteion University of Athens, Secretary General of the 

Hellenic Bank Association, Greece

 Prof. Michael Gøtze
University of Copenhagen, Denmark

 Prof. Flora Goudappel
Erasmus University Rotterdam, The Netherlands

 Prof. Dr. Christoph Grabenwarter
Judge, Austrian Constitutional Court, Vienna University of 

Economics, Austria

 Prof. Dr. Dieter Grimm
Institute for Advanced Study Humboldt University 

of Berlin, Former Judge of the Federal Constitutional Court 
of Germany, Germany

 Prof. Dr. Thomas Groß
Osnabrück University, Germany

 Prof. Ana Maria Guerra Martins
Judge of the Constitutional Court of Portugal, 

University of Lisbon, Portugal

 Prof. Carol Harlow
Emeritus, London School of Economics and Political 

Science, United Kingdom

 Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Hoffmann-Riem
Former Judge of the Federal Constitutional Court 

of Germany, Germany

 Prof. Herwig Hofmann
University of Luxembourg, Luxembourg 

 Mr. Justice Gerard Hogan
Judge, High Courts, Ireland

 Prof. Marianne Holdgaard
Aalborg University, Denmark

 Prof. Pascale Idoux
University of Montpellier, France

 Mr. Ioannis Ioannidis
Attorney-at-Law at the Hellenic Supreme Court 

of Administrative and Penal Law, Greece

 Prof. Jean-Paul Jacqué
Director of the Judicial Services of the Council,  University 

of Strasbourg, Council of the European Union, Belgium

 Prof. Oswald Jansen
Utrecht University, The Netherlands

 Mrs. Rosemary Jeffreys
Emeritus, Government Legal Service, United Kingdom

 Prof. Jørgen Albæk Jensen
University of Aarhus, Denmark

 Prof. Michael Hansen Jensen
University of Aarhus, Denmark

 Dr. Jelena Jerinic
Union University Law School, Serbia

 Prof. Patricia Jonason
Södertörn University, Sweden

 Prof. Gerdy Jurgens
Utrecht University, The Netherlands

 Prof. Georgios Kassimatis
Emeritus, National and Capodistrian University of Athens, 

Greece

 Prof. Dr. Gregor Kirchhof
University of Augsburg, Germany

 Prof. Franz-Ludwig Knemeyer
Würzburg University, Germany

 Dr. Hans-Martin Koopmann
Lex :ius, Dimke, Rothenberg & Partner, Germany

 Prof. Tim Koopmans
Former Advocate-General to the Court of Justice of the EU 

and the Dutch High Court, The Netherlands

 Mrs. Sofia Koukoulis-Spiliotopoulos

Attorney and Counsellor at law, Greece

 Mrs. Leda A. Koursoumba
Law Commissioner, Commissioner for Children ́s Rights 

of Cyprus, Cyprus

 Prof. Evangelia Koutoupa-Rengakos
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece 

OF THE EGPL
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 Prof. Dr. Henk RBM Kummeling
Utrecht University, The Netherlands

 Prof. Philip Kunig
Freie University of Berlin, Germany

 Mr. Daniel Labetoulle
President of the Litigation Division Council of State, France

 Dr. Clemens Ladenburger
Conseiller juridique, Assistant to the Director-General Legal 

Service, European Commission, Belgium

 The Rt. Hon. The Lord Laws
Lord Justice of Appeal, Royal Courts of Justice, 

United Kingdom

 Prof. Migena Leskoviku
European University of Tirana, Albania

 Dr. Constantinos Lycourgos
Judge, Court of Justice of the European Union

 Prof. Jean-Pierre Machelon
University Paris Descartes, France

 Prof. Ölli Mäenpää
University of Helsinki, Finland

 Prof. Elaine Mak
Erasmus School of Law, The Netherlands

 Prof. Elisenda Malaret I García
University of Barcelona, Spain

 Prof. Ludmila Malikova
Comenius University of Bratislava, Slovakia 

 Prof. Barbara Marchetti
Università degli Studi di Trento, Italy

 Prof. Lena Marcusson
University of Uppsala, Sweden

 Mr. Alecos Markides
Attorney-at-Law, Former Attorney General of Cyprus, 

Cyprus

 Prof. Luis Martín Rebollo
University of Cantabria, Spain

 Prof. Lorenzo Martín-Retortillo
Complutense University of Madrid, Spain 

 Prof. Zaza Maruashvili
Caucasus University, Georgia

 Prof. Wanda Mastor
University of Toulouse I, France

 Prof. Alfonso Masucci
University of Naples  “L’Orientale”, Italy

 Prof. Bertrand Mathieu
Supreme Council of Magistracy, University of Paris I 

Panthéon-Sorbonne, France

 Prof. Bernardo Giorgio Mattarella
University of Siena, Italy

 Prof. Didier Maus
State Counselor, University of Paul Cézanne Aix-Marseille III 

Member and former President of the Constitutional Court 
of Andorra, Emeritus President of the International 

Association of Constitutional Law, France

 Mr. Andreas Mavroyannis
Former Deputy Minister for European Affairs,  Negotiator, 

Cyprus

 Prof. Rui Medeiros
Catholic University of Portugal, Portugal

 Prof. Luis Medina Alcoz
Universidad Complutense de Madrid, Spain 

 Prof. W. Meng
University of Saarland, Germany

 Prof. Franz Merli
Karl-Franzens University of Graz, Austria

 Prof. Fabio Merusi
University of Pisa, Italy

 Prof. Nicolas Michel
Under-Secretary-General for Legal Affairs and Legal 

Counsel, United Nations

 Prof. Jorge Miranda
University of Lisbon, Portugal

 Prof. Franck Moderne
University of Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne, France

 Prof. Jacques Moreau
University of Paris II Panthéon-Assas, France 

 Prof. John Morison
The Queen’s University of Belfast, United Kingdom

 Prof. Stephane Mouton
 Toulouse 1 Capitole University, France

 Dr. Giulio Napolitano
University of Rome 3, Italy

 Prof. Eleftheria Neframi
University of Luxembourg, Luxembourg

 Dr. Remco Nehmelman
Utrecht University, The Netherlands

 Prof. Philippe Nélidoff
University of Toulouse I, France !

OF THE EGPL
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 Prof. Martin Nettesheim
Tübingen University, Germany

 Prof. Alejandro Nieto
University Complutense of Madrid, Spain

 Prof. Eva Maria Nieto
Legal Counsel, Constitutional Court of Spain, Spain

 Prof. Pierre Nihoul
Judge of the Constitutional Court of Belgium, 

Catholic University of Louvain, Belgium

 Prof. John O’Dowd

University College Dublin, Ireland

 Prof. Dr. Theo Öhlinger
Emeritus, University of Vienna, Austria

 Prof. Thomas Oppermann
Former Minister for Science and Culture, 

University of Tübingen, Germany

 Prof. Luis Ignacio Ortega Álvarez
Judge at the Spanish Constitutional Court, 

University of Castilla-La Mancha, Spain 

 Prof. Dr. Il Han Özay
Istanbul University, Turkey

 Prof. Alessandro Pace
University of Rome “La Sapienza”, Italy

 Prof. Bernard Pacteau
University Montesquieu-Bordeaux IV, France

 Dr. Stephanie Palmer
University of Cambridge, United Kingdom

 Prof. Antonios Pantelis
National and Capodistrian University of Athens, Greece

 Dr. Olga Papadopoulou
Master of Requests, Council of State, Greece

 Dr. Savvas Papasavvas
President of Chamber, General Court of the European 

Union, Luxembourg
 Dr. Tatjana Papić

Union University Law School Belgrade, Serbia 

 Prof. Dr. Maria Patakyova
Comenius University Bratislava, Slovakia

 Prof. Procopios Pavlopoulos
Former Minister of Interior of Greece,  

National and Capodistrian University of Athens,  
Greece.

 Prof. Gustave Peiser
University of Grenoble II, France

 Prof. Fabienne Péraldi Leneuf
Université Paris Sud, France

 Prof. Etienne Picard
University of Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne, France

 Prof. Carmen Plaza Martín
University of Castilla La-Mancha, Spain

 Prof. Richard Pomahac
Charles University, Czech Republic

 Prof. Julio Ponce Solé
University of Barcelona, Spain

 Prof. Marie-Claire Ponthoreau
Professeur de droit public, 

University Montesquieu-Bordeaux IV, France

 Prof. Dr. Dragoljub Popovic
Judge at the European Court for Human Rights 

 Prof. Sacha Prechal
Judge, European Court of Justice of the EU, Luxembourg

 Prof. Günter Püttner
Emeritus, Tübingen University, Germany

 Prof Argelia Queralt Jimenez
University of Barcelona, Spain

 Dr. Helena Raulus
Erasmus University Rotterdam,The Netherlands

 Prof. Dietrich Rauschning
Emeritus, Göttingen University, Germany

 Prof. Richard Rawlings
University College London, United Kingdom

 Prof. Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa 
University of Lisbon, Portugal

 Prof. Manuel Rebollo Puig
University of Cordoba, Spain

 Prof. Ian Refalo
University of Malta, Malta

 Prof. Amnon Reichman
University of Haifa, Israel

 Prof. Jacques Robert
Honorary President of the University of Paris II Panthéon-

Assas, Former Member of the Constitutional Council, France

 Mrs. Mary Robinson
Former President of Ireland, Former UN High Commissioner 

for Human Rights, Mary Robinson Foundation, 
Trinity College, Ireland

 Prof. Dr. Hans Christian Röhl
Universität Konstanz, Germany

 Prof. Matthias Ruffert
Friedrich-Schiller University of Jena, Germany

 Prof. Jens Elo Rytter
University of Copenhagen, Denmark



 Dr. Ania Salinas
International Criminal Court of The Hague, The Netherlands

 Prof. Aldo Sandulli
University of Suor Orsola Benincasa, Italy

 Mr. Jean-Marc Sauvé
Vice President of the Council of State, France

 Prof. Mario Savino
Tuscia University, Italy

 Prof. Eberhard Schmidt-Aßmann
Heidelberg University, Germany

 Mr. Olivier Schrameck
President of Section, Council of State, France

 The Rt. Hon. The Lord Sedley
Former Judge, The Court of Appeal of England and Wales, 

United Kingdom

 Prof. José Manuel Sérvulo Correia
Emeritus, University of Lisbon, Portugal

 Prof. Kakha Shengelia
Caucasus University, Georgia

 Prof. Henri Simonart
Catholic University of Louvain, Belgium

 Prof. Glykeria Sioutis
National and Capodistrian University of Athens, Greece

 Prof. Eivind Smith
University of Oslo, Norway

 Prof. Domenico Sorace
Emeritus, University of Florence, Italy

 Prof. Epaminondas Spiliotopoulos
Member of the Academy of Athens, Emeritus,  

National and Capodistrian University of Athens,  
Greece

 Prof. Christian Starck
Emeritus, University of Göttingen, Germany

 Prof. Rumen Stefanov
New Bulgarian University, Bulgaria

 Prof. Dr Manfred Stelzer
University of Vienna, Austria

 Prof. Bernard Stirn
Counselor of State, Council of State, France

 Prof. Bronius Sudavicius
Vilnius University, Lithuania

 Prof. Daniel Tarschys
University of Stockholm, Sweden

 Prof. Gérard Timsit
Emeritus, University of Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne, France

 Prof. Dr. Christian Tomuschat
Humboldt University of Berlin, Germany

 Prof. Roberto Toniatti
Trento University, Italy

 Prof. Luisa Torchia
University of Rome 3, Italy

 Prof. Aldo Travi
Catholic University of Milan, Italy

 Prof. Hans-Heinrich Trute
University of Hamburg, Germany

 Prof. Vyatcheslav Tulyakov
National University “Odessa Academy of Law”, Ukraine

 Mrs. Anita U acka
Judge at the International Criminal Court of The Hague, 

The Netherlands

 Mr. Vilenas Vadapalas
Judge of the General Court of the European Union

 Prof. Jacobine van den Brink
Leiden University, The Netherlands

 Prof. Ton van den Brink
Director of the Europa Institute Utrecht, Utrecht University, 

The Netherlands

 Prof. Luciano Vandelli
University of Bologna, Italy

 Dr. Vishnu Varunyou
Judge of the Supreme Administrative Court of Thailand, 

Thailand

 Prof. Evangelos Venizelos
Former Deputy Prime Minister, Aristotle University of 

Thessaloniki, Greece

 Prof.  Michel Verpeaux
University of Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne, France

 Dr. Ioan Vida
Constitutional Court of Romania, Romania

 Dr. Christian Vigoroux
Président de la section du rapport et des études, Conseil 

d’Etat, France

 Prof. Krzysztof Wojtyczek
Judge of the European Court of Human Rights,  Jagiellonian 

University, Poland

 Prof.  Ferdinand Wollenschläger
Universität Augsburg, Germany

 The Rt. Hon. The Lord Woolf
Lord Chief of Justice of England and Wales, Royal Courts of 

Justice, United Kingdom

 Prof. Tom Zwart
Utrecht University, The Netherlands

OF THE EGPL

ACTIVITY REPORT 2015 37



ACTIVITY REPORT 201538

Cooperation with the  
United Nations 

In line with the purposes of the EPLO, as outlined in its Statute, the EPLO is working towards forging 
cooperation with organizations in the United Nations (UN) system.  Following this very specific mandate 
and after the Director’s visit at the UN Headquarters in New York in 2011 where he met with the Deputy 
Director-General HE Mrs. Asha-Rose Migiro to discuss the possibilities for developing institutional relations 
with the United Nations and received a very encouraging feedback, the EPLO has started the procedure to 
apply for the status of Observer in the General Assembly of the UN.

Institutional 
development

The very successful collaboration of the EPLO 
with the World Bank (WB) continued over 

the last three years and the overall relation was 
cultivated, particularly with the Office of the Legal 
vice Presidency, by establishing contact with the 
WB representations in Europe and by actively 
participating in WB’s annual meetings and events. 
Among others, it is discussing the preparation 
of joint WB-EPLO pilot project proposals, the 
secondment of EPLO interns and/or students of 
the EPLO’s European Law and Governance School 
to the WB, and the engagement of World Bank 
staff and officials as trainers and professors in the 
EPLO’s educational programs and activities (most 
notably the European Law and Governance School, 
but also its summer schools and other programs).  
The EPLO and the World Bank have also agreed 
to collaborate in view of publications: key EPLO 
publications shall be made accessible to a broad 

audience via the WB-IMF joint library, EPLO’s 
electronic publications and reports, mainly 
project deliverables, shall be advertised, as well as 
information on programs, initiatives, and the EPLO 
will be available to contribute to key publications of 
the World Bank.  In 2011 the EPLO organized for the 
World Bank the launch conference of the Justice 
Sector Peer-Assisted Learning (JUSTPAL) Network, 
a cooperative peer-based learning and knowledge-
sharing resource on justice issues for practitioners 
in countries in Europe and Central Asia.
Following this very successful collaboration, the 
Director visited the World Bank headquarters in 
Washington, D.C. in 2011 where he participated in 
very promising meetings with high ranking World 
Bank officers, including, among others, Ms. Anne-
Marie Leroy, Senior Vice President and General 
Counsel, who also later on came to Athens and 
delivered a lecture in the Manuel Chrysoloras 

Cooperation with the  
World Bank 

The successful collaboration  
with World Bank expands
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The EPLO, a founding member of the 
IACA (International Anti-Corruption Academy)

The EPLO signed as the first International 
Organization the Agreement for the Establishment 
of the International Anti-Corruption Academy 
(IACA) in fall 2010, highlighting together with 35 
UN Member States the strong commitment to 
join forces in the fight against corruption. IACA 
is a joint initiative of the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime (UNODC), the Republic of Austria, 
the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) and other 
stakeholders and is a pioneering institution that aims 
to overcome current shortcomings in knowledge 
and practice in the field of anti - corruption. The 
appointed Permanent Representative of the 
EPLO to the IACA, Dr. Ioannis Karkalis, Vice - 
Commissioner of the State and Director of the 
Academy of Transparency and Human Rights for 
Good Governance, went on several missions to the 
Headquarters of IACA in Vienna during the last two 
years to discharge the membership obligations of 
the EPLO and deepen the relations between the two 
organizations. Mrs. Effie Lyristi, Director of the Office 
of General Legal Affairs, Office of the Legal Counsel, 
has been appointed as Deputy Representative of the 
EPLO to the IACA.

Lecture Series in May 2012. In 2012 the EPLO 
became a partner in the World Bank’s Global Forum 
on Law, Justice and Development  (GFLJD), having 
endorsed the Joint Declaration and Statement of 
Commitment on Supporting the Global Forum on 
Law, Justice and Development. The EPLO is involved 
in the following three Thematic Working Groups: (1) 
Justice Reform Rule of Law Reform, (2) Governance 
and Anti-corruption and (3) Empowerment.  
Prof. Chrysoula Moukiou, Ass. Professor of 
Administrative Law, Panteion University of Social 
and Political Sciences, has been appointed as new 
representative to the GFLJD and successfully 
represented the EPLO in the World Bank’s Law, 
Justice and Development Week with the topic 
“Financing and Implementing the post-2015 
Development Agenda”, which took place on 20-24 
October 2014 in Washington, D.C., but also as an 
‘expert-on-call’ on the theme/topic “Administrative 
litigation and public procurement law”. The EPLO 
will continue its engagement by also actively 
participating in the LJD week in 2015 (26-30 October 
2015) in Washington, D.C. 
The EPLO is currently exploring further fields of 
cooperation with the GFLJD which may include, 
amongst other, enforcing its engagement in a 
Thematic Working Group as co-leader or creating a 
new TWG or Community of Practice on a key area 
of interest and action, preparing joint pilot project 
proposals on various fronts, as well as organizing the 
secondment of EPLO interns and/or students to the 
GFLJD Secretariat. 

Τhe launch conference of World Bank’s JUSTPAL  
that organized by the EPLO in Athens.
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EUNIDA, a European Network of EU Member 
States Implementing Development Agencies, 
was established in 2000 with a public mandate 
to develop, manage and implement sustainable 
development programs on behalf of the European 
Union.  The EPLO, representing Greece, is the 
main partner organization with a recognized 
expertise in the fields of Public Administration 
reform, Good Governance, EU acquis 
approximation and Human Rights protection. 
Through EUNIDA, the EPLO contributes to 
fostering the delivery of European expertise in 
fragile states.  Over the past two years, the EPLO 
actively contributed to the improvement of the 
internal governance of the Network, by proposing 
changes and supporting the reform efforts of 

those members committed to an even more 
inclusive, and more pan-European, approach to 
Technical Assistance to the benefit of the EU 
Partner Countries. 
As a part of this contribution, the EPLO Deputy 
Director for Management, Mrs. Piji Protopsaltis, 
has served as Vice-President of the Board of 
Directors of EUNIDA in 2013 and continues 
doing so in 2014. Furthermore, the EPLO 
Representative in Brussels, Mr. Panos Gredis, 
served as Chairman of the EUNIDA Working 
Group on Project Management in 2013.
Moreover, the EPLO had the honor to host 
the third of the four annual EUNIDA Board of 
Directors meetings on 1 October, 2013 at its 
premises in Sounion.

After the successful launch of 
the Global Network of Greek 
Lawyers working abroad 
(GNGL) in 2011, the GNGL 
has reached an impressive 
membership figure of almost 
60 thanks to the continuous 
efforts of Dr. Giorgos 
Dimitropoulos, Advisor to the 
Director of the EPLO, as the 
initiator of the GNGL idea. 
The EPLO organized, in 
cooperation with the Institute 
for Studies in Competition 
Law and Policy (IMEDIPA), the 
GNGL and the Gutenberg chair 
at the Centre d‘expertise et 

de recherche administrative 
(CERA) at the Ecole Nationale 
d’Administration in France, 
the first conference with the 
title “The Modern State: What 
Reforms?” on 27 July, 2012, at 
the EPLO premises in Sounion. 
The meeting aimed at 
examining crucial aspects of 
the reform of the State and 
discussing their application 
in Greece.  High-level officials 
from the justice and executive 
branches, independent 
administrative authorities,  
the Ecole Nationale  
d’ Administration (ENA), 

academics, politicians and 
journalists were present 
at the event. The EPLO 
organized on 26 July 2013, 
a GNGL Workshop with the 
title “European Integration 
through Crisis” at its premises 
in Sounion. It examined the 
issue of European integration 
based on economic and more 
general conditions, which 
apply at both the European 
and International level, 
aimed at the conducting of 
scientific discussion and the 
formulation of substantive 
conclusions.

The EPLO Initiative of the Global Network of Greek Lawyers

Institutional 
development
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In 2012 the EPLO created the “European 
Institute of Management and Governance” with 

the vision to become the centre of excellence in 
management development, consulting and policy 
research. Its mission focuses the development 
of responsible leaders and managers, for both 
private and public sector, through training, 
consulting and research, with holistic values and 
competencies. In realizing the above vision and 
mission, the Institute focuses on the following 
strategic areas:
 Developing the Institute as a financially self 
sustaining entity.
 Providing management development programs 
to the Civil Service aiming at building capacities 
and meeting future requirements of the public 
servants.
 Facilitating the decentralization process, 
improving the operational capacity of the 
Local Government and enhancing community 
participation through programs of Local 
Governance development.
 Supporting business capacity development 
in private sector through training, research and 
consultancy.
The Center for Dialogue of the Institute has 
as mission to promote a structured dialogue 
(as methodology and practice), with the aim of 
resolving collective disputes and the production of 
policies. The Dialogue Center uses, among other 
techniques, the Structured Democratic Dialogue 
(SDD approach) in collaboration with the Institute 
for 21stCentury Agoras (www.globalagoras.org). 
This is a deeply reasoned, scientific methodology 
for large-scale, collaborative design, which 
promotes conflict resolution between 
communities, interest groups, countries, cultures 
and religions by creating convergences and 
producing policies at international, EU, national 
and local level through the cooperative resolution 
of issues. The SDD approach formulates mutual 
benefit solutions (win-win solutions).
Αlliances: The European Institute of Management 

and Governance of EPLO has been accepted as an 
official partner of the campaign of the European 
Agency for Safety and Health at Work (EU-OSHA) 
for stress in the workplace. For this purpose, 
the Institute organized a one day conference 
in Athens on “Manage Stress in Workplace” in 
December 2014 in collaboration with the Ministry 
of Labor, Social Security and Welfare.
 The Institute has signed a MoU with SFEE 
(Hellenic Association of Pharmaceutical 
Companies) in order to arrive at a consensus on 
how to address and solve the problems of the 
National Healthcare system. Furthermore, the two 
parties collaborate in scientific and educational 
activities. A Structured Democratic Dialogue 
(SDD) was carried out with all involved experts, 
institutions and organizations through two 
co-laboratories of SDD at the EPLO premises in 
Sounion in November and December2013. (More 
on page 112).
 The Institute is in collaboration with 
the Institute for 21stCenturyAgoras (www.
globalagoras.org).
 The Institute is in collaboration with the 
Bionian Cluster (www. bioniancluster.com) which 
is the First Health Sciences Cluster in Greece 
&Southeastern Europe.  

Training Program: One of the first activities of 
the Institute is the Distance Learning Training 
Program “Financing Tools and Mechanisms of the 
European Union and other international bodies».
This program started in November 2012 and is 
repeated every month.  Twenty five series have 
been implemented until December 2015 and 
1.650 civil servants from all over Greece have 
participated.
Two new programs for civil servants have 
been designed: “Psychosocial dimensions of 
the relations in workplace – The development 
of handling skills” and “Transparency and 
Legitimacy in all stages of the supply chain in the 
State”.

The very first steps  
of a new Institute  

EUROPEAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT AND GOVERNANCE
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Education

EUROPEAN PUBLIC LAW ORGANIZATION

EUROPEAN LAW AND GOVERNANCE SCHOOL  
ACADEMY OF EUROPEAN PUBLIC LAW   

ACADEMY OF TRANSPARENCY AND HUMAN RIGHTS  
CAMBRIDGE SUMMER CAMPUS  

DISTANCE LEARNING TRAINING PROGRAM

Activity Report 2015
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EPLO / EDUCATION

Aiming to be continuously at the forefront of research and education, 
the EPLO has created a special Agency called the European Law 

and Governance School (ELGS).
The ELGS shall offer undergraduate and postgraduate courses, 
with a unique design and incomparable curriculum. One track of 
undergraduate studies aims to create the European lawyer of the 
new era, focusing on the European perspective of legal studies, while 
highlighting the common legal traditions of European states and the 
principles that underpin the discipline on a global scale. 
Postgraduate level legal studies shall offer a specialization in either 
European or International law, uniquely blending them with analyses of 
national legal systems and frameworks.
The other option for undergraduates focuses on world-wide governance 
studies and contributes to the creation of a new generation of highly 
skilled administrators and leaders. Postgraduate governance studies 
shall complement and advance the qualifications of ELGS graduates.
The ELGS was officially launched at the first Board of Trustees meeting 
on March 27, 2013 in Brussels, at the European Parliament, which was 
held in the presence of the Council of Representatives.

GOVERNANCE
The ELGS is governed by three bodies: the Board of Trustees, the 
Council of Representatives and the Faculty Board.

1. The Board of Trustees is comprised of prominent figures, appointed 
by the EPLO, in the fields of law in governance to meet regularly and 
advise on the functioning and advancement of the school. 

2. The Council of Representatives is a consortium of Universities 
established both in Europe and on other Continents that cooperate with 
the ELGS and plays an active role in its functioning. 

3. The Faculty Board is composed of distinguished academic 
personalities from Europe and the entire world, appointed by the EPLO, 
and is responsible for overseeing all academic activities.

Cultivating the next  
generation of leaders
A new special agency by the EPLO 

Prof. G. Amato at the 
official launching of the 
ELGS at the European 
Parliament. 

!

EUROPEAN LAW AND GOVERNANCE SCHOOL



The official launching of the ELGS at the European 
Parliament. From left to right: Professors Gérard Timsit, 
Spyridon Flogaitis, Giuliano Amato, Nikolaos  Alivizatos.

The announcement  of the ELGS during 
the Board of Directors meeting in September 2013 at 

the EPLO headquarters in Sounion, Greece. 

The EPLO 
has created the  

European Law and  
Governance School (ELGS). 

The ELGS offers 
undergraduate and 

postgraduate courses
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EPLO / EDUCATION

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

PRESIDENT
Professor Giuliano Amato
Former Prime Minister of Italy.

SECRETARY GENERAL
Professor Nikolaos K. Alivizatos

Professor of Constitutional Law, National and Capodistrian University of Athens, 
Former Minister, Greece.

Professor Sabino Cassese
Judge of the Constitutional Court of Italy,  
University of Rome “La Sapienza”, Italy.

Professor J. Sérvulo Correia  
University of Lisbon, Portugal.

Professor Jean-Paul Costa
Former President of the European Court  

of Human Rights, France.

Professor Paul P. Craig
University of Oxford, United Kingdom.

Professor Jacqueline Dutheil de la Rochère
Former President of the University οf Paris II 

(Panthéon-Assas), France.

Professor Agustín Gordillo
Administrative Law Foundation, Argentina

Mr. Foivos Karzis
Journalist, Greece

The Rt. Hon. Lord Justice Laws
Lord Justice of Appeal, Royal Courts of Justice, 

United Kingdom.

Dr. Ioannis Pottakis
Former Minister, Greece.

Mr. Andreas Mavroyiannis
Permanent Secretary Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Former Minister, Cyprus.

Professor Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa
University of Lisbon, Former Minister, Portugal.

Professor Christos Rozakis
President of the Administrative Tribunal  

of the Council of Europe, Former Vice President  
of the Court of Human Rights,  

Former Minister, Greece.

Professor Eberhard Schmidt-Aβmann 
Heidelberg University, Germany.

Dr. Vishnu Varunyou
The Office of the Administrative Courts of Thailand, 

Thailand.

Ms. Angeliki Verli
Former European Commission Official, Greece. 

Mr. Enver Yücel
Chairman of the Board of Trustees,  

University of Bahçeşehir, Turkey.

Dr. Marek Ženíšek
Member of Parliament, Parliament of the Czech 

Republic, Czech Republic.

MEMBERS

!

EUROPEAN LAW AND 
GOVERNANCE SCHOOL



 Bahçeşehir University 
Turkey

 University of Barcelona 
Spain

 Caucasus University 
Georgia

 University of Central Europe in Skalica 
Slovakia

 Comenius University in Bratislava 
Slovakia

 University of European Political 
& Economic Studies “Constantin Stere” 

Moldova

 University of East Sarajevo 
Republic of Srpska, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

 European University Cyprus 
Cyprus

 University of Graz 
Austria

 Jagiellonian University 
Poland

 University of Jena 
Germany

 University of Lisbon, 
Portugal

 University Montesquieu-Bordeaux IV 
France

 National University of "Odessa Law Academy "
Ukraine

 University of Naples L’Orientale 
Italy

 University of Oslo 
Norway

 University of Osnabrück 
Germany

 University of Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne 
France

 National School of Political Studies 
and Public Administration, 

Romania 

 Queen’s University of Belfast 
Northern Ireland

 University of Rome “La Sapienza” 
Italy

 University of Sládkovičovo 
Slovakia

 University of Trento 
Italy

 Union University of Belgrade 
Serbia

COUNCIL OF REPRESENTATIVES
(Universities Represented on the Council)
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EPLO / EDUCATION

Τhe Academy of European Public Law, the protagonist in the 
teaching of European public law for almost twenty years, 

continued its pursuit of excellence in 2012 and 2013. 
Founded in 1995, the Academy is the oldest and most esteemed 
educational establishment of the EPLO, as well as of its predecessor, 
the European Public Law Center. It is also the most representative 
of the EPLO’s mandate. The Academy enjoys a reputation as the 
primary destination for scholarship in public law within Europe’s 
dynamic setting. The EPLO has been intertwined with the 
development of European Public Law and the emergence of the EU 
as a new legal order in international law. This knowledge is reflected 
in the educational program of the Academy. 
For those interested in furthering their knowledge and skills of the 
diverse reasoning and philosophy engrained in various national  
public law systems of European countries, the Academy offers study 
sessions leading to a Certificate of Attendance in European Public 
Law and to the Intensive International Master of Laws (I.I.LL.M.) 
in European Public Law. The sessions coincide with the annual 
conference of the European Group of Public Law, the EGPL Annual 
Reunion, which takes place in Greece during September, where its 
members meet to present and discuss their findings on a collectively 
chosen topic regarding public law. 
The Academy students are given the opportunity to attend the 
EGPL Annual Reunion and therefore come into contact with 
the most advanced concepts and viewpoints in European public 
law. Additionally, the students have the opportunity to meet the 
individuals behind them. This is a unique advantage in terms of the 
students’ academic and professional development.
In its 19 years of existence, more than 500 students have graduated 
from the Academy. They are currently enjoying prestigious careers in 
academia, the public, private and international development sectors, 
and advocacy.
In addition to its primary annual session, the Academy, in partnership 
with the University members of the EPLO, organizes various sessions 
addressed to the students of partner Universities. 

Protagonist in the teaching  
of European public law 
Over 500 students have graduated in 19 years

Temple of Poseidon, 
the landmark 
of Sounion where the
Academy is located. 

!

ACADEMY OF EUROPEAN PUBLIC LAW



The headquarters of the EPLO in Sounion, Greece, 
where the oldest and most esteemed educational 

establishment of the Organization is located.

The EPLO 
has been intertwined 
with the development 

of European Public Law 
and the emergence  

of the EU as a new legal 
order in international law
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EPLO / EDUCATION

The Academy of European Public Law offers the Certificate of 
Attendance in European Public Law and the Intensive International 

Master of Laws (I.I.LL.M.) in European Public Law. 
To obtain the I.I.LL.M. students attend 2 Academy study sessions of 
3 weeks each. They must also produce a dissertation and defend it 
before an ad hoc international jury panel. The Academy study sessions 
are conducted annually during the months of August and September. 
Students can complete their I.I.LL.M. program in a period longer than 13 
months. In addition, students may choose to produce their dissertation 
following the attendance of their second study session. In this case, the 
students defend their dissertation no later than three years following 
their attendance of the second study session.
Each session consists of a general lecture course and three weekly 
seminar courses. Classes are taught by leading academics and experts 
in the field, members of the European Group of Public Law (EGPL). 
During the third weekend of the study session, students have the 
opportunity to attend the annual conference of the EGPL, and benefit 
from interacting with personalities at the forefront of developments in 
the field.  
These intense summer study sessions are intended for candidates 
who, due to personal or professional obligations, do not wish to take 
an entire year off to study. Additionally, the programs are intended for 
candidates who are interested in further developing their knowledge of 
European public law, meeting the world’s leading experts in this field, 
improving their English and French language skills, and experiencing 
academia in Europe.  This style of learning is distinctly collaborative 
and interactive, with an emphasis on professional development. 

The new 
website 
of the 
Academy

Program and Structure
!

!



For almost 20 years the Academy offers study sessions leading 
to Intensive International Master of Laws (I.I.LL.M.) or to a Certificate 

of Attendance in European Public Law. 

The Academy 
study sessions 

are conducted annually 
during the months 

of August and September. 
Students can complete their 
I.I.LL.M. program in a period 

longer than 13 months
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EPLO / EDUCATION

1. HONORARY BOARD

PRESIDENT
Prof. J. Dutheil de la Rochère, 

University of Paris II (Panthéon-Assas), France.

Prof. J.-B. Auby, 
Science Po, Paris, France.

Prof. K. Balabanov, 
University of Mariupol, Ukraine.

Prof. S. Cassese, 
Judge of the Constitutional Court of Italy, 
University of Rome “La Sapienza”, Italy.

Prof. P.P. Craig, 
St John’s College, University of Oxford, United 

Kingdom.

Prof. P.D. Dagtoglou, 
Emeritus, National and Capodistrian University 

of Athens, Greece.

Prof. A. Gordillo, 
Foundation of Administrative Law, Argentina.

Prof. L. Martín–Retortillo, 
Complutense University of Madrid, Spain.

Prof. J. Morison, 
The Queen’s University of Belfast, United Kingdom.

Prof. E. Schmidt-Aßmann, 
University of Heidelberg, Germany.

Prof. L. Ortega Álvarez, 
University of Castilla-La Mancha, Spain.

Prof. Il Han Özay, 
University of Istanbul, Turkey.

MEMBERS

Honorary 
Board

1.

2. 3.
Curatorium Directorate

The Academy 
is governed 
by 3 bodies

Governance 1. The Honorary Board is the consultative body 
offering its academic expertise when required.

2. The Curatorium is the body responsible for 
granting admission to the programs and assessing 
the examinations. In addition, the Curatorium 
determines which dissertations of those highest 
assessed by the jury panel are to be published in 
the Academy of European Public Law Series.
The Curatorium also has an internal organ called 
the Executive Committee of the Curatorium.

3. The Directorate, composed of the Director, 
the Deputy Director and the Scientific Secretary 
of the Academy, is the body charged with the 
management of the Academy. The Directorate, 
along with the Executive Committee of the 
Curatorium, comprised of four Curatorium 
members, meets at regular intervals throughout 
the year to decide on the lectures and the subject 
areas of the Academy’s courses, and the general 
direction of the Academy programs.

!

ACADEMY OF EUROPEAN 
PUBLIC LAW



2. CURATORIUM

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  
OF THE CURATORIUM 3. DIRECTORATE

PRESIDENT
Prof. G. Anthony, 

Academy Director, Queen’s University of Belfast, United Kingdom.

The Executive Committee of the Curatorium 
consists of the Academy’s Directorate and three 

more members:

Director of the Academy

Prof. Gordon Anthony,  
The Queen’s University of Belfast, United Kingdom.

Alternate Director of the Academy

Dr. Jur. Andreas Pottakis (Oxon).

Scientific Secretary

Mr. Bernardo Diniz de Ayala,
Scientific Secretary of the Academy, 

Catholic University of Portugal.

Prof. N. Arat, 
University Kadir Has, Turkey.

Prof. S. Battini, 
Tuscia University, Italy. 

Mr. B. Diniz de Ayala, 
Scientific Secretary of the Academy,  

Catholic University of Portugal.

Prof. O. Dubos,  
University of Paris II Panthéon-Assas, France.

Prof. F. Goudappel, 
Erasmus University Rotterdam, 

The Netherlands.

Prof. Th. Groß, 
University of Osnabrück, Germany.

Prof. L. Malíková, 
Comenius University in Bratislava, 

Slovak Republic.

MEMBERS

Prof. F. Goudappel,  
Erasmus University Rotterdam, The Netherlands.

Prof. J.-B. Auby, 
Sciences Po, Paris, France.

Prof. J. Morison, 
The Queen’s University of Belfast, 

United Kingdom.
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Newly established in 2013, the Academy of Transparency & Human 
Rights offers higher education and tailor-made professional programs 

which cover a number of highly debated topics, such as: transparency in 
the public sector, protection of human rights, anticorruption tools, and 
more. The instruction is conducted in English and in Greek, and the courses 
take place worldwide. Active or future professionals of governance are 
welcome to apply, in addition to practitioners of new public management 
of any kind in all branches of government. 
In 2013, the Academy organized two training programs, one on the 
professional and the other on the academic level. 
The first was a training program for Bosnian judges in the jurisprudence 
of the European Court of Human Rights, conducted in Strasbourg, 
France, on 15-19 September, 2013, under the scientific responsibility of 
the Vice-Commissioner of the State and Director of the Academy, Dr. 
Ioannis Karkalis. Judges and legal advisors from the Court of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, including the President of the Court, translators from the 
Court, and representatives of the United States Embassy in Sarajevo 
participated in the program. The program included meetings with the 
Bosnian and Greek judges of the European Court of Human Rights, 
Judge Faris Vehabović and Judge Linos-Alexandre Sicilianos, while the 
participants had the opportunity to attend one of the Grand Chamber 
hearings of the European Court of Human Rights. The program was 
realized under the auspices and with the support of the United States 
Embassy in Sarajevo. The second was a training program for nine Russian 
students from the Law Faculty of the Russian Presidential Academy of 
National Economy and Public Administration on the subject of Public 
International Law at the EPLO premises in Sounion, Greece on 24 
November-1 December, 2013. 
The representative of the Rector and the Academy, Mr. Valery Smirnov, 
accompanied the students. The training program comprised of intensive 
lectures, workshops, study visits, and sightseeing. This program was the 
first cooperation between EPLO and the Russian Academy, which became 
a member of the EPLO Board of Directors in 2013 and the first Russian 
institution to join the Organization. 
Finally, early in 2014, the Academy and the Hellenic National Security 
School organized three lectures on the subject “Transparency and Human 
Rights” at the Hellenic Police Academy. The first lecture on the subject 
“Jus politiae and the Formation of State” was given by Professor Spyridon 

A new Academy
for higher education

ACADEMY OF TRANSPARENCY AND HUMAN RIGHTS

The National  
Anti-corruption 
coordinator  
and Honorary Public 
Prosecutor of the 
Supreme Court of the 
Hellenic Republic,  
Ioannis Tendes. 

!



Supreme Justices of the Supreme Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Vice-Commissioner of the State and 
Director of the Academy of Transparency and Human Rights, Dr. Ioannis Karkalis.  Lectures in Strasbourg

The Bosnian Judge of the European Court of Human Rights along with Supreme Justices 
of the Supreme Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina

The Academy 
of Transparency 

& Human Rights offers 
higher education 

and tailor-made profession-
al programs which cover 

a number of highly 
debated topics
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Flogaitis, EPLO Director and Professor of the National and Capodistrian 
University of Athens, followed by a second lecture on “Asset Recovery on a 
Νοn-Conviction Base as an Anti-Corruption Method” by Dr. Ioannis Karkalis, 
Vice-Commissioner of the State and Director of the Academy. The third and 
final lecture was given by Mr. Yannis Politis, Journalist and Professor at the 
National and Capodistrian University of Athens, on “The Relationship of 
Journalists with the Sources of Information”.
The lectures are part of the broad cooperation between the Hellenic 
Police and the EPLO, reinforced by the signing of a Memorandum of 
Understanding between the two on 4 December, 2013. 
The Memorandum foresees the collaboration of the two signatory parties 
for the strengthening and the safeguarding of their respective missions 
and work through the implementation of activities promoting transparency 
and human rights - as fundamental values of public administrative action – 
and the fight against corruption. In this framework, forms of collaboration 
include the exchange of knowledge and experiences, the joint organization 
of scientific conferences, lectures etc. with the participation of officials from 
both parties, as well as the execution of educational and training programs.  
The three lectures were attended by the Chief of Staff of the Hellenic Police 
Headquarters, Lieutenant Konstantinos Tsoubalas, the Director of the 
Police Academy, Major General Evangelos Venetis, the Commanders, the 
Deputy Commanders and Heads of the Study Units of the Police Academy. 
The lectures were also attended by the students of the Department of 
Professional Training of officers-staff of the National Security School, as 
well as the police cadets of the Hellenic Police Academy.

The Director  
of the Academy  
of Transparency  
and Human Rights,  
Dr. Ioannis Karkalis.

!

DIRECTOR OF THE ACADEMY

Dr. Ioannis Karkalis,
Supreme Court Justice, Vice - Commissioner of the State, Greece.

Aggeliki Papapanagiotou-Leza,
Administrative Appeals Judge, Greece.

Dr. Maria Gavouneli,
Assistant Professor of International Law, 
Faculty of Law, National and Capodistrian 

University of Athens, Greece.

 
 

Dr. Spyros Vlachopoulos,
Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, National 

and Capodistrian University of Athens, Greece.

Dr. Yannis Ktistakis,
Department of Law, Democritus 

University of Thrace, Greece.
Assistant Professor, Department  

of Political Science and International Relations, 
Boğaziçi University, Turkey. 

MEMBERS OF THE ACADEMIC BOARD

Governance ACADEMY OF TRANSPARENCY 
AND HUMAN RIGHTS



The students of RANEPA that were trained at the Academy of Transparency and Human Rights,  
along with the Vice-Commissioner of the State and Director of the Academy of Transparency and Human Rights, 

Dr. Ioannis Karkalis and the Deputy Dean of the SPERANKSY Faculty of Law and Permanent Representative  
to the European Public Law Organization, Mr. Valerios Smirnov.

The Vice-Commissioner of the State and Director 
of the Academy of Transparency and Human Rights, 

Dr. Ioannis Karkalis along with the Référendaire 
at the European Court of Human Rights, 

Mr. Panagiotis Vogiatzis

The Vice-Commissioner of the State and Director 
of the Academy of Transparency and Human Rights, 

Dr. Ioannis Karkalis during the award 
of the diplomas of the Academy of Transparency 

and Human Rights

Newly established 
in 2013,  

the Academy offers  
higher education  
and tailor-made  

professional programs
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Students from the Russian Presidential 
Academy of National Economy and Public 

Administration (RANEPA) took an Introductory 
Course on Public International Law, in the 
Academy of Transparency and Human Rights at 
the EPLO premises in Sounion, in November 2014.  
Selected RANEPA students attended classes, 
participated in workshops and study visits in 
various sites of Greece during their stay. Their 
instructors, University professors and experts, 
addressed various issues on Public International 
Law such as: International and National Law, 
Sources of Public International Law, International 
Organization Law, International Law of Human 
Rights, International Environmental Law, 
International Dispute Settlement, The EU and 
Public International Law, Introduction to the 
International Law of Treaties, Negotiation in 
International Diplomacy etc. During the seminar, 
a study visit to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
was conducted where the Head of the Special 
Legal Department Mrs. M. Telalian provided a 
historic background on the Cypriot issue from 

the establishment of the Cypriot state until today. 
Moreover Mrs. Telalian referred to today’s global 
challenges and in particular to the issue of foreign 
fighters with special reference to the addressing 
of the issue by the UN Security Council and the 
interpretation of the decisions taken. Ambassador 
Mr. P. Karkampasis guided the students around the 
Diplomatic Academy. 
The students also attended the lecture on “The 
Cyprus problem: New effort and prospects”, given 
by the Ambassador Mr. Andreas Mavroyiannis, 
negotiator of the Greek Cypriot community. On the 
sidelines of the training seminar, RANEPA students 
visited the Academy of Athens where they were 
honorably received by the President, Professor 
Epaminondas Spiliotopoulos.  During their stay 
they also experienced a tour to archaeological 
sites and museums in Sounion, Lavrion, Epidaurus. 
Furthermore they had the chance to practice 
English and get a taste of the culture of Greece. 
RANEPA is the first educational institution in 
Russia to have joined the Board of Directors of the 
EPLO.

The students of RANEPA at the EPLO premises with 
the representative of the Rector and the Russian 
Academy, Mr. Valery Smirnov, in the middle.

Dr Ioannis Karkalis, Director of the Academy, 
offers the certificates to the Russian students.

Seminar 
for students   
from Russia
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Aprogram in the 
European Public Law for 

members of the Supreme 
Administrative Court of 
Thailand was held at the 
EPLO premises, in Sounion, 
in September 2014, under 
the “Yerakis project”.   
The project was conducted 
by the Academy of 
Transparency and Human 
Rights in collaboration with 
the Supreme Administrative 
Court of Thailand. A 5-day 
seminar on the “Political, 
Administrative and Judicial 
System of Greece” was 
organized for a group of 15 

high administrative judges 
at the EPLO premises 
in Sounion. High ranked 
members of the Greek 
Academia and Judiciary, 
as well as law practitioners 
formed the team of trainers 
and conducted a fruitful 
dialogue.   
The Thai delegation 
combined the study 
visit to Greece with one 
daily excursion to the 
Greek Islands and one to 
Peloponnese, a visit to 
the center of Athens, a 
guided tour at the Acropolis 
Museum and the Parthenon 

The Thai delegation at the EPLO premises in Sounion 
with the Director of the Academy Dr Ioannis Karkalis in the middle. 

as well as an amazing dinner 
experience underneath 
the Temple of Poseidon at 
Cape Sounion. The project 
was realized, within the 
framework of EPLO-Yerakis 
project, in collaboration with 
the Supreme Administrative 
Court of Thailand and due to 
its success will be conducted 
annually onwards. The EPLO 
has been active in Thailand 
since 2004. The Yerakis 
project involves the training 
of the legal practitioners of 
the Supreme Administrative 
Court of Thailand, comprising 
administrative judges, 
administrative officials and 
civil servants, in the field of 
European public law, including 
the principles of the Rule of 
Law and good governance, as 
well as issues pertaining to 
public administration.

Training program  
for judges of Thailand
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“Law in the Making”
by EPLO in Cambridge

The Cambridge Campus at Wolfson 
College is a newly launched 

initiative of the EPLO that aims 
to organize dynamic and highly 
stimulating activities for advanced 
undergraduates, postgraduates and 
executives on topics related to “Law in 
the Making”. 
The activities of the campus are run by 
prestigious scholars and practitioners 
from the University of Cambridge and 
include engaging lectures, conferences, 

short seminar series, and summer 
courses. 
Through the programs, participants are 
granted the opportunity to explore the 
political, institutional, regulatory and 
supervisory frameworks of evolving 
fields of law, primarily related to 
European and International integration.
All programs are run in cooperation 
with and at Wolfson College, which is 
the most modern and cosmopolitan 
college of the University of Cambridge. 

NEW SUMMER CAMPUS AT WOLFSON COLLEGE 

EPLO / EDUCATION
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Wolfson College is a leading 
academic research institution with 
postgraduate students and mature 
students from throughout the world.
In addition to attending rigorous 
courses and meeting eminent 
speakers, students have the 
opportunity to network with other 
participants of their class, and 
explore the historic city of Cambridge 
along with surrounding world-class 
tourist sites.

The campus website: http://csc.eplo.eu/
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The EPLO launched the Global Law & 
Governance (GLG) Summer School, a 

summer school in Sounion, Greece, offering 
an intensive week-long summer program 
with courses and study sessions run on an 
annual basis. All courses are taught in the 
English language from leading faculty, with a 
completely interdisciplinary approach to law 
and policy. This is not a traditional summer 
school with introductory courses in different 
areas of law or social science. Instead, it 
operates as a research-led teaching Academy, 
providing professors the opportunity to share 
their most recent research with a select 
group of students, through lectures, seminars 
and mini-colloquia. Students have access 
to a variety of seminars providing cutting-
edge analysis on hot topics in global law and 
governance.
Issues of governance and design of public 
policy and law are crucial for the future of 
European and International integration. For 
this reason, the GLG Summer School focuses 

on topics related to public policy, politics and 
international relations, administrative science 
and legal studies. Classes of the GLG Summer 
School are taught by Professors specializing in 
various fields of social sciences and especially 
from the fields of Law, Economics, Politics, 
Philosophy and Sociology. Empirical analysis of 
law has a special place in these study programs. 
The GLG Summer School also aims to acquaint 
students with the methodological issues of 
the respective field. Due to the increase of 
information sources, it is equally important 
to know not only the substance, but also the 
methodological foundations of the respective 
field of study. One of the core purposes of the 
program is to bring talented young students 
and scholars into contact with renowned 
academics from some of the best Universities 
around the world. The GLG Summer School is 
primarily addressed to graduate students, but 
also to excellent undergraduate students from 
all fields of social sciences such as law, politics, 
economics, sociology, history, philosophy and 

Interdisciplinary approach 
in Law and Policy 

THE GLOBAL LAW AND GOVERNANCE SUMMER SCHOOL 

Higher 
education

in Bosnia 
& Herzegovina

THE BRČKO NATIONAL SCHOOL 
OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

The BNSPA, an institution of higher education 
in Brčko, Bosnia and Herzegovina, is an agency 

of the EPLO and developed as a graduate training 
school for civil servants, elected members of the 
local authorities and judges of the administrative 
justice interested in obtaining a Master’s Diploma in 
national, comparative and European administrative 
law and administrative science, while offering training 
seminars for those who wish to develop their skills 
in a specialized public administration area including 
civil servants, as well as professionals and experts 
that deal with the public sector at their everyday 
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international relations, as well as to trainee 
lawyers, lawyers and officials of international 
organizations and domestic administrations who 
might have no background in interdisciplinary 
and seek ways to continue their education. 
The participants attend classes in the various 
fields conducted by eminent professors from 
prestigious Universities from all over the world. 
All courses are seminar-like classes and colloquia, 
and active class-participation is encouraged.
The GLG Summer School offers four days of 
courses for approximately 24 hours of seminars 
in total. Students are also invited to attend a 
conference on a topic determined annually by 
the Directors. Students will be awarded the 
Certificate of Attendance, provided that they fully 
attend and actively participate in classes, as well 
as complete all assignments.

The 2014 program:
Behavioral Economics - Regulation and 
Competition Implications taught by Xeni 
Dassiou, from the City University London

Recent Developments in the Relationship 
Between Economic Integration and Social 
Rights taught by Aristea Koukiadaki, from the 
Lancaster University & Nikolas Kountouris, UCL
Counterterrorism and Human Rights taught 
by Natasa Mavronicola, from the Queen’s 
University of Belfast
Alternative Means of Regulation: Agencies 
& Standards taught by Vassilis Hatzopoulos, 
from the Democritus University of Thrace
Law and Economics of Social Media taught 
by Ioannis Lianos, from UCL
Empirical Research in International Law 
taught by Georgios Dimitropoulos, Max 
Planck Institute Luxembourg
Constitutional Issues of the Eurozone Crisis 
- Fairness in the Eurozone taught by Pavlos 
Eleftheriadis, from the University of Oxford
Anticorruption & Human Rights: A 
comparative analysis in search of the 
connection taught by Ioannis Karkalis, 
Supreme Court Justice of Greece,  
and vice - commisioner of the state, Greece.

professional life. The new institution was inaugurated in 2010 
and in 2011 the first training seminars were organized. 

Series of Special Seminar Sessions on EU Integration of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina
In February 2012 seminars on “EU Immigration Law” were 
organized at the BNSPA, given by Prof. Flora Goudappel 
of the Erasmus University Rotterdam and member of 
the European Group of Public Law (the EPLO’s European 
Scientific Council). Audience included high level officials, and 
representatives of academic, public and justice institutions of 
the District, as well as the civil society.

DIRECTOR

Prof. Ioannis Lianos, 
University College London

DEPUTY DIRECTOR 

Dr. Georgios Dimitropoulos, 
Max Planck Institute Luxembourg 
for International, European and 
Regulatory Procedural Law

Governance
THE GLOBAL 

LAW & GOVERNANCE 
SUMMER SCHOOL
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In September 1994, the European Group of Public Law (EGPL), the European 
Scientific Council of the EPLO, decided to establish the doctoral/postdoctoral 

“Thesis Prize” to be awarded on an annual basis to the best doctoral or postdoctoral 
public law thesis characterized by its European dimension. The winner, selected by 
an ad hoc Committee of the European Group of Public Law, is invited to present his/
her ideas and thoughts expressed in the thesis at the EGPL Annual Reunion (every 
September in Greece), while an article based on his/her thesis is published in the 
“European Review of Public Law”.

for the best
Doctoral or Postdoctoral Public Law Thesis

Conditions for Participation:  
Candidates should have the 
nationality of one of the Member 
States of the European Union. Other 
candidates will be accepted only 
if their thesis was prepared at a 
University or Research Center of an 
EU country. The thesis should be 
written in one of the languages of the 
EU. An abstract should be prepared 
in one of the working languages of 
the European Review of Public Law 
(English, French, Russian, German, 
Italian and Portuguese).  Candidates 
should be below 40 years of age 
on January 1st of the year of the 
competition.  
Three copies and an abstract of 
the thesis, as well as a CV, must be 
submitted to the Secretariat. 

Awarded in 2012: During the Thesis 
Prize meeting, held for the 20th time 
since its foundation in 1993,  
the Prize Committee, presided by Prof. 
O. Jansen, awarded the Thesis Prize 
2012 to Dr. Thomas Perroud for the 
Thesis “La fonction contentieuse des 
autorités de régulation en France et 

au Royaume-Uni”, University Paris I 
Panthéon-Sorbonne, France.

Awarded in 2013: During the Thesis 
Prize meeting, held for the 21st time 
since its foundation in 1993, the Prize 
Committee, presided by Prof. J. 
Morison, jointly awarded the Thesis 
Prize 2013 to Dr. Fabien Le Bot for 
his thesis “Le principe de l’équilibre 
institutionnel en droit de l’Union 
européenne” and to Dr. Anoeska 
Buijze for her thesis “The Principle of 
Transparency in EU Law.”

Awarded in 2014: During the Thesis 
Prize meeting, held for the 22nd 
time since its foundation, the Prize 
Committee, presided by Prof. L. 
Maliková, jointly awarded the Prize 
to Dr. Yaniv Roznai, London School 
of Economics and Political Sciences 
for the Thesis “Unconstitutional 
Constitutional Amendments: A Study of 
the Nature and Limits of Constitutional 
Amendments Powers”, and to Dr. 
Hanan Qazbir, University of Toulouse, 
for the Thesis “L’internationalisation du 
droit constitutionnel”.
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The winners of 2011 Mr. Giorgos Dimitropoulos 
(on top) and 2012 Mr. Thomas Perroud. 

The winner 
of the “Thesis Prize” 

is invited to present 
his/her ideas and thoughts 

expressed in the thesis at the 
EGPL Annual Reunion, while an 
article based on his/her thesis 
is published in the “European 

Review of Public Law”

ACTIVITY REPORT 2015
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The internship program has become one of 
the Organization’s most attractive programs 

for students looking for a bridge between their 
academic studies and the professional world. 
Over the past few years, the EPLO has 
collaborated with the following Universities: 
Northeastern University (USA), Parma 
University, Perugia University, Modena 
University, Milano University and Cagliari 
University (Italy), the Hague University (The 
Netherlands), Mykolas Romeris University 
(Lithuania), Comenius University (Slovakia) and 
the National School of Political Science and  
Public Administration (Romania). 
In addition, students from the University 
of Dundee, University of Sussex and Kent 
University (UK), Stanford Law School, Stanford 
University (USA), Heidelberg University 
(Germany), University of Athens, University 
of Piraeus and Panteion University (Greece) 

The bridge between academic  
studies and the professional world

INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

have been accepted to the program through 
spontaneous applications. 
In 2012-2013 forty - five (45) interns, nationals of 
Bulgaria, Germany, Greece, Italy, Lithuania,  
Moldova, the Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Romania, Singapore, Slovakia and the USA, 
participated in the internship program. Through 
the program the interns become familiar with 
the structure, the functions and the areas of the 
EPLO’s various activities by providing assistance 
to the EPLO staff, which is based on an individual 
working plan.
They also participate in scientific and cultural 
events organized by the EPLO, such as 
PowerPoint presentations on a specific topic, 
courses on the EPLO objectives, an Athens city 
tour and other excursions.
By the end of a student’s internship, students 
have developed the skills and the ability to 
enable them to manage complex situations and 

EPLO / EDUCATION
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In 2012-2013 
forty-five (45) interns 

participated in the internship 
program.

The National 
Institute 
of Public 
Administration 
of Hungary 
has signed 
a partnership 
agreement 
with the EPLO 
for the 
internship 
program.

be better prepared for the professional world, 
or for more advanced academic studies. The 
entire program is supervised and coordinated 
by an expert on educational activities and HR 
management.
Further developing the internship program, the 
EPLO has signed a partnership agreement with 
the National Institute of Public Administration 

of Hungary with the aim to support the training 
and professional development of Hungarian 
fresh graduates, who are dedicated to public 
administration. 
It also ensured the placement of two Hungarian 
citizens for internship and professional practice 
in various national and regional administration 
posts.
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In November 2012, the EPLO launched a 
distance learning training program for Greek 

civil servants, with the first course on the 
subject “Financing Tools and Mechanisms of 
the European Union and other international 
bodies”. From 2012 when the course was 
launched until the summer of 2014, almost 1100 
Greek civil servants successfully completed the 
course. The aim of the program is to develop 
skills that will enable trainees to understand 
the funding opportunities available within the 
EU and the international environment, and how 
to use them. Amidst the current financial crisis, 
the use of any funding opportunities offered 
by the European Union and other international 
organizations is crucial and decisive for the 
development of necessary public policies. 
In order to facilitate and intensify the use of 
available resources, it is these local officers 
of departments of central and regional 
administration, who need to be familiar with 
these financial frameworks.
The program is entirely online, asynchronous 
and involves 350 hours of training including 
online work and studies, to be completed within 

three months. It provides all the required 
teacher-support material. The material has 
been drafted by national and European experts 
in the relevant topics, as well as by University 
Professors. Trainees can follow this program at 
their own convenience. 

Course modules include: 
  Introduction to Distance Learning - 
Methodology and Platform
  Introduction to International Law
  Introduction to European Law
  Introduction to the International 
Organizations 
  Organization and Functioning of the 
European Union
  European Public Policy
  European Structural Funds
  European Initiatives and Financial Means
  International Funding from Other Sources
  Introduction to Management Techniques 
Planning
  Planning and Implementation
  Procedures for Access to Financing Tools
  Control and Monitoring

DISTANCE LEARNING TRAINING PROGRAM 
FOR GREEK CIVIL SERVANTS 

Teaching 
people 
in their homes
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Public Diplomacy
Seminar

In 2014 the EPLO implemented a 
seminar on the subject "Public 

Diplomacy and the Media for the 
young diplomats of the Diplomatic 
Academy of the Hellenic Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs". 

In cooperation with the Law Office of Cyprus and the 
Supreme Court of Cyprus the EPLO organized two 

seminars on “The interplay between EU and national law” 
and “Issues of Court organization and administrative 
procedures” on 28 February and 21 March 2014, 
respectively. The seminars were attended by 120 Cypriot 
lawyers, judges and counsels overall.

Training 
seminars
in Cyprus

Seminars in 
Cyprus by 

the EPLO in 
cooperation 

with the Law 
Office of 
Cyprus.
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Early in 2014, the EPLO launched 
the “Training Institute for Law and 

Governance”, a training unit aimed at the 
dissemination of knowledge and training 
within the Law and Governance sector.  
For this purpose, the Institute implements 
educational, scientific and training 
activities, providing specialized educational 
preparatory programs for the candidates 
participating in professional examinations 
in Greece and abroad. The “Training 
Institute for Law and Governance”, 
in collaboration with national and 
international scientific institutions and 

specialized educational personnel, 
provides trainees with high standard 
educational services aiming at their successful 
preparation for the attainment of their 
professional and scientific objectives.
Its first activity will be a course 
preparing candidates for admission 
to Greece’s “National School of 
Judges” (Direction of Administrative 
Justice), by which each year vacancies 
of cadets of Rapporteurs of the State 
Council, Deputies of the Administrative 
Court and cadets of Rapporteurs of the Court 
of Auditors are filled.

Preparing candidates  
for the National School of Judges

TRAINING INSTITUTE FOR LAW AND GOVERNANCE
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EPLO / TECHNICAL COOPERATION

From 2011 to 2012, 
the EPLO was a 

partner in the project 
“Technical Assistance 
for Strengthening 
and Enforcement of 
the Capacities of the 
Albanian Copyright 
Office” aimed at 
strengthening the 
capacities of the 
Albanian Copyright 
Office, regional 
Copyright Offices and their partners and improving the enforcement 
of copyright and neighboring rights in Albania.  The project focused on 
technical assistance for amending, preparing, adopting and improving 
the legislation according to the upgraded EU legal framework. It entailed 
reviewing the enforcement procedures and implementing tools with 
the purpose of enhancing the efficiency of respecting and protecting 
copyrights, providing training programs for the staff of the Albanian 
Copyright Office on investigation and enforcement procedures and, 
finally, raising awareness among copyright owners and the general public 
on copyright law in Albania by organizing consultations and workshops, 
and through a targeted public awareness campaign.

More specifically, the project was based on three components: 
1.  Strengthening the operational capacity of the Albanian Copyright 

Office for implementing current laws by supporting its staff and 
improving the cooperation among stakeholders.

2.  Ensuring a proper transposition of EU laws into Albanian legislation 
and upgrading the current legislation in accordance with European 
best practices on intellectual property and copyrights.

3.  Building awareness on copyright and neighboring rights amongst the 
users of works protected by copyright or neighboring rights, right 
holders, their representatives and the general public.

Technical assistance  
to the Copyright Office

ALBANIA

STATE FOCUS

Funded by 
the European 
Commission, 
the project was 
implemented by the 
EPLO in partnership 
with Hulla & Co. 
Human Dynamics 
of Austria (leader), 
PETOŠEVIĆ of 
Belgium, the 
Romanian Copyright 
Office and the 
Slovenian Intellectual 
Property Office.

info



From 2012 to 2014, the EPLO was a partner in the Twinning project 
“Strengthening the enforcement of Intellectual Property Rights in the 

Republic of Armenia” aimed at strengthening the enforcement of Intellectual 
Property Rights in Armenia for reducing the level of piracy of goods protected 
by intellectual property law. 
The Partnership and Co-operation Agreement between the European 
Communities and their members and the Republic of Armenia foresees 
that the Republic of Armenia shall continue to improve the protection of 
intellectual, industrial and commercial property rights in order to provide 
for a level of protection similar to that existing in the Community, including 
effective means of enforcing such rights. The European Neighborhood Policy 
Action Plan opened new partnership perspectives, including the possibility to 
provide Armenia with technical assistance and support to meet EU norms and 
standards and ensure legislative approximation though mechanisms such as 
Twinning and TAIEX. One of the comprehensive sets of priorities fixed by the 
Action Plan foresees ensuring a level of protection of intellectual property 
rights similar to that in the EU, including means of enforcement.
The project introduced measures for strengthening the overall Intellectual 
Property Rights (IPR) enforcement capacity of the Armenian society – public 
institutions, private entities and the public at large – for better understanding 
of and stronger involvement in the protection of intellectual property rights in 
line with the EU development directions and as part of executing the policy and 
reform strategy of Armenia in relation to IPR enforcement. It involved three 
thematic components including the strengthening of the IPR enforcement 
infrastructure in Armenia, the strengthening of IPR enforcement capacity of 
main stakeholders and the raising of awareness on IPR enforcement.

Strengthening the  
Intellectual Property Rights

ARMENIA

The project was 
funded by the 
European Commission 
and implemented by 
the Danish Patent 
and Trademark Office 
(leader) and the 
EPLO. 
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From 2011 to 2013, the EPLO was the lead partner in the Twinning 
project “Capacity Development for Enforcement of Copyright and 

Related Rights in Azerbaijan” aimed at strengthening the copyright and 
related rights regime, and as a result, the reduction of piracy of goods 
protected by intellectual property laws. 
Azerbaijan experiences an exceptionally high level of piracy of products 
incorporating protected works. The Government of Azerbaijan has set 
a high degree of priority to combating this problem, as it aspires for its 
economy to be technologically advanced and knowledge-based. 
The Twinning project, aimed at strengthening the institutional capacity 
and the upgrading of the technological capacity of the Copyright 
Agency of Azerbaijan, was implemented in the direction of fulfilling this 
aspiration.  The project consisted of the strengthening of the institutional 
capacity and the upgrading of the technological capacity of the Copyright 
Agency of Azerbaijan, the reviewing of legal and regulatory framework 
and recommendations, training activities addressed to the Copyright 
Agency and other key stakeholders, as well as raising awareness 
activities. 

Enforcement of copyright  
and related rights

AZERBAIJAN

STATE FOCUS

The project was 
funded by the 
European Commission 
and implemented by 
the EPLO (leader), 
in partnership with 
the Internationale 
Rechtliche 
Zusammenarbeit 
(IRZ) of Germany 
and the Fundación 
Internacional y para 
Iberoamérica de 
Administración y 
Políticas Públicas 
(FIIAPP) of Spain. 
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The EPLO is the lead partner in the project “Children’s Role for a Strong 
Civil Society” aimed at promoting the development of a more dynamic 

civil society, which actively participates in the public debate on human 
rights and social inclusion, and a child-tailored justice system in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, which commenced in 2013 and expected to be concluded in 
the summer of 2014. 
Lack of access to justice and proper legal assistance may lead to fewer 
opportunities and social exclusion for children. In 1993 Bosnia and 
Herzegovina ratified the “Convention on the Rights of the Child” and to 
ensure its implementation adopted “The Action Plan for Children of BiH for 
the Period 2002–2010” and “The National Strategy for Combating Violence 

Children’s Role  
for a Strong 
Civil Society 

BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA

The project is 
co-funded by the 
European Commission 
and implemented by 
the EPLO (leader) in 
partnership with the 
VASA PRAVA in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. !

With kind permission by Kate Holt
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against Children (2007-2010)”. Despite these improvements, there are still 
several challenges in the implementation of the Convention. 
Children of displaced persons, children without parental care, children 
belonging to minority groups, and children with disabilities are among the 
most vulnerable groups. Discrimination against children in the education 
system remains a large problem and is caused by a number of reasons 
including the institutions not being acquainted with the needs and the 
rights of children, the public not being informed enough or sensitive to 
the status and problems of children, prejudices and stereotypes prevailing 
etc. With the help of the proposed action children, parents, teachers, CSOs, 
legal practitioners and local authorities will be familiarized with children’s 
rights and advised on how to achieve their full implementation, in order 
to increase children’s influence in society. In this way, children will be able 
to exercise their rights with fewer restrictions, and civil society will be 
better informed on current issues so as to improve the overall situation of 
children in the country. The project has the objective of identifying the legal 
provisions regulating the protection of children and their access to justice, 
while supporting civil society organizations in improving their capacities in 
the area of justice and security and the promotion of the rights of children.
A large part of the project involves extensive research on the situation of 
children’s rights and access to justice in the country, including research 
on the legal framework regulating these, analyzed both by a local and 
an EU expert, culminating in a report featuring all findings, a gap and 
needs analysis and recommendations, to be distributed to the main local 
stakeholders. Ensuring a wide and comprehensive perspective, the search 
will be conducted on three steps: general research on the legal framework, 
monitoring activity aimed at analyzing the implementation of the legal 
framework through questionnaires and interviews to legal practitioners, 
social workers, non-governmental organizations, local authorities, and 
empirical research through the interaction with children during workshops. 
Following the publication and dissemination of the research report, a final 
workshop will take place for the sharing of recommendations. 

!
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The project is funded 
by the European 
Commission and 
implemented by the 
EPLO in partnership 
with the European 
Profiles, Greece 
(leader), Ecorys South 
East Europe, Bulgaria, 
and the Hungarian 
National Institute for 
Public Administration. 

BOSNIA  
& HERZEGOVINA

!

Development of Central  
Bodies of Governments

The EPLO is a partner 
in the project 

“Development of Central 
Bodies of Governments in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina” 
aimed at assisting the 
governments in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina to 
implement the model 
of public administration 
development as described 
in the ‘Blueprint of 
development of central 
bodies of governments in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina.’ 
The ‘Blueprint’ provides 
concrete recommendations 
on how to develop the 
secretariats at the level of 
the State, the entities and 
the Brĉcko district into 
full-service institutions 
capable to manage the 
policy system on behalf 
of the governments in 
accordance with the best 
European practice. 
The project commenced 
in 2013 and has duration of two years. The organization, structure and 
operation of the Government and public administration in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (BiH) continue to rest upon a highly complex constitutional 
framework that remains deeply rooted in the Dayton Peace Agreement 
(Annex IV) as adopted in 1995. 
Owing largely to the intricate conditions governing the immediate 
aftermath of the war and the need to hierarchically link the State Level 
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(Council of Ministers) with the governments at the two entity levels 
(Republica Srpska and Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina), as well 
as the granting of own competencies to the Brčko District, the Dayton 
Constitution has led to a cumbersome multi-layered governance structure 
with limited clarity over the division of competencies and responsibilities 
both between and within governments at central and entity level.
Notwithstanding the governing conditions of the time, the constitutional 
basis of the Dayton Agreement is today increasingly recognized to consist 
of a stumbling block to overall efforts in turning BiH into a fully functional 
modern state in line with EU standards. 
More than a decade after the Peace Agreement, a consensus is gradually 
developing for a more coherent and concerted approach to policy-making 
and coordination across all levels of government and across entities. 
This momentum for change, although still faced with considerable 
resistance from long standing vested interests, has been reflected in a 
number of institutional and strategy developments. 
Most notable in this context has been the establishment in 2005 of the 
Public Administration Reform Coordinator’s Office (PARCO) within the 
Council of Ministers and the subsequent launch of the 2006 Strategy for 
Public Administration Reform (PAR), where the strengthening of the policy-
making systems, planning and coordination across the state and entity level 
governments is given a primary role. 
According to the PAR Strategy, spearheading the reform and 
modernization of the policy-making and coordination systems should lay 
with the Centers of Government (Secretariats) across all levels whose 
structure, capacity and performance need to be improved so that they 
assume their “full service” role in planning, managing and coordinating 
effective policies.
Since 2007 the process of improving governance through the 
strengthening of Centers of Government (CoGs) has taken increased 
significance through the publication of a Blueprint for the Development of 
Central Bodies of Government in BiH. 
The blueprint builds upon earlier achievements including past and ongoing 
efforts under the PAR and proposes a new structure for the CoGs, their 
functions and responsibilities, as well as the methods to be employed in 
discharging their tasks within the overall policy system. 
The present project builds upon this effort and aims to assist the BiH 
authorities at the central and entity levels to implement and enforce the 
model envisaged by the blueprint across four core axes:
(a) finalizing and completing the legislative framework.
(b) reinforcing the planning and monitoring processes.
(c) improving coordination and 
(d) strengthening policy development. It is understood that a first phase of 
implementation has begun in July 2010, through a project supporting the 
first round of blueprint recommendations.
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Within 2012-2014, the EPLO served as the legal expert to the 
Prefecture of Attica on public procurement. Specifically, the EPLO 

provided its support to the Prefecture during the drafting of calls for the 
implementation of public works, during the course of the actual bid, at the 
drafting and signing of the contracts for the implementation of the public 
works, as well as during the actual implementation of the contracts.

The project was 
co-funded by the 
Hellenic Ministry of 
Justice, Transparency 
and Human Rights.   

GREECE

From 2012 to 2013, the EPLO conducted a 
statistical study on the legal cases pending 
before the Greek Courts including civil, 
penal and administrative Courts, with 
the exception of tax cases, and provided 
recommendations for their reduction by 
50% within one year.

Study on the 
Legal Cases 
Pending 
before the 
Greek Courts

Legal Counseling 
to the Prefecture of Attica
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From 2012 to 2013 the EPLO was involved as a partner in the project 
“Support to the National Program on Health Care and Reform” in 

Kazakhstan aimed at improving infectious disease prevention and control 
with a special focus on Tuberculosis (TB), HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis C (HCV). 
The project focused on increasing the role and involvement of nurses 
in infectious disease prevention and control at the primary health 
care level, and on improving infection control in health facilities as to 
enhance safety for users and providers of health services. 
Project activities included a situation analysis of training programs, 
duties of nurses and responsibilities of involved institutions in infectious 
disease prevention and control and an establishment of a work plan, the 
organization of study tours to familiarize key stakeholders with disease 
control policies and approaches applied in European health settings. 
In addition, activities included the development of a postgraduate 
course on infection, prevention and control with communication and 
counseling skills integrated for nurses and organization of trainings, as 
well as the development of TB, HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis C case finding 
protocols and introduction to selected priority health care providers. 

Support for a national 
health care reform

KAZAKHSTAN

Support to the 
National Program 
on Health Care and 
Reform was a project 
implemented through 
the EUNIDA network 
of partners and  
funded by 
the European 
Commission.
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      FONI was a project  
       co-funded by the European 
Commission and implemented by the EPLO (leader) 
in cooperation with Moldova State University, the 
periodical publication “Law” and the Transdnistria 
State University as associate partner.

Languages and Literature of the Transdnistria 
State University, faculty members of those two 
Universities, officials of the Ministry of Education 
of Moldova, representatives of local mass 
media organizations and non-governmental 
organizations that promote freedom of 
expression, freedom of press and peaceful 
assembly.
In addition to the lectures, the students that 
attended the lectures, as well as other interested 
researchers, were invited to submit papers 
covering outstanding issues of realization of 
freedom of press and freedom of expression in 
Moldova, analyzing the gaps and the current state 
of affairs and offer appropriate solutions based 
on examples presented at the lectures. 
The three best papers were awarded, published 
and distributed among the project digests and 
information material. In addition, the authors of 
the awarded papers were offered a four-month 
long internship opportunity at the Periodical 
Publication “Law”. 

From 2011 to 2012, the EPLO was the lead 
partner in the project “FONI: Freedom of New 

Ideas”, aimed at the promotion of the freedom 
of expression, freedom of press and freedom of 
speech among the youth of Moldova. 
The Moldovan civil society had expressed serious 
concern over the deterioration of the media 
situation in the country, including the violations 
of the right of access to information and incidents 
of harassment and violence against journalists. A 
number of incidents in recent years may have put 
Moldova under the spotlight of the international 
community, particularly with regard to its failure 
to guarantee the enjoyment of freedom of 
expression and freedom of press. 
The respect for the freedom of expression and 
freedom of press is not without restrictions; it 
carries specific duties and responsibilities. A lack 
of understanding of these rights, as well as the 
duties and responsibilities they entail, on the part 
of the journalists while carrying out their work, 
may put them in a situation where they have 
to encounter restrictions that may curtail their 
rights. 
With the project “FONI”, the EPLO worked on 
raising the understanding of these rights. The 
project activities included the organization of 
lectures addressed to students of the Faculty 
of Journalism and Communication Sciences of 
Moldova State University and the Institute of 

Freedom of New Ideas
MOLDOVA FONI
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From 2013 to 2014, the EPLO was a partner in the Twinning project 
“Strengthening Capacities of the National Assembly in the EU integration 

process” aimed at transferring knowledge and skills to the Serbian National 
Assembly and therefore strengthening its efficiency, liability and transparency 
contributing to the better implementation of reforms for the purpose of its 
accession to the European Union.
Experience has shown that to foster and sustain effective national 
programs, governments must be both viable and well-managed. 
Regardless of how imaginative a program’s design may be, its 
effectiveness will be largely dependent on a variety of other factors, 
including the skill of the organization in implementing the program, its 
financial viability, its capacity to establish effective quality controls, its 
ability to measure program performance, its skill in creating partnerships 
and mobilizing resources for its activities, and its ability to provide various 
forms of administrative support. The project aimed at improving policy, 
legislation and implementation processes at the central level in view of the 
EU accession of Serbia. Specifically it aimed at increasing the efficiency, 
liability and transparency of the National Assembly particularly in the 
exercise of its representative role, its legislative function (especially in the 
process of harmonization of Serbian legislation) with the EU acquis and in 
the implementation follow-up of the adopted legislation and its oversight 
function towards the executive. Strengthening the administrative capacity 
of the National Assembly contributes to the better implementation of 
reform changes and good European practices already transposed to the 
national institutional framework.

SERBIA

The project was 
funded by the 
European Commission 
and implemented 
by the Hellenic 
Parliament (leader) in 
partnership with the 
Center for European 
Constitutional Law 
(CECL) in Greece 
and the Center for 
International and 
European Economic 
Law (CIEEL) in 
Greece, as well as the 
EPLO.

Strengthening capacities  
of the National Assembly
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SERBIA

       The project was funded by  
        the European Commission 
and was implemented by the EPLO as partner to 
the Umweltbundesamt - Austrian Environment 
Agency (leader). 

the strengthening of administrative capacity and the 
development of financial instruments and educative 
material. The project aimed at contributing to the 
creation of preconditions for the establishment of a 
nature protection management system, including: 

  Improving protection of endangered species and 
their habitats in Serbia. 
  Raising knowledge on the preservation of Serbia’s 
natural heritage. 
  Increasing the capacity to implement acquis legal 
standards in nature protection. 

The project involved the harmonization of the 
Serbian legislation with the EU nature directives, 
the establishment of the Natura 2000 network in 
accordance with EU criteria, the development of two 
pilot management plans for Natura 2000 areas and the 
elaboration and implementation of a training program 
that will systematically deal with capacity building in the 
development of the Natura 2000 in Serbia.  Among the 
project’s activities were the reviewing of the existing 
Serbian national and international legislation in the 
field of nature conservation, seminars on transposition 
of national law to the acquis communautaire in the 
field of nature conservation, the organization of expert 
workshops to produce complete reference lists of 
existing habitat types and species protected under 
European nature conservation legislation, preparation 
of guidelines and recommendations for strengthening 
the existing system and the implementation of a public 
awareness campaign.

From 2010 to 2012, the EPLO was involved as a 
partner in the Twinning project “Strengthening 

Administrative Capacities for Protected Areas in 
Serbia (Natura 2000)” aimed at strengthening the 
capacities of the competent bodies at the central level, 
as well as local authorities for the implementation and 
enforcement of environmental legislation in designated 
protected areas in Serbia.  Serbia’s protected areas are 
natural entities of exceptional importance with regard 
to their ecological and biogeographical characteristics, 
diverse ecosystems and various landscapes, which 
have a special significance due to their biological 
diversity, geological, geomorphological and hydrological 
representativeness, as well as the associated cultural 
and historical values. Natura 2000, the centerpiece 
of the EU nature and biodiversity policy, is an EU-
wide network of nature protection areas established 
under the 1992 Habitats Directive. The network aims 
at ensuring the long-term survival of Europe’s most 
valuable and threatened species and habitats. It is 
comprised of Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) 
designated by Member States under the Habitats 
Directive, while it incorporates Special Protection 
Areas (SPAs), which they designated under the 1997 
Birds Directive.  The Serbian Ministry of Environment, 
Mining and Spatial Planning, responsible for the overall 
harmonization and implementation of environmental 
legislation, had prepared a number of laws harmonized 
with relevant EU regulations such as the Law on 
Environmental Protection and the Law on EIA. At the 
same time, shortcomings of the institutional capacity 
at the national, provincial and local government level 
contest with the implementation of environmental 
policy reforms. The harmonization of nature protection 
laws and the protection of the biodiversity field with 
international conventions and EU regulations require 
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The EPLO has been active in Thailand since 2004 with the Yerakis 
project involving the training of the legal practitioners of the Supreme 

Administrative Court of Thailand, comprising administrative judges, 
administrative officials and civil servants, in the field of European public law, 
including the principles of the Rule of Law and good governance, as well as 
issues pertaining to public administration. 
Among the activities of the project are the conduction of lectures by 
European experts in the framework of the existing training program of the 
Institute of Public Law of the Supreme Administrative Court, the organization 
of a cycle of studies addressed to the Court’s staff, as well as open for 
public attendance, the production of short dissertations contributing to the 
development of a local administrative law bibliography, and the organization 
of study visits to Greece for selected graduates of the study program for the 
purpose of conducting research, meeting with the public authorities and the 
academic community of Greece.

“YERAKIS”: Training  
in European Public Law

THAILAND

The project is 
supported by 
the Supreme 
Administrative Court 
of Thailand and the 
Hellenic Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs.
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TURKEY

The project was 
funded by the 
European Commission 
and implemented 
by the EPLO in 
partnership with the 
Spanish Ministry 
of Justice through 
the Fundación 
Internacional y para 
Iberoamérica de 
Administración y 
Políticas Públicas 
(FIIAPP) (leader). 

From 2011 to 2013, the EPLO was involved as a partner in the Twinning 
project “Improved Capacity of Civil Enforcement Offices” in Turkey, 

aimed at strengthening the institutional capacity of the enforcement 
offices to ensure effectiveness and efficiency of the enforcement service 
according to the European standards and best practices. 
Turkey is pursuing National Programs for adopting the acquis 
communautaire. Turkey’s efforts are also directed towards having a 
functioning judiciary for the implementation of the legislation. The 
enforcement system is the one receiving most criticism. 
The enforcement system is an inseparable part of the Judiciary  
in Turkey, since the enforcement of the judgments rendered by  the courts 
is carried out by the enforcement offices; furthermore, the transactions 
carried out by the enforcement offices are directly related to the 
fundamental rights and freedoms. The Ministry of Justice prepared an 
amendment to the Enforcement  and Bankruptcy Law, adopted in 1932, 
under which the system operates. 
The project contributed to the improvement of the amendment law  
and involved carrying out an in-depth analysis of the changes  
needed in the structure, organization and functions of the enforcement 
offices, as well as their legal and institutional framework and drafting 
strategic plans for their modernization. In addition, it provided training to 
the enforcement offices in order to enhance the competency of their staff. 

Improved capacity for  
civil enforcement offices 
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Following the project “VESTA I: Education 
Activities towards the Strengthening of 

Vulnerable Groups in Vietnam” aimed at raising 
awareness among the Vietnamese civil society 
on human rights issues, focusing on children and 
women’s rights, as well as the fight against human 
trafficking in Vietnam during 2008-2009, the 
EPLO continued offering its unyielding support to 
Vietnam’s most vulnerable persons with the project 
“VESTA II: Reduction of Trafficking in Women through 
Prevention Activities, Safe Migration and Victims 
Reintegration”. The project commenced in 2010 and 
had a duration of two years. 
Vietnam is a source country for trafficking in Human 
Beings, in particular women and children, for the 
purposes of sexual exploitation, forced labor, fake 
and forced marriages. In China, the demand for 
Vietnamese women is high and, accordingly, due to 
geographic, social and economic reasons, trafficking 
in women coming from the local communities of 
mountainous areas located on the border with China 
is dramatically increasing. 
The Ha Giang province, both an origin and transit 

zone for women trafficked to China, is characterized 
by a lack of educational and employment 
opportunities, a population comprising 22 minorities 
and geographical remoteness, decisive factors 
in compelling the local people to seek migration 
opportunities in search of a better life, and hence, 
become susceptible to trafficking. Women and girls 
are most at risk of being trafficked, as they are often 
lured into the trafficking cycle under false promises 
such as marriage with a foreigner. 
At the same time, escaping the trafficking cycle does 
not mean they can be effectively reintegrated into 
their communities. Social stereotypes and prejudices 
prevalent in their communities pose obstacles to their 
reintegration and extend their social alienation. It is 
a lack of understanding, unsafe emigration attempts 
and social discrimination that sustain trafficking in 
women and girls in the Ha Giang province. 
The capacity building of local actors, awareness and 
education are the pillars of its prevention. 
With renewed commitment to the fight against 
human trafficking in persons, the VESTA II project 
aims at strengthening the respect for the human 

Reduction 
of trafficking  
in women & children

VIETNAM
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rights of women and girls living in poor and 
remote areas in Vietnam, belonging to national 
minorities and lacking access to educational and 
economic opportunities. Through public awareness, 
educational and capacity building activities, as well 
as the development of cooperation among the local 
stakeholders, the project’s objective was to reduce 
the number of victims of trafficking and re-trafficking 
from the Ha Giang province, and accordingly the 
reduction of human rights violations. 
The project provided training courses for 120 local 
stakeholders including local authorities, police 
and border guards, social workers and teachers 
of vocational training schools on safe migration, 
the risks of human trafficking, victims’ support 
and reintegration. Two counseling centers were 
established in the premises of the District Women’s 
Union in Yen Minh and Dong Van, offering orientation 
on legal, health and psychological issues, vocational 
training and job market orientation to more than 
500 people, the majority of which were women 
and students of the vocational schools. During 
the project, nine cases of human trafficking were 

blocked. A safe migration and anti-trafficking 
network was established with the responsibility 
of organizing and running two community clubs 
on the risks of trafficking, safe migration and job 
orientation. The clubs organized 32 meetings, during 
which the participants discussed with experts on 
the risks and consequences of human trafficking, 
received advice on job orientation, as well as 
sexual and reproductive health. In addition, the 
network organized a raising awareness campaign 
that included two large-scale opening events and 
eighteen small-scale events in different locations 
of the Yen Minh district. In terms of educational 
activities, twenty seminars were conducted in various 
vocational centers in Ha Giang with the participation 
of approximately 400 students (mostly females) and 
their families on the prevention of trafficking and 
fighting victims’ stigmatization, as well as on the 
victims’ reintegration. Finally, the project activities 
included the production of a documentary on human 
trafficking, migration and victims’ reintegration that 
was screened during the raising awareness campaign 
activities, the seminars and the workshops. 

The project was  
Co-funded by 
the European 
Commission, and 
implemented by the 
EPLO (leader) in 
partnership with the 
local partners, RaHF 
and VICOMC.
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A new 24-month Twinning Project titled 
“Strengthening Capacities of the High Judicial 

Council and the State Prosecutorial Council” is 
expected to begin in May 2015 in the Republic 
of Serbia under IPA 2013, in which Greece is 
cooperating with Spain. 
The partnership of the project consists on the side 
of the Lead Member State, of the Office of the 
Attorney General of Spain, the General Council 
of the Judiciary of Spain and the Spanish agency 
International and Ibero-American Foundation for 
Administration and Public Policy (FIIAPP), while on 
the side of the Junior Partner Member State the 
EPLO participates in the consortium as Manager 
supporting the Hellenic Ministry of Justice, 
Transparency and Human Rights.
The objective of the project is to enhance the 
functioning of the Serbian High Judicial and 
State Prosecutorial Councils by improving their 
professionalism, management competences and 
technical capacities for effective and efficient 
delivery of justice. The budget is 2.000.000 euros. 
The activities of the project are designed to reach 
the following expected results:  

 Result 1: “Administrative capacities of HJC and 
SPC improved” includes the following components: 
- Improve the internal organization of the HJC and 
SPC Administrative Offices.
- Improve the administrative control over Courts and 

Public Prosecutors Offices.
- Recommendations for transparency improvement 
and strengthening relations with the civil society. 

 Result 2: “Process of evaluation and promotion 
of judges and public prosecutors improved” includes 
the following components: 
- Improving the judges and public prosecutors 
recruitment, evaluation and promotion procedures.
- Update central human resources management 
recording system.

 Result 3: “Mechanisms for disciplinary 
accountability of judges and public prosecutor 
improved”. Components:
- Improvement of disciplinary accountability 
measures for judges and public prosecutors.
- Special focus on the code of ethics and current 
legal framework. 
- Improvement of IT databases.

The project is funded by the European 
Commission and implemented by the Office of the 
Attorney General of Spain (Leader). Partners: The 
General Council of the Judiciary of Spain and the 
Spanish agency International and Ibero-American 
Foundation for Administration and Public Policy 
(FIIAPP). The EPLO participates as Manager.
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Since 2014, the EPLO participates in a Multiple Framework Contract 
to provide short term experts on the promotion of human rights, 

democratization, rule of law, administration of justice and public 
administration reform for the exclusive benefit of third countries benefitting 
from EC external aid, in partnership with Leader Altair Asesores SL of Spain 
(leader), the Management Information Consulting Ltd of Hungary, AESA 
- Agriconsulting Europe S.A. of Belgium, AETS – Application Européenne 
de Technologies et de Services of France, Ameria CJSC of Armenia, CARE 
Österreich of Austria, CEU Consulting GmbH of Austria, Member 07 
CIPRODEH  - Centro de Investigación y Promoción de los Derechos Humanos 
of Honduras, FAA Holding GmbH of Austria, Human Dynamics KG of Austria, 
International Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES) of the US, INTEGRATION 
International Management Consultants GmbH of Germany, Foundation for 
Latin American Social and Economic Research – LASO of the Netherlands, 
Parliamentary Centre of Canada, Planet S.A. of Greece, ProatecSrl of Italy and 
UIM -  Ibero-American Municipal Union of Spain. 

Expert 
missions
on the rule of law  
and human rights

The Contract  
is funded by the  
European Commission.

info



90

EPLO / TECHNICAL COOPERATION REGIONAL FOCUS

The EPLO is involved as a partner in the project “Action for an Innovative 
Methodology” aimed at promoting effective approaches for enhancing 

the meaningful participation of children at the justice system. 
The general objective of the project is the promotion of the rights of the child 
through the implementation of child-friendly guidelines promoted by the 
Council of Europe, stating that children should have the rights to their own 
legal counsel and representation, access to free legal aid and that the lawyers 
representing them should be trained in and knowledgeable on children’s 
rights. Students provide assistance with research, the drafting of legal 
documents and meetings with clients. 
The project involves the establishment of information offices for children’s 
rights, linked to bar associations, welfare services, children’s ombudsmen, 
NGOs etc. offering free legal support to children. The offices operate as legal 
clinics within the framework of law school programs providing thus hands-on 
experience to law school students and pro bono services to various clients. At 
the clinic, legal experts receive children for free legal advice and orientation, 
while the law school students provide assistance with research, the drafting of 
legal documents and the meetings with clients. In addition, students attend a 
special academic course, established in the framework of the project, where 
they discuss the most relevant cases of the clinic with professors and their 
peers. The activities of the clinic aim at supporting children and families at 
risk of social exclusion, while encouraging debate and discussion on children’s 
rights within the academic institutions. In addition to the establishment of 
the clinics, the project involves the organization of laboratories with children 
in order to produce child-friendly material with the scope of promoting the 

Co-funded by the  
European 
Commission, 
the project is 
implemented by the 
Save the Children 
of Italy (leader), 
University La Comillas 
of Madrid, University 
Roma Tre and La  
Merced Migraciones 
and the EPLO. 
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activities of the legal clinic and informing their peers on the theme of access 
to justice, a summer school on children’s rights with the participation of EU 
experts, as well as a final report on the project activities including the most 
significant cases followed by the legal clinic. 

The activities of the project aim at:
- Empowering children by providing them with free legal orientation
- Offering law students qualified university education on children's rights by 
implementing an innovative and practice-orientated approach
- Encouraging the adoption of a child-friendly justice system, establishing a 
European network and promoting a debate among legal professionals and 
practitioners at National and European levels. 
- Empowering children at risk of social exclusion through their involvement 
in the activities foreseen for a wide dissemination of child-friendly material 
regarding access to justice
- Raising awareness among legal practitioners and professionals and students 
about the problems children encounter in the access to justice and the 
implementation of their rights
- Reaching the most significant possible number of children at risk of social 
exclusion, informing them about the exercise of their rights
- Encouraging a debate among experts and public opinion on the child-
friendly justice system. The main beneficiaries of the project are children at 
risk of social exclusion and their families. Indirect beneficiaries will also be 
lawyers and law students. The project commenced in 2014 and has a two-year 
duration. 
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The EPLO is involved as a subcontractor in the project Victims of Child 
Trafficking – Our Responsibility (VICTOR) for the prevention and fight 

against trafficking in human beings, which commenced in 2013 and has 
duration of two years. 
In the “EU Strategy towards the Eradication of Trafficking in Human Beings 
2012 – 2016” it is indicated that, according to the latest estimations of the 
International Labor Organization (ILO), covering the period 2002–2011, the 
number of victims of forced labor, including forced sexual exploitation, has 
reached 20.9 million at a global level, with an estimated 5.5 million children 
being trafficked.
At the same time, the 2010 report of the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime (UNODC) states that worldwide 79% of identified victims of human 
trafficking were subject to sexual exploitation, 18% to forced labor and 3% to 
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Τhe 2010 
report of the 
United Nations 
Office on Drugs 
and Crime 
(UNODC) 
states that 
worldwide 79% 
of identified 
victims 
of human 
trafficking 
were subject 
to sexual 
exploitation, 
18% to forced 
labor and 3% 
to other forms 
of exploitation

Co-funded by the European Commission, the project 
is implemented by the Smile of the Child of Greece 

(leader), the Southeast European Law Enforcement Centre, the Nadja Center 
Foundation in Bulgaria, the National Commission Combating Trafficking in 
Human Beings of Bulgaria, the National Agency against Trafficking in Human  
Beings of Romania, Save the Children of Romania, Terre des Hommes in 
Hungary, Society KLJUC in Slovenia, the Permanent Representation of France 
to the UN & IO in Vienna, ASTRA in Serbia, La Strada in Moldova, Child Well 
Being Fund in Ukraine, the Hellenic Ministry of Justice, the Hellenic Ministry 
of Public Order and Citizens Protection and the Hellenic Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, and the EPLO as subcontractor.

other forms of exploitation. Of these victims 13% are girls and 9% boys.
The project aims at establishing a partnership among a broad range of actors, 
both public and private, so as to strengthen capacities towards generating 
common actions related to the priorities set up in the EU Strategy towards 
eradication of trafficking in human beings, including identifying, protecting 
and assisting victims of trafficking, stepping up the prevention of trafficking, 
as well as enhancing the coordination and cooperation among key actors and 
policy coherence.
Specifically, the project aims at promoting and developing coordination, 
cooperation and mutual understanding among law enforcement agencies, 
other national authorities and the civil society in combating trafficking in 
children and improving the situation in the field of identification of children, 
including victims and potential victims of trafficking. 
Finally, it aims at stepping up the prevention of trafficking in children through 
awareness raising activities. 
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A new project titled “Training of National Judges in EU Competition 
Law” starts in March 2015 with the EPLO as coordinator. The project 

pursues the objectives of both training and networking, through the 
organization of three country seminars, one international workshop and 
one open conference.
It intends to provide interactive and in-depth training to Judges and 
Prosecutors from Bulgaria, Cyprus and Greece, who are involved in the 
adjudication of EU Competition Law affairs in their countries. 
In particular, the project aims at the training of national judges in the 
context of the enforcement of the European competition rules, including 
Articles 101 and 102 of TFEU, and the State Aid rules, as well as merger 
control and private enforcement (particularly the quantification of 
antitrust damages). 
The participants will be introduced to key concepts of competition law 
and applied economics and, with the use of case studies, they will be 
trained to analyze in depth themes that are central to modern judicial 
enforcement of competition law.  
The project shall also identify the most important problems the judiciary 
faces in every participating project country when processing and 
adjudicating EU and national competition law cases that need to be 
addressed so that competition law is better enforced at member state 
level.

Training 
National Judges  
in EU Competition Law

Donor: DG Competition, 
European Commission
Coordinator: EPLO
Partners: Human 
Resource Development 
and Innovation Center 
(Greece), Center for 
Continuing Education at 
the Law Faculty of Sofia 
University (Bulgaria)
Associate Partners: 
Institute for Studies in 
Competition Law and 
Policy (IMEDIPA); Asso-
ciation of Greek Judges 
and Prosecutors; Hellenic 
Competition Commission
Duration: 01/03/2015 to 
30/04/2016
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The EPLO is a partner in the research project “FIDUCIA: New European 
Crimes and Trust-based Policy” aimed at shedding light on a number 

of distinctively “new European” criminal behaviors that have emerged in 
the last decade as a consequence of technology developments and the 
increased mobility of populations across Europe. The project commenced 
in 2012 and has three-year duration. 
Proposing new approaches to the regulation of such behaviors, the 
central idea behind the FIDUCIA project is that public trust (in Latin, 
“fiducia”) in justice is critically important for social regulation, in that it 
leads to public acceptance of the legitimacy of institutions of justice, and 
thus to compliance with the law and cooperation with legal authorities. 
While being highly relevant to responding to “conventional” forms of 
criminality, trust and legitimacy may be of special significance in the 
light of “new crimes”. 
Several members of the FIDUCIA consortium have developed the idea of 
trust in justice in the FP7 funded EURO-JUSTIS project. In EURO-JUSTIS it 
was argued that the absence of reliable indicators of confidence in justice 
could have the unintended consequence of skewing criminal policies 
towards short-term objectives of crime control, at the expense of equally 
important long-term objectives relating to fairness, justice and normative 
compliance. 
An effective justice system must assess itself not only against narrow 
criteria of crime control, but against broader criteria relating to people’s 
trust in justice and their sense of security. In the long term, public 
compliance with the law depends on the legitimacy of institutions of 
justice, with institutions commanding legitimacy partly when citizens 
recognize that the institutions are fair, just and provide public security. 
EURO-JUSTIS produced a set of survey indicators of confidence in justice 
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that shed light on the utility of these concepts. The social scientific value 
of the work was recognized when the indicators were included – after 
competitive peer review – in the 2010 sweep (Round 5) of the European 
Social Survey. The resulting data will highlight the importance of trust 
and legitimacy in public compliance with the law and cooperation with 
legal authorities. 
Against this background, FIDUCIA research will produce an innovative 
model of “trust-based” policy and related policy recommendations in 
relation to emerging forms of criminality, to be addressed to Member 
States and EU institutions. It is expected that the research can shed 
new light on complex problems across Europe, helping us understand 
problems and develop fresh and evidence-led strategies to deal with 
emerging problems of crime. 
The focus in FIDUCIA is on “trust-based” policies, meaning approaches 
to the regulation of behavior that pay particular attention to the impact 
of policing (in its broadest sense) on public trust in justice, on public 
perceptions of the legitimacy of justice institutions, and on people’s 
consequent commitment to the rule of law. The focus of criminal policy-
makers should shift from “why people break the law” to “why people 
obey to the law”. 
In recognition of important European trends, the special focus of the 
FIDUCIA project is on new forms of criminality and supranational policies 
of crime control. 
The FIDUCIA consortium places special importance on developing 
concepts of trust-based regulation and on translating these concepts into 
practical reality by means of a number of recommendations that could 
trigger a change in direction in European criminal policy. 
After an initial phase of state of the art review, the FIDUCIA project 

The FIDUCIA 
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FIDUCIA has received 
funding from the European 
Union’s Seventh Framework 
Programme for research, 
technological development 
and demonstration and is 
implemented by the University 
of Parma (leader), the Centre 
for European Policy Studies, 
the Center for the Study of 
Democracy, the European 
Institute for Crime Prevention 
and Control affiliated with 
the United Nations, the Birkbeck College of the University of London, 
the Institute of Political Science of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, 
the London School of Economics and Political Sciences, the Max Planck 
Institute for Foreign and International Criminal Law, TeisesInstitutas – Law 
Institute, the Chancellor, Masters and Scholars of the University of Oxford, 
the Ankara Strategy Institute, the University of Salamanca and the EPLO.   
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will have two parallel sets of work packages. On the one hand, FIDUCIA 
proposes the following series of four case studies of new forms 
of criminality that reflect – in various ways – the development of 
supranational structures and processes across the European Union: 

 trafficking of human beings;
 trafficking of goods;
 the criminalization of migration and ethnic minorities;
 cybercrimes.

Each case study will examine the causal dynamics of the type of crime 
(or family of crimes) under examination, assess current (“best” and 
“worst”) policy responses across Europe and at EU level, assess whether 
there are “trust - based” alternatives that might prove more effective 
and devise ways of implementing these approaches. On the other hand, a 
series of work packages will examine issues of criminalization (when it is 
appropriate–or not–to use the criminal law), test the utility of a model of 
trust-based regulation and explore the dynamics of trust in justice within 
both the domestic realm (through the 2010 European Social Survey) and 
at the supranational level (through a new cross-national survey). Finally, 
the FIDUCIA project will test the central concept (that public trust in justice 
is critically important for social regulation) in the context of new forms of 
criminality.
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From 2011 to 2012, the EPLO, together with other European 
partners, implemented a project on children’s knowledge regarding 

their rights on access to judicial protection in five Member States: 
Greece, Italy, Spain, Sweden and the United Kingdom.
Lack of access to justice and legal assistance for children represents a 
critical risk factor for reduced life opportunities and social exclusion, 
including the potential of them entering an illegal environment as 
victims or perpetrators of criminal acts.
Children at risk of social exclusion, and mainly those affected by 
migration and afflicted by poverty, face great difficulty in accessing 
justice. Poor information, lack of participation in proceedings before 
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The project was 
co-funded by 
the European 
Commission and 
implemented by 
the NGO Save 
the Children in 
Italy (leader), the 
Association of 
Legal Studies on 
Immigration of 
Italy, the Roma Tre 
University of Italy, 
the Institute of 
Migration Studies 
of the Comillas 
Pontifical University 
and the EPLO.

judicial authorities, limited possibilities in applying for the appointment 
of a special representative or obstacles in appealing decisions in the 
absence of parents are some of the most important issues involved.
At the international level, there is a perceived need to start pilot 
litigation aimed at affirming children’s rights in courts, following the 
experience in the field of human rights and anti-discrimination laws.
Facts preventing a complete application of children’s rights are related 
to particular issues, such as collecting children’s informed consent 
including its validity in courts, collecting and storing sensitive data, 
and the role of guardians or other representatives.
Unaccompanied migrant children, children who are de facto without 
nationality and children living in extreme poverty are some groups of 
children that face additional challenges.
Overall, the project aimed at enhancing knowledge on the current 
situation of children’s rights’ justiciability and promoting a child-
tailored justice system at a national, European and international 
level. It aimed at expanding and improving legal practitioners’ and 
institutions’ knowledge on the obstacles that prevent the exercise of 
children’s rights and creating a network of legal practitioners in order 
to assure the guarantee of children’s rights’ justiciability.
Furthermore, the project aimed at enhancing children’s knowledge 
regarding their rights on access to judicial protection, with regard to 
the situation of justiciability and enforcement between states which 
have ratified the 1996 Strasbourg Convention (Greece and Italy) and 
those who have signed but not yet ratified it (Spain, Sweden and the 
United Kingdom). 
Finally, the purpose was to promote the exchange of information 
and good practices among Greece, Italy and Spain, through local 
workshops for legal practitioners and the setting up of an international 
network of children’s counsels within Greece, Italy and Spain, focusing 
on children at risk of social exclusion.
The activities included desk research on national and international 
legislation covering access to justice for children at risk of social 
exclusion in Greece, Italy, Spain, Sweden and the United Kingdom, 
three field researches that, starting from the desk research results, 
performed an analysis of the real application of the legislation in 
Greece, Italy and Spain, three international meetings of national and 
European experts held in Rome, Madrid and Athens, for analyzing 
the desk and field researches results and to work out shared 
recommendations for National and European institutions, as well as 
three ateliers with children in Rome, Madrid and Athens with the scope 
of collecting their point of view on the issue, by actively involving and 
encouraging them to express their opinions on controversial issues 
using creative work and the arts as tools. 
A comprehensive publication was produced and disseminated featuring 
all the project findings. 
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Co-funded by 
the European 
Commission, 
the project was 
implemented by the 
Inspectorate General 
of the Romanian 
Police - National 
Agency against 
Trafficking in Persons 
of Romania (leader), 
the Ministry of Justice 
and Law Enforcement 
of Hungary, the 
Ministry of Interior 
of FYROM, the 
National Commission 
for Combating 
Human Trafficking of 
Bulgaria, the Action 
for Equality, Support, 
Antiracism (KISA) of 
Cyprus and the EPLO.

From 2010 to 2013, the EPLO was involved in a project on trafficking 
in persons for the purpose of labor exploitation.

Focusing on Bulgaria, Cyprus, FYROM, Greece, Hungary and Romania 
as origin, transit and/or destination countries, the project aimed at 
identifying what more these countries must do to combat trafficking 
of human beings for labor exploitation.
In particular, the project aimed to help them improve the identification 
and referral of victims, to provide better assistance to these people 
and to more effectively prosecute and convict traffickers. The project 
also aimed to improve communication between the authorities 
concerned and make people in the countries of origin more aware of 
the risks of working abroad illegally. 
The activities included:

  A study on the characteristics of policies to combat trafficking in 
human beings for labor exploitation.
  Nine regional seminars in all participating countries with key 
stakeholders including labor inspectors, judges, prosecutors, police 
officers, social workers and NGOs representatives.
  Two international conferences on the occasion of the EU anti-
trafficking day, to facilitate the exchange of experience between the 
labor inspectors, police officers and social workers in countries of 
origin, transit and destination.
  An awareness-raising campaign regarding the risks of illegal 
work and risks of trafficking and a network of national experts in 
identifying, referring and providing assistance to victims of labor 
exploitation.

TRAFFICKING  
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The EPLO is a partner in a project with the objective of facilitating the 
implementation of the Directive on Minimum Standards of Victims 

(particularly Articles 11 and 24) and Protection Measures, along with five other 
European partners. The project commenced in 2012 and has two-year duration. 
The project “Restorative Justice in Europe: Safeguarding Victims & Empowering 
Professionals” aims at producing scientific and practical results that will be 
directly used by decision-makers, policy-makers and practitioners in their 
national implementation of the Victims’ Directive in Europe. 
The results will be evidence-based, and reflect the needs and wishes of victims 
and professionals. The scientific and practical results will be written in English, 
Bulgarian, German, Dutch, Hungarian and Greek.  
In particular, RJE will create an evidence base that will be used to: 

  develop, pilot and implement protocols and guidelines for providing 
restorative justice in the interest of the victim and the offender with the aim of 
improving victims’ safeguards in restorative justice services, and the consistent 
implementation of minimum standards throughout Europe 

   develop, pilot and implement training materials and programs for 
professionals (e.g. prison and probation staff, police, prosecutors, victim support 
workers) with the aim of improving their skills and knowledge on how they treat 
and interact with victims 

develop, pilot and implement best practice guidance that will enhance multi-
agency, cross-sector cooperation among restorative justice victim services and 
national agencies with the aim of minimizing the risks of secondary and repeat 
victimization when interacting with victims.
The project pays particular attention to vulnerable victims due to their age, 
victims’ families, risky environments where restorative justice is implemented 
(e.g. secure estate).  It also builds on the findings of the EU funded project 
Mediation and Restorative Justice in Prison Settings.

JUSTICE
Restorative

in Europe

Co-funded by the 
European Commis-
sion, the project is 
implemented by the 
Independent Academic 
Research Studies 
(IARS) (leader) in 
partnership with the 
Institute of Conflict 
Resolution in Bulgaria, 
the University of Ap-
plied Sciences for 
Public Administration 
Bremen in Germany, 
the Restorative 
Justice and Education 
Services Ltd in the UK, 
the Restorative Justice 
Netherlands, the Inno-
kut in Hungary and the 
EPLO, along with 10 as-
sociate partner institu-
tions with expertise in 
the area of victims and 
restorative justice. 
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The EPLO, in cooperation with the company Intraway SA, is expected to begin 
the implementation of a new project titled “Codification of Tourism Legislation”, 

under the Operational Program of ESPA “Administrative Reform 2007-2013” by the 
Society of Information AE, in 2015. The duration of the project is foreseen to be 9 
months. The main objective of the project is the effective collection and organiza-
tion of a large, complex legislative and regulatory material which affects the powers 
of the Ministry of Tourism, which is diffuse and fragmented in a variety of legislation.
The activities are designed to reach the following expected results: 

 The concentration of all legislative and regulatory material on tourism that is 
included in the period from 1914 to 2013.        

 Citizens, businesses and all stakeholders in the tourism sector can address direct 
electronic finding regarding tourist legislative and regulatory material.

 Creating Administrative Codification by consolidation, liquidation and systematic 
classification of legislation and regulations of the Tourism Law, so that all stakehold-
ers in the tourism sector to be aware of existing and applicable laws and regulations.

 Addressing the difficulty encountered by citizens, businesses and all stakeholders 
in the tourism sector on the direct electronic finding regarding on tourism  
legislative and regulatory material.
The activities of the project include: 

 Actions for the Management and Quality Assurance of the Project - Require-
ments Analysis.

 Coding Tourism Legislation.
 Development - provision of electronic services for the online publication of the 

Tourism Law.
Raising awareness and publicity of the project.

 Supply and Installation of Equipment & Supporting Software.
 Education.
 Pilot and Test Mode.

The project is funded 
by the Operational 
Program of ESPA 
“Administrative 
Reform 2007-2013” of 
the European Union. 
Implementation 
by the EPLO in 
cooperation with the 
company “Intraway 
SA”. Duration 9 
months.
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Within 2008-2012, the EPLO implemented a project titled “Study to 
Compile Factsheets on Rights of Victims” in five Member States: Austria, 

Cyprus, Denmark, Greece and The Netherlands. The overall objective of the 
project was to deliver a study on victims’ rights in the European Union. The 
purpose, focusing on Criminal Law and Criminal Proceedings, was to draw 
up national factsheets listing, in an exhaustive and comprehensive way, the 
rights available to victims in the framework of criminal proceedings for each 
of the Member States.  One of the main functions of the e-justice portal is to 
facilitate a “citizens” access to justice through filling in the information gap 
on differences encountered in various Member States. The effectiveness 
of the portal is reflected in the information provided. Therefore, it seemed 
necessary to gather unified information factsheets on the rights of victims, 
rights of defendants in criminal proceedings and on the basic principles of civil 
proceedings. Essentially it seemed necessary to reflect such information in 
an accessible and simple language for citizens, as well as to include practical 
information regarding the competent authorities, courts and possibilities for 
victims to participate actively in the proceedings. The final report comprised 
the deliverables of the research carried out in five Member States.  The case 
study was composed in the same manner for each Member State, focusing on 
the same type of questions. Practically, each case study was divided into three 
main parts:

 The rights of the victim during the investigation of a crime.
 The rights of the victim during the trial.
 The rights of the victim after the (first) trial.

The composition of the case study comprehensively elaborated on the area of 
the criminal proceedings evolved within the five Member States, highlighting 
the similarities and differences. Practical information for the potential victims 
of crimes is available and processed in a simple manner.

ON RIGHTS
Factsheets

of Victims

The project was 
co-funded by the 
European Commission 
and was implemented 
by the Center for 
Study of Democracy 
of Bulgaria (leader) 
and the EPLO.

info

ACTIVITY REPORT 2015



105 

The EPLO participated in the study “Tracking Progress in Strengthening 
Criminal Justice Indicators for Integrated Case Management” during the 

years 2012 and 2013. 
The study aimed at approximating and enhancing the application of e-tools and 
indicators for case management and access to justice in Europe through the 
transfer of best practices from old EU Member States to the newer Member 
States targeted in the project, namely, Bulgaria and Poland.
The study consisted of a comparative analysis of current practices in record-
keeping methods and on the manner in which records are shared among 
stakeholders in each participating country, while at the same time performing a 
needs assessment of the targeted countries in view of developing proposals for 
improvement.
In its outcome the study features the measures to be taken for transferring 
the identified best practices to the countries that need to introduce the e-tools 
system. The e-tools system is expected to provide information on case and work 
flow management, fund allocation, and efficient, transparent and timely judicial 
and prosecutorial work to the court managers and the public, while convert 
data into relevant statistics on criminal case management and helping criminal 
justice systems to establish or improve their current data collection systems. 
The sets of indicators disaggregated to assist case management, also evaluated, 
inter alia, progress or deficiencies in human rights issues. The standards and 
indicators elaborated are ultimately expected to assist in the approximation of 
criminal law of EU Member States. A final conference for the dissemination of 
the study outcomes at the European level is scheduled to take place in  
Brussels, preceded by two workshops in Bulgaria and Poland addressed to 
the local stakeholders. In addition to these events, a multilingual website is 
developed to function as the main dissemination channel and ensure access to 
information by the public.

CRIMINAL 
JUSTICE

Strengthening

with the 
e-tool system

The project  was 
funded by the 
European Commission 
and was implemented 
by the Center of 
Study of Democracy 
in Bulgaria (leader), 
the International 
Association Droit au 
Droit in Belgium, the 
Adam Mickiewicz 
University in Poland 
and the EPLO as 
subcontractor.
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The project is co-funded by the European Commission 
and is implemented by the Verwey-Jonker Institute 

of The Netherlands (leader), the Independent Academic Research Studies 
IARS  of UK, Institut für Konfliktforschung IKF of Austria, Landsorganisationen 
for Kvindekrisecentre LOKK of Denmark, the Finnish Ministry of Justice, the 
European Forum for Restorative Justice EFRJ and the EPLO. 

The EPLO is a partner in the project “Restorative Justice in Cases of 
Domestic Violence: Best Practice Examples between Increasing Mutual 

Understanding and Awareness of Specific Protection Needs” aimed at 
generating relevant knowledge on practices of restorative justice and 
identifying criteria for offering restorative justice cases of domestic violence 
so that victims can benefit to the maximum extent and in accordance with 
the new EU Victim’s Directive. The main objective is the generation of 
relevant knowledge on practices of restorative justice, including clarifying 
the regulation of restorative justice/mediation and practical approaches 
concerning domestic violence in different European countries, getting insight 
into the needs of victims of domestic violence concerning restorative justice 
and getting insight into the conditions under which restorative justice is 
possible in cases of domestic violence.  The result will be a guide and manual 
with a set of rules based on evidence-based and practice-based research. 
Researchers and practitioners from different countries will meet regularly 
to develop this European guide and manual. A network of practitioners 
will be set up to increase mutual understanding between different judicial 
systems and restorative justice practices in the Member States. The project 
commenced in 2014 and has two-year duration. 
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The EPLO Malta Meetings are a common initiative of Professor Giuliano 
Amato, former Prime Minister of Italy, and Dr. Michael Frendo, former 

Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Parliament of Malta, 
organized by the Parliament of Malta and the EPLO. The event gathers 
distinguished Europeans to discuss important issues of public law. The first 
Meeting took place on 8 and 9 July 2011 in Valletta, Malta, hosted by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Parliament of Malta on the 
topic “The Sovereign Debt Crisis and the New Boundaries of the State”. On 
20 and 21 July 2012, the second Meeting was organized again in Valletta 
on the topic “The New Economic Governance of Europe”. The meeting was 
hosted by Dr. Michael Frendo, and presided by Prof. Giuliano Amato, while 
Giulio Napolitano, Professor of Public Law at the University Roma Tre, had 
the scientific responsibility of the event. Representatives of the Maltese 
academic and political world attended the Meeting.

Discussing the future  
of Europe in Malta

THE EPLO 
MALTA MEETINGS

2012

July
20 21-
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2012-June 
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to its mission.
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The Second Malta Meeting in Valletta: Professor Giuliano Amato, former Prime Minister 
of Italy, Dr. Michael Frendo, Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Parliament  
of Malta, and Prof. Spyridon Flogaitis, Director of the EPLO.

2012

July
20 21 -
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In 2011, the EPLO established the Greek Network of Greek Lawyers 
working abroad (GNGL). One of the activities of the Network includes the 

organization of an annual Meeting operating as an annex conference to the 
Annual Reunion of the European Group of Public Law (the EPLO Scientific 
Council). 
The first Meeting on the topic “The Modern State: What reforms?” took 
place on 27 July, 2012 at the EPLO premises in Sounion, Greece and was 
organized in cooperation with the Institute for Studies in Competition Law 
and Policy (IMEDIPA) and the Gutenberg chair at the Centre d’Expertis 
et de Recherche Administrative, Ecole Nationale d’ Administration (ENA), 
France.
Open government and transparency, the value of evidence-based 
policy and impact assessments, judicial reform, public administrative 
simplification, new public management, and the requisite change for the 
culture in public service, were among the topics that were explored. 
The Meeting provided a forum of discussion for experts from a range of 
interdisciplinary fields, ultimately stressing that a reform-minded culture 
needs to accompany reform if any progress is to be made. The workshop 
frequently praised the necessity for a holistic approach to reforms, 
including several aspects and fields of reform that must be introduced.
The second Meeting on the topic "European Integration through crisis" 
took place on 26 July, 2013 again at the EPLO premises in Sounion, Greece. 
The Meeting examined the issue of European integration based on 
economic and more general conditions, which apply at both the European 
and International level. 
The European integration through financial crisis, the politics of the future 
citizenship between national and supranational dimensions, crisis as a 
driver for reforms and the international dimensions of the European crisis 
were among the topics examined during the second GNGL Meeting. 

State reforms through  
the economic crisis

 THE GLOBAL 
NETWORK 
OF GREEK 

LAYWERS (GNGL) 
MEETINGS

2012 2013

July July
27 26
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Snapshots from the first two annual meetings of the “Greek Network of Greek 
Lawyers working abroad” (GNGL) were on state reforms and the European economic 
crisis. The network was established by the EPLO in 2011.July

27
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2012 2013
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The EPLO and La Trobe University Centre for Dialogue hosted and facilitated the 
Athens Dialogue on establishing in the Middle East a Zone Free of "Weapons 

of Mass Destruction and their Means of Delivery" on 14-16 November, 2012 at the 
EPLO premises in Sounion, Greece. The gathering of Middle East representatives 
was marked by extraordinary respect and empathy between participants coming 
from the areas of conflict. Using the dialogue method developed and refined 
over many years by the Centre for Dialogue, the meeting generated a range of 
connections, new opportunities for networking and new ideas on ways forward 
for Middle Eastern governments and communities. Proposals emerging out of 
the Dialogue included new confidence-building measures to promote Middle East 
denuclearization, such as the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty to be ratified by all 
states in the region, new regional processes to pursue denuclearization, such as a 
regional agreement by governments not to attack nuclear installations anywhere 
in the region and new civil society initiatives to encourage Middle Eastern 
governments to enter into negotiations, for example the Creation of a Middle East 
Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament. 
Around forty participants including Israeli, Palestinian, Arab, Iranian and other 
Middle Eastern civil society leaders, former diplomats, and some diplomatic 
representatives attended the Dialogue. The Athens Dialogue was also supported by 
the University of Queensland and the International Physicians for the Prevention 
of Nuclear War (IPPNW).

The EPLO with the Institute of Market of the 21st Century (www.globalagoras.
org) and the support of the Hellenic Association of Pharmaceutical Enterprises 

hosted and facilitated “The Structured Democratic Dialogue for the Clinical Trials 
in Greece” aimed at attracting and retaining clinical trials in Greece and generally 
at contributing in the efforts for scientific and economic growth in Greece. The 
Dialogue consisted of two events taking place on 29 and 30 November, as well 
as on 13 and 14 December 2013. The methodology of the Structured Democratic 
Dialogue, which measures more than four decades of applications around the 
world, has been selected by leading international and public organizations to 
solve complex problems, and in particular has been implemented by many 
pharmaceutical companies in America in the last ten years mostly with visible 
results where other methods have failed. For this reason, this methodology is 
considered the most appropriate for solving complex problems, whose solution 
in any other case would seem literally impossible, achieving fair and equitable 
composition of different views to create consensus among the participants. The 
results of the Dialogue formed the foundation for effective and efficient decision-
making against perennial pathologies and weaknesses of the system, and are 
expected to bring new ideas and contribute to the drafting of an action plan for 
maintaining existing and attracting new clinical studies in our country.

For a peaceful & safe Middle East

New ideas for scientific and economic growth 

ATHENS DIALOGUE 
MEETING ON  
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Clinical trials can lead Greece to scientific and economic growth. 
The dialogue consisted of two events, having taken place at the premises 
of the EPLO in Sounion.

2013
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Seeking the better 
reforms for Greece

In 2013, the EPLO organized a series of four roundtable  
discussions with the participation of distinguished  

personalities of the Greek public sector on the subject of the Revision 
of the Hellenic Constitution, a much debated topic  
among Greek society.   
The roundtable discussions took place at the EPLO Headquarters 
in Athens between February and June 2013 and were attended by a 
broad audience consisting of politicians, senior judges, ambassadors, 
academics, lawyers and others. 

REVISION 
OF THE HELLENIC 
CONSTITUTION 

SERIES 

Revision of the Constitution I
 For a New State

2013

February
25 The Hellenic Constitution of 1975 

is a good Constitution. Yet, 
certain provisions may require 
revision and the current 

circumstances are favorable. This, however, will 
not cure the ailing political system, as the 
problem does not ultimately lie in the 
Constitution itself, but rather in its flawed 
implementation.This comprises the postscript of 
the event on the topic “Revision of the 
Constitution: for a New State” which took place 
on Monday 25 February 2013. Mr. Panagiotis 
Pikrammenos, former Prime Minister of Greece, 
presided over the event, while Mr. Charalambos 
Athanassiou, then Alternate Minister of Interior, 
Mr. Nikos Konstantopoulos, lawyer and former 
President of the Synaspismos party, Mr. Miltiadis 
Papaioannou, former Minister, and Mr. Giorgos 
Gerapetritis, Assistant Professor of Law at the 
University of Athens, were the speakers.
 

Revision of the Constitution II
 Justice

2013

April
4 Is it necessary to establish a 

Constitutional Court for the 
impending revision of the 
Constitution? Which is the right way 

for selecting the heads of the judiciary? Should 
the judiciary intervene when the legislature and 
the executive do not function properly? How 
and to what extent?
These were the issues that were discussed 
among the speakers and the audience during 
the second roundtable discussion on the issue 
of the revision of the Constitution, which took 
place on 4 April 2013. 
Mr. Panagiotis Pikrammenos, former Prime 
Minister of Greece, presided over the event, and 
Mrs. Olga Kefalogianni, Minister of Tourism, Mrs. 
Zoi Konstantopoulou, SYRIZA MP, Mrs. Milena 
Apostolaki, former Minister, and  Dr. Ioannis 
Karkalis, Vice-Commissioner of the State, who 
also had the scientific responsibility of the event, 
were the speakers.
Mr. Charalambos Athanassiou, then Alternate !
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Mr. Panagiotis Pikrammenos, former 
Prime Minister of Greece (right), presided 
over the first two events about the 
revision of the Hellenic 

Constitution, a series of four roundtable 
discussions organized by the EPLO 
at its Headquarters in Athens.
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Minister of Interior, Mr. Konstantinos 
Menoudakos, President of the Council of State, 
Mr. Ioannis Karavokyris, President of the Court 
of Audit, and Ms. Vasiliki Thanou-Hristofilou, 
President of the Union of Judges and 
Prosecutors were among those who spoke.
In his presentation and his interventions, Mr. 
Pikrammenos underlined that the major issue 
today is neither the wages nor the delay in 
the administration of justice, but rather that 
the two other state powers (the legislative 
and the executive) do not function properly 
and this has a direct influence on justice. He 
supported the opening up of justice to society 
and added that the economic independence 
of the judicial system is a condition for its 
overall independence. In addition, he criticized 
the “quasi employee-zation” of justice and 
wondered: “since everyone is talking about the 
country facing exceptional circumstances, why 
should we rush into a charged revision of the 
Constitution?”

Τhe Revision of the Constitution III
 The Welfare State

2013

June
10 The welfare state is a pillar of 

democracy, as well as a tool for 
development. It must not only be 
guaranteed by the Hellenic 

Constitution, but must also be determined by it, 
even providing sanctions in the case of 
infringement of its basic structures.
Mr. Prokopis Pavlopoulos, Professor at the Law 
School of the University of Athens, MP and 
Former Minister, also agreed with the sanction 
guarantees in the revision. He referred to the 
absurdity of monetary integration, prior to 
economic integration; he noted a lack of judicial 
resistance to unconstitutional provisions and 
advocated the creation of a Constitutional Court.
The conclusions of the dialogue were presented 
by Dr. Manolis Benteniotis, Professor at the 

European University of Cyprus, Former MP and 
Deputy Minister, during the third roundtable 
discussion on the revision of the Constitution on 
10 June 2013. 
The event was chaired by the Emeritus 
Professor of the University of Athens and 
President of the Association of Greek 
Constitutionalists, Prof. Kostas Mavrias, 
who stressed, among other things, that the 
welfare state which is currently collapsing in 
many European countries – particularly in the 
Mediterranean – must be fortified during the 
new constitutional revision.
“The welfare state is not a philanthropic 
luxury. It is a pillar of democracy as well as a 
condition for development” said Mr. Gerasimos 
Arsenis, Former Minister and President of the 
Athens Development & Governance Institute 
(INERPOST). “International capital has declared 
war upon it”, he continued. “This, however, will 
evolve into the mother of all battles at a global 
level. The victory which the financial system 
seems to be achieving at its his point is a Pyrrhic 
victory”.
He also stressed that “the Troika and the welfare 
state (namely education, health, and social 
security) are incompatible” and expressed the 
fear that “by opening the issue of the revision 
now, we might receive pressure to move even 
further back”.
The Former President of Synaspismos Party, 
Mr. Nikos Konstantopoulos, said that we 
are experiencing a national tragedy with 
the national debt acting as a tool towards 
exhausting the country, that we are a “debt 
colony” and that the European Union has put its 
social identity to the test. He spoke of the need 
for a new welfare state with guarantee clauses 
and sanctions in the revised Constitution.
Mr. Savas Robolis, Professor at the Panteion 
University of Social and Political Sciences, said 
that we are in the last phase of the industrial 
era. The economic and the welfare state are 
separating, and the latter is being privatized. 
Along this course, he questioned what purpose 

!

!
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The third event 
about the revision 
of the Hellenic 
Constitution was 

chaired by the Emeritus 
Professor of the University 
of Athens and President of 
the Association of Greek 
Constitutionalists, Prof. Kostas 
Mavrias (right). Former Minister 
Mr. Gerasimos Arsenis (far 
right) was among the speakers.

2013

June
10
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any guarantees might serve.
During the discussion that followed, with the 
participation of the audience – composed of 
senior judges, academics, legal experts and 
journalists – the most important issue raised 
was how the welfare state can be guaranteed 
through laws and constitutional provisions when 
the executive can invoke, as now, the “public 
interest” or “emergency”.
The event ended with a brief address by the 
Director of the EPLO, Prof. Spyridon Flogaitis, 
who underlined that since the 14th century 
when states began to form, sociality has been 
one of their fundamental elements. In addition, 
the welfare state is part of the European 
Union and we must preserve it. The third event 
was organized by the EPLO, as well as the 
Association of Greek Constitutionalists and the 
European University of Cyprus. 

Revision of the Constitution IV
 Institutions of the State  

and the Functioning  
of Government

The fourth event on the Revision 
of the Hellenic Constitution 

took place on Monday, 12 June 2013. 
The dialogue was chaired by Mr. 

Ioannis Tendes, Honorary General Prosecutor 
of the Supreme Court of the Hellenic Republic. 
According to the conclusions of the dialogue, the 
Hellenic Constitution is not responsible for the 
country’s current political situation. However, 
even a perfect Constitution must occasionally 
adjust to a world which is constantly changing. 
The question is whether the time is appropriate 
for something like this. The constitutional 
map of a country must change during sober 
moments and not under the pressure of events.
The arguments of the speakers were interesting, 
with the following main points:
Dr. Evripidis Stylianidis, Minister of Interior: The 
Constitution which will result from the revision 

must be resistant, strict and open. It must 
protect our language and our national identity 
within the new, globalized environment. It must 
establish the five-year period of governance 
and in the case of early elections, the new 
government must exhaust the remaining term of 
office. It must impose a stable taxation system. It 
must aim at the restoration of the real economy.
Mr. Stavros Kontonis, MP SYRIZA: Article 86 
of the Constitution, which rears the immunity 
of politicians and is contrary to Article 4 on 
the equality of the Greeks, must be abolished. 
Control mechanisms should exist for all public 
figures.  
The primary role of Parliament, which has today 
become secondary and sanctioning, must be 
ensured. Unrelated provisions in multi-bills must, 
for example, be forbidden.
Mr. Panagiotis Rigas, MP PASOK: Although he 
began his speech by saying that “it is possible 
within this conjuncture, tension and questioning 
which touches the core of democracy, to move 
forward with a revision”, he spoke of the need 
to restate the operating conditions of the State 
and for a brave upgrade of Local Government, 
to which many political responsibilities, the 
handling of educational issues, and even tax 
collection must be transferred.
Prof. Theodoros Fortsakis, President of the Faculty 
of Law of the University of Athens, said “The 
Constitution is to blame for the mess we are in”. 
“And I fear that entering this process now, we may 
move backwards”. He stressed the need for national 
planning regarding the public administration and 
the abolition of permanence in the public sector, 
which is contrary - among other things - to the 
provision on the equality of all Greeks.
Mr. Charalambos Tsiliotis, Associate Professor of 
the University of the Peloponnese: 
"The Constitution is not responsible for the 
failure of the sociopolitical model. Instead of 
revision we need a change of attitude and 
behavior". He further explained why, under the 
current Constitution, a Presidential Democracy 
or a Direct Democracy cannot exist, as advocated 
by some.

!
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Mr. Ioannis Tendes (right), General 
Prosecutor of the Supreme Court of the 
Hellenic Republic, chaired the fourth 
event on the Revision of the Hellenic 
Constitution “Institutions of the State 
and the Functioning of Government”.
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Since 2010, the EPLO hosts on an annual 
basis the Greek-Russian Roundtable 

Discussions with the participation of 
representatives of the Hellenic and Russian 
Supreme Courts, at its Headquarters in Athens. 

On 25 September 2012, the 
third Discussion took place on the 
topic “National Criminal Law and 
Supervision of the Enforcement of 

Sentences” with the presence of the Honorary 
Prosecutor of the Hellenic Supreme Court, Mr. 
Ioannis Tendes. Representatives of the Russian 
Federation included the Acting Head of the 
Department for Supervision over Legality of 
Execution of Criminal Punishment, Mr. Sergei 
Mikhailovich Tarakanov, Senior Prosecutor of the 
Department for Law Enforcement to institutions 
and Organs of the Criminal Justice System, Mr. 
Andrey Nikolaevich Gvozdilin and the Acting Head 
of the Department for IT, Business and Research 
Operations Supervision, Mr. Andrey Alfredovich 
Majorov.  The Greek representatives included the 
Deputy Prosecutor of the Supreme Court, Mr. 
Stavros Mantakiozidis and the Deputy Prosecutors 
of the Athens Court of First Instance, Mrs. Haido 
Zougri and Mrs. Aggeliki Triantafyllou. 

On 16 October 2013, the fourth 
Discussion took place on the topic 
“Topical issues of cooperation 
in the sphere of extradition and 

rendering legal assistance in criminal matters. 
Recovery of assets gained in an illegal way and 
exported abroad”. With the presence of the 
Honorary Prosecutor of the Hellenic Supreme 
Court, Mr. Ioannis Tendes, Representatives of 
the Russian Federation included the Deputy 
Head of the Department of Extradition – Head 

of the Third Division of the General Department 
of International Legal Cooperation, Mr. Sergey 
Vladimirovich Gorlenko, the Head of the Second 
Division of the Department of Legal Assistance 
of the General Department of International Legal 
Cooperation, Mr. Vyacheslav Ivanovich Mikheev, 
and the Prosecutor of the Third Division of 
the Department of Extradition of the General 
Department of International Legal Cooperation, 
Mrs. Olga Aleksandrovna Klimova.  The Greek 
Representatives included Mr. Ioannis Aggelis, Vice 
Prosecutor, Court of Appeals of Athens, Mrs. Anna 
Zairi, Prosecutor, Court of Appeals of Athens and 
Mr. Spyridon Georgouleas, President, Court of First 
Instance of Athens. The discussion was coordinated 
by Mr. Georgios Pantelis, Vice President of the 
Supreme Court.

For the fifth consecutive year, 
representatives of the Hellenic and 
Russian Supreme Courts convened 
at a roundtable discussion at the 

EPLO premises in Athens, on December 3, 2014. 
This meeting’s topic focused upon "Prosecutorial 
control of criminal procedure and its operational 
activities in prosecuting and judging cases of 
corruption crimes". 
With the presence of the Director of the EPLO Prof. 
Spyridon Flogaitis and the Vice-Commissioner 
of the State and Director of the Academy of 
Transparency and Human Rights Dr. Ioannis 
Karkalis, the discussion was coordinated by Mr. 
Georgios Pantelis, Vice President of the Hellenic 
Supreme Court. 
Also present, representing the Russian Federation 
were Ms Irina Lvovna Bobinova and Ms Irina 
Stanislavovna Seledsova while from the Greek side 
was Mr. Adonis Eleftherianos, Ms Popi Papandreou 
and Ms Angeliki Triantafyllou, assistant prosecutors 
for corruption crimes.

GREEK-RUSSIAN ANNUAL DISCUSSIONS
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Mr. Sergei Mikhailovich Tarakanov 
(right), the Acting Head of the 
Department for Supervision 
over Legality of Execution of 

Criminal Punishment, was present at the third Greek–
Russian Discussion that took place in Athens on the 
topic “National Criminal Law and Supervision of the 
Enforcement of Sentences”. 
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The fifth Greek-Russian meeting focused on corruption crimes.
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The Single Supervisory Mechanism 
(SSM), the mechanism which has 

granted the European Central Bank 
(ECB) a supervisory role to monitor 

the financial stability of banks based in participating 
states, started on November 4, 2014. At the same 
day, EPLO organized a roundtable for discussion on 
the matter.  
Main speaker was Christos Gortsos, Associate 
Professor of International Economic Law at the 
Panteion University of Athens, as well as visiting 
Professor at the Law School of the Capodistrian 
University of Athens and the European Institute 
of the University of Saarland. Mr. Gortsos stressed 
that SSM practiced by the ECB, in close cooperation 
with the national supervisory authorities (central 
banks or independent administrative authorities) 
and aims to ensure that the banking sector, in the 
euro area and the wider EU, is safe and reliable. 
This, as he said, enhances the prestige of the banks, 
restores public confidence, enhances financial 
stability in Europe; ensure the supply of funds in 
the real economy. The EPLO event was titled “The 
European Central Bank as a supervisory authority to 
the European banking system: a major institutional 
incision”. Coordinator was the journalist Fivos Karzis.

A dialogue event on the Cyprus dispute 
took place on November 21st, 2014, at the 
EPLO headquarters in the center of Athens 
with main speaker the Greek-Cypriot’s side 

negotiator, Ambassador Mr. Andreas Mavroyiannis. 
The speaker has served as Cyprus Deputy Minister for 
European Affairs, Permanent Secretary of Cyprus MFA and 
he is a member of the European Group of Public Law, which 
serves as the European Scientific Council of the EPLO. 
Mr. Mavrogiannis was optimistic that the negotiations 
with the Turkish-Cypriots -that have been taking place 
for more than 50 years- will restart and Cyprus as an EU 
member-state will not accept any solution non compatible 
to the European acquis, the Charter of Fundamental Rights, 
European citizenship etc. 
“Many people believe that Greek Cypriot’s side negotiating 
arguments are not that strong at the moment because of 
the financial crisis that has hit Cyprus too. I can reassure 
that there will not be any half solution. The Cyprus issue will 
either be totally resolved or not at all, not even now”.  
Foreign diplomats, politicians and professors were 
participated in the discussion that coordinated by Antonis 
Papagiannidis, journalist. 
The event titled “The issue of Cyprus: New efforts and 
perspectives” has been the 16th of a series of honorary 
events in memory of the Professor of Public Law at the 
University of Athens, Ioannis Anastopoulos (1942-1997).

SSM: A major 
institutional incision

Dialogue on the 
Cyprus dispute
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On 4 November 2013, the EPLO organized a roundtable discussion on the topic   “Economic 
Growth and Environmental Protection” at its Headquarters in Athens. During the 

discussion, the obstacles of the legal framework regarding environmental protection were 
presented. The event was an initiative by Prof. Glykeria Sioutis, Professor of Administrative 
and Environmental Law at the National and Capodistrian University of Athens, who also had 
its scientific coordination. Speakers included Mrs. Dora Bakoyannis, Deputy of Territory of ND 
Party and former Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Nikos Voutsis, Deputy A’ Athens of SYRIZA 
and Secretary of SYRIZA-EKM, Mr. Nikos Androulakis, Secretary of Central Political Committee 
PASOK, Mr. Makis Papadopoulos, Member of Central Committee C.P.G., person in charge of the 
Department of Economy, Mr. Menelaos Daskalakis, General Secretary of Telecommunications 
and Posts, as well as Prof. Glykeria Sioutis, National and Capodistrian University of Athens. 

Focus on methodology for sustainable development
ECONOMY AND 
ENVIRONMENT
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2014 2014
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Mr. Gortsos explains  
what the Single 
Supervisory Mechanism is.

Mr. Mavrogiannis speaking at 
the EPLO headquarters on 
Cyprus dispute.
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Mrs. Dora Bakoyannis (right), Deputy 
of Territory of Nea Dimokratia Party 
and former Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
and Mr. Nikos Voutsis (far right), 

Deputy of Athens of SYRIZA party were among 
the speakers on the roundtable “Economic  
Growth and Environmental Protection”.
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On 18 October 2013, the EPLO organized a roundtable discussion on the topic 
“The Problem of Violence in Modern Democracies” at its Headquarters in 

Athens.  Violence is an age-old concept and expression. The new morals, however, 
the new customs and the modern way of life gave rise to other, diverse violent 
forms, which have invaded out daily lives for good, disrupting and deranging the 
smooth operation of our microcosm and, as a consequence, the community as a 
whole. Uneasily we watch incidents and manifestations of violence unfolding before 
our eyes, not knowing if we should react, in which way and in which direction. The 
direct result is the derangement of our psyche. The long-term and cumulative result 
is the derangement of social relationships of every form which, aggregated, may 
even shake the foundations of modern democracy. In the context of this event, the 
following speakers expressed their scientific opinions: Prof. Anna Frangoudaki, Mr. 
Christophoros Argyropoulos, President of the Greek Criminal Bar Association, Prof. 
Marina Oikonomou-Lalioti, Emeritus Professor of Psychiatry at the Athens University, 
Dr. Vasilis Tsevrenis, Lawyer (PhD in Public Law), Mr. Dimosthenis Kourtovik, author 
and journalist in TA NEA newspaper, Mr. Michalis Mitsos, author and journalist in TA 
NEA newspaper, and Ms. Timokleia Zacharogeorga, Ms. Eugeni Katoufa, Journalist and 
Social Scientist, coordinated the dialogue, while Dr. Vasilis Tsevrenis was scientifically 
responsible for the event.

Effects of urban violence on citizens and democracy
THE PROBLEM  
OF VIOLENCE  
IN MODERN  

DEMOCRACIES

2013

October
18

On 11 March 2013, the EPLO organized a roundtable discussion on the topic “Facets 
and Experiences of the Crisis in Greece: Proposals for Re-structuring” at its 

Headquarters in Athens. The discussion was rooted in the acknowledgement that 
the measures taken to deal with the economic crisis, which is bringing about highly 
adverse effects on society and serious blows to democracy, are characterized, as a 
general observation, by lack of justice and morality. Prof. Vasso Artinopoulou, Panteion 
University of Social and Political Science, former Vice Rector, Head of Unit for Criminal 
Justice and Criminology and Unit for Gender Issues at the EPLO, chaired the event.  
The speakers included Mr. Ioannis Pottakis, PhD Philosophy, Former Minister, Mrs. 
Fotini Tsalikoglou, Psychology Professor at the Panteion University and Author, Mrs. 
Marina Oikonomou-Lalioti, Assistant Professor of Psychiatry, A’ Psychiatric Clinic of the 
Faculty of Medicine of the National and Capodistrian University of Athens, Dr. Anastasia 
Sotiriadou, General Director for Coordination, General Secretariat for Gender Equality, 
Mrs. Nikoletta Giantsi-Meletiadou, Associate Professor of Medieval History at the 
Faculty of Philosophy of the National and Capodistrian University of Athens, Mr. Vasilis 
Tsevrenis, Lawyer, PhD in Public Law, National and Capodistrian University of Athens, 
Specialized Researcher of the Marangopoulos Foundation for Human Rights (MFHR).  
Prof. Spyridon Flogaitis, the EPLO Director, Mrs. Effie Mpekou-Mpalta, Secretary General 
for Welfare of the Ministry of Labor, Social Security and Welfare, Mrs. Zetta Makri, 
Secretary General for Gender Equality, and Mr. G. Stamatopoulos, Director of the Press 
Office of the Municipality of Athens on behalf of the Athens Mayor, delivered greetings.

Proposals for re-structuring in times of crisis
FACETS AND 
EXPERIENCES  

OF THE CRISIS IN 
GREECE
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The former Speaker of 
Parliament and former Minister 
Mr Apostolos Kaklamanis makes 
a proposal on the roundtable 

discussion “The Problem of Violence in 
Modern Democracies”.

2013

October
18

Prof. Vasso Artinopoulou (right), Panteion University 
of Social and Political Science, former Vice Rector, 
Head of Unit for Criminal Justice and Criminology 
and Unit for Gender Issues at the EPLO, chaired the 

event on re-structuring in times of crisis.

2013

March
11
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Social acquis in times of economic crisis

The EPLO organized a roundtable discussion 
on the topic “Human Rights and the 

Modernization of the Social Protection Systems” 
on 10 March 2014 at the EPLO Headquarters 
in Athens. Nine speakers contributed to the 
discussion with the following topics:
■ Prof. Procopios Pavlopoulos, MP, former 
Minister and Professor of Constitutional Law at 
the University of Athens: “The boundaries of the 
social acquis in the framework of the Greek legal 
order in the light of the financial crisis”;
■ Prof. Konstantinos Papadimitriou, Professor 
of Labor Law at the University of Athens and 
President of the Company for Labor Law and 
Social Insurance: “The degradation of the 
collective labor relations as a result of recent 
legislative reforms”;
■ Prof. Lykourgos Liaropoulos, Emeritus 
Professor of Health Economics, Director of the 
Lab for the Organization and Evaluation of the 
Health Services of the University of Athens: “The 
national health insurance as a right and society’s 
responsibility”;
■ Dr. Vasilis Tsevrenis, Lawyer, Public Law PhD 

at the University of Athens: “Progresses and 
setbacks of the social protection systems in 
Europe & the USA”;
■ Mrs. Marialena Kloka, Advocacy Officer of the 
NGO Praxis: “The National Action Plan for Human 
Rights: Vision and Cooperations”;
■ Mr. Giorgos Patoulis, Doctor and Mayor of 
Amaroussion: “The Social Providence for the 
Uninsured”;
■ Prof. Ioannis Tountas, Professor of Social 
Medicine at the Medical School of the University 
of Athens: “The Consequences of the Financial 
Crisis for the Health of the Greek Population”;
■ Mr. Nikitas Kanakis, Secretary General at 
the NGO Médecins du Monde: “The Role of the 
Humanitarian Organization in the Greece of 
Crisis”;
■ Mr. Nikos Sarris, Lawyer and researcher at 
the National Center for Social Research: “The 
Emergence of a New European Social Model for 
the Protection of the Social Rights in Times of 
Economic Crisis.”
Dr. Vassilis Tsevrenis was scientifically responsible 
for the event.

HUMAN RIGHTS  AND THE  MODERNIZATION 
OF THE SOCIAL PROTECTION  SYSTEMS 

2014

March
10
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Strengthening the World 
Bank’s internal Rule of Law

Anne-Marie Leroy, Senior Vice-President and General Counsel of the World 
Bank Group, paid tribute to Manuel Chrysoloras as keynote speaker 

in the EPLO’s annual Lecture Series dedicated to the Greek pioneer in the 
introduction of Greek literature to Western Europe during the late Middle Ages.
Anne-Marie Leroy gave a lecture on the topic “Strengthening the Bank’s 
Internal Rule of Law” on 25 May 2012 at the EPLO Headquarters in Athens, 
Greece, as the guest speaker of the 10th Manuel Chrysoloras International 
Lecture. The EPLO launched the International Lecture Series in 1999, honoring 
Manuel Chrysoloras (c. 1350-1415), the Greek scholar credited with spreading 
Greek literature in the West during the Middle Ages and today viewed as the 
symbol of the Hellenic contribution to the revival of European Culture. The 
lectures take place at the EPLO Headquarters in Athens.
In her lecture, Anna-Marie Leroy introduced the key elements constituting the 
concept of the rule of law and its evolution over time - from Aristotle’s Politics 
to the writings of the British jurist and constitutional theorist Albert Venn 
Dicey (1835-1922) -, analyzed the conceptualization of the rule of law in an !

MANUEL 
CHRYSOLORAS 

ANNUAL 
LECTURE SERIES

2012
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25
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Prof. Spyridon Flogaitis offers  
a commemorative engraving 
of Manuel Crysoloras to Mrs. 

Anne-Marie Leroy, Senior Vice-
President and General Counsel  

of the World Bank Group.
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international organization and described the role 
of the General Counsel in ensuring the rule of law 
in such an institution.
Prof. Spyridon Flogaitis, Director of the EPLO, 
welcomed the speaker offering a few words on 
the personality of Manuel Chrysoloras and his 
contribution of the Greek classics to the West, 
before highlighting that the EPLO, though a 
newly established international organization 
– celebrating its 5-year anniversary this year 
– has an equivalent internal organization 
with large organizations such as the World 
Bank. He presented Anne-Marie Leroy with a 
commemorative portrait print of Chrysoloras 
saying: “the EPLO is honored to have the 
opportunity to gain from your knowledge and 
experience.”
The lecture was attended by high ranking 
Greek officials including the Minister of State, 
Mr. Antonis Argyros, bringing the greetings 
of the interim Prime Minister, Mr. Panagiotis 
Pikrammenos, former Minister, Prof. Procopios 
Pavlopoulos, former Minister, Mr. Pantelis Kapsis, 
former Deputy Minister, Mr. Dimitris Dollis, the 
first Vice-President of the State Council, Mr. 
Kostas Menoudakos, the Vice - President of the 
Council of State, Mr. Filoktimon Arnaoutoglou, 
the President of the Court of Audit, Mr. Ioannis 
Karavokyris, Commissioner General of the State, 

Mr. Dionisios Laskaratos, the General Inspector 
of Public Administration, Mr. Leandros Rakintzis, 
honorable jurists, ambassadors, diplomats 
and academics. Past speakers include (in 
chronological order): Mr. Alecos Markides, former 
Attorney General of the Republic of Cyprus, 
Professor J.H.H. Weiler, Director of the Center 
for International and Regional Economic Law 
& Justice, NYU Law School, Professor Vassilios 
Skouris, President of the Court of Justice of 
the European Communities, Dr. Nicolas Michel, 
Under-Secretary-General for Legal Affairs and 
Legal Counsel of the United Nations, Dr. Bo 
Vesterdorf, President of the European Court of 
First Instance of the European Communities, Mr. 
Michele Vietti, Parliamentarian and Spokesman 
of the Center Democratic Party of the Republic of 
Italy, Dr. Michael Frendo, Chairman of the House 
of Representatives’ Standing Committee on 
Foreign and European Affairs and former Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Malta, Mr. Ronny Abraham, 
Judge of the International Court of Justice, and 
Dr. Marc Jaeger, President of the General Court 
of the European Union, along with Dr. Irena 
Pelikánová, President of the 4th Chamber of 
the General Court of the European Union and 
Dr. Savvas Papasavvas, President of the 5th 
Chamber of the General Court of the European 
Union.

On 24 April 2013, the EPLO organized an 
international lecture given by Dr. Zlatko 
Lagumdžija, Deputy Chairman of the Council 
of Ministers and Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, under the 

title “Bosnia and Herzegovina: From Dayton to 
Brussels, via Thessaloniki”. The lecture took 
place at the EPLO Headquarters in Athens and 
was attended by the highest representatives 
of the High Courts, the academia, the 
political and diplomatic world, as well as by 
practitioners.

Dayton to Brussels, via Thessaloniki 

!
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Anna-Marie Leroy introducing the key elements constituting the concept 
of the rule of law, its evolution over time and its conceptualization in an international 
organization.

2012

May
25
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The concepts of transparency and solidarity must transpire from every 
reform of the public administration, according to the conclusions of 

the International Humboldt-Kolleg Conference on the topic “State Reform 
for a Better Europe”. The Conference took place on 30 and 31 May 2013 
at the premises of the EPLO in Athens and Sounion, respectively, with the 
participation of scholars from Germany, Italy, the United Kingdom and 
Greece. 
On the first day, the need for solidarity between the EU Member States was 
expressed. Specifically, Professor Werner Meng (Universität des Saarlandes) 
argued that in Germany the opinion exists that solidarity must be set as 
the basis for the programs of financial assistance, since without solidarity, 
no solution can be found for the Members states, under the premise of 
developing a single economic policy.
In answering to the question “What form of State does the European Union 
require?”, Professor Matthias Ruffert (Universität Jena) stated that the 
European Union is a democracy at a supranational level, while he further 
argued that based on the model of the European Union, it is not the State 
which governs everything, but the power of States.
On the second day of the Conference, the conversation focused on 
renewable sources of energy and the reforms in this specific sector, as well 
as the need for transparency in public administration, in order to ensure 
trust and creation of possibilities for development.
The prospects for Greece are foreseen as positive, according to Professor 
Ekkehard Hofmann (Universität Würzburg), in the areas of tourism and 
agricultural development, as well as in the field of energy. In addition, the 
Professor proposed that Greece utilizes the assistance and the experience 
of Germany, as concerns the possibility of changing the sources of energy to 
renewable ones.
Regarding the law and the legislative procedures, the opinion for the 
Europeanization of national legal systems and the formation of a 
supranational European law aiming at a better Europe was discussed.
The conference was co-organized by the EPLO, the Institute for Studies in 
Competition Law and Policy (IMEDIPA), the Research Institute of Procedural 
Studies, the Griechischer Humboldt-Club Athens and the Max Planck Institute 
Luxembourg for International, European and Regulatory Procedural Law, and 
was sponsored by the Alexander von Humboldt foundation and the German 
Academic Exchange Service (DAAD).
The Conference was dedicated to the memory of the Professor of Public Law 
of the University of Athens, Ioannis Anastopoulos (1942-1997).
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A two-day 
conference on 
the topic “State 
Reform for a 

Better Europe”. Right: 
Professor Werner Meng, 
University of Saarlandes, 
one of the key speakers 
in this event. 
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The EPLO organized a two-day international conference on “The 
Presence and Contribution of the (Eastern) Roman Empire in the 

Formation of Europe” on 18 and 19 April 2013. 
The administrative and, to a certain extent, cultural unity of 
contemporary Europe is the result of the influence of the Greco-
Roman civilization, an influence which continued uninterruptedly from 
antiquity until the fall of Constantinople, but also later, during the 
Renaissance. 
During the “Dark Ages”, however, history is unclear and largely 
distorted by national antagonism, personal ambitions and religious 
hatred. It is the age during which kings and princes appeared as self-
appointed successors of the Roman Empire, questioned the scepters 
of Constantinople, fought against the latter during the fourth Crusade 
and concealed its great contribution to the formation of the West.
This topic preoccupied top European and Greek scientists during the 
two-day international conference. 
The aim of this initiative of the EPLO was to explore, once again, 
the contribution of the Empire of Constantinople to the creation of 
Europe and to regenerate the Roman idea “of the State which belongs 
to its citizens” which it served until its fall. As was emphasized “the 
European Union, having the need for greater cultural unity, now needs 
to re-examine its history and to restore it, highlighting the elements 
of a common past at the cultural, legal, educational, religious and 
institutional level, among others”.
Among the foreign speakers were Professors Yves Sassier and Jean-
Claude Cheynet (Université Paris-Sorbonne), Sylvain Gouguenheim 
(Ecole Normale Supérieure de Lyon), Sophie Laws (Regent’s College 
London), as well as Maurice Aymard (Maison des Sciences de 
l’Homme), all well-known personalities to the Greek audience.
The work of the first day took place at the French School of Athens 
over two Sessions: The first was entitled “The model of power”, while 
the second “Oikoumene: New Frontiers - Novel Way of Acquaintance 
and Interaction”. The second day was held at the EPLO Headquarters 
in Athens with yet another session, “The world of ideas” and a 
roundtable on the topic “Discovering historicism in the administration 
of justice” in which high-level members of the judiciary and Professors 
of Law from England, France and Greece participated.
The conference was realized with the kind support of the French 
School of Athens and the Hellenic Bank Association.
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Cultural unity of contemporary Europe is the result of the influence of the Greco-
Roman civilization, which continued uninterruptedly from antiquity until the fall 
of Constantinople, but also later, during the Renaissance. This was highlighted by 
international experts in a two-day conference held at the French School of Athens 

(above) and at the EPLO Headquarters in Athens (below). 
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The EPLO hosted the International Law Association 2013 
Regional Conference on 29-31 August at its premises in Sounion, 

Greece. The conference was organized by the Hellenic Branch of 
the ILA, and was on the theme “Imperium Juris: Governance, Trade, 
Resources”. 
The central theme of the conference was the concept of the 
rule of law at the international level, with particular emphasis 
on the organization of international society, trade and resource 
management. 
These are key questions which concern the international scene, 
but are also of particular interest at the regional level, where 
superimposed international rules, multiple actors, interchanging 
levels of power between and within States, and emerging needs, 
require new approaches to issues concerning the management of 
energy resources, wealth producing resources, development and 
the protection of human rights.
Specifically, on 29 August the participants discussed issues such as 
judicial power and the rule of law, contemporary shipping problems, 
investments in resources, human security and human rights.
On the following day, 30 August, the speakers’ reports concerned 
international arbitration in the field of investment, the protection of 
cultural heritage, the protection of people during periods of natural 
disasters, as well as global economic governance.
The conference came to an end on 31 August with two special 
sessions dedicated to the legal aspects of the international financial 
and monetary crisis and of public debt, and to the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea, respectively.
The participants consisted of eminent international relations 
experts, judges, members of the academic community from all 
over the world and acclaimed lawyers from some of the biggest 
international and Greek law firms. 
The discussions made reference to major arbitration issues, the 
resolution of investment differences and the management  
of energy resources, including research on the production of 
hydrocarbons, the functioning of energy pipelines and the purchase 
of natural gas.
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The International Law Association 2013 Regional Conference  
attracted experts of law from around the world.

2013

August
29 31-
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The EPLO and the School of Human Rights Research of the Utrecht 
University co-organized an international conference on the subject 

“How to deal with the criticism of the European Court of Human Rights” on 
12 and 13 April 2012 at the historic Chamber of the Dutch Senate in Hague, 
The Netherlands, with the financial support of the Dutch Ministries of 
Security and Justice and Foreign Affairs.
The Dutch Minister for Security and Justice, H.E. Ivo Opstelten, delivered 
opening remarks and Professor of Human Rights at the Faculty of Law, 
Economics and Governance of the Utrecht University, Mr. Tom Zwart, 
welcomed the distinguished participants, among which was the President 
of the Supreme Court of the Netherlands, Mr. Geert Corstens. The EPLO 
Director, Prof. Spyridon Flogaitis, chaired the opening session of the 
conference.

The EPLO organized a two-day conference on the topic “The Hesitant 
Pace of Migration Policy in the Greece of Crisis” on 17 and 18 January 

2013 at the conference venue of the Athens Chamber of Commerce  
& Industry.
The migration phenomenon has been at the epicenter of the news since 
the ‘90s, when the fall of the socialist regimes in Eastern Europe formed 
the very first wave of economic migration with Greece as a destination, 
which escalated greatly in the decade 2000-2010 due to the mass influx of 
immigrants from African and Asian countries. It is something that currently 
– combined with the economic crisis – generates heated controversy across 
the social and political spectrum, stressing the necessity to reconsider the 
country’s migration policy.
The EPLO conference aimed to evaluate the current situation, taking into 
consideration the experiences of other European countries, and above 
all, the submission of proposals by more than 40 specialists (University 
Professors and researchers) on the management of every aspect of the 
country’s migration issue, such as: the institutional context regarding 
migration and asylum, the integration and the exclusion of immigrants, as 
well as their access to health care services, education and employment, 
their associations and their coexistence with the Greek population. 

How to deal with the criticism 

The explosive mixture of immigrants & the crisis
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Prof. Flogaitis welcomes the Dutch Justice Minister, Ivo Opstelten. On his right Mr. Luzius 
Wildhaber, the former President of the European Court of Human Rights. On his left the 
Lord Kerr, a judge on the supreme Court of the United Kingdom.

Prof. Flogaitis (above) opens the 
two-day conference “The Hesitant 
Pace of Migration Policy in the 
Greece of Crisis”. President of the 

Athens Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Mr. Constantinos Michalos (right) and former 
minister Tasos Giannitsis (far right) was 
among the speakers.  
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The EPLO organized a two-day conference on the topic “European Economic 
Law faced with New Challenges” on 12 and 13 July 2013 at the EPLO 

premises in Sounion.  German and Greek scholars gathered to explore the 
topic in the framework of six themes: European Banking and Financial Law, 
European Corporate and Capital Market Law, European Private Law, European 
and International Procedural Law, Private Law as Means of Regulation, and 
Competition Law. The corresponding chairs to the themes were: Professor Klaus 
J. Hopt, Max-Planck-Institut für Ausländisches und Internationales Privatrecht, 
Professor Spyridon Flogaitis, National and Capodistrian University of Athens, 
Director of the EPLO, Professor Michael Stathopoulos, National and Capodistrian 
University of Athens,  Professor Apostolos Georgiadis, National and Capodistrian 
University of Athens,  Associate Professor Georgios Sotiropoulos, National and 
Capodistrian University of Athens, and Professor Dimitrios Tzouganatos, National 
and Capodistrian University of Athens.
Specifically, Professor Rudiger Veil referred to the harmonization of Union 
Capital Market Law, Professor Nikolaos Vervesos to the sanction mechanism for 
infringements of Capital Market Law, Professor Christoph Kumpan to the conflicts 
of interest in Corporate Law, and Professor Friedmann Kainer to the course 
towards a single European competition policy. The scientific committee of the 
Conference included Professor Klaus J. Hopt, former Director of the Max-Planck 
Institute Hamburg, and Professor Dimitrios N. Tzouganatos, University of Athens 
Law School. The Conference took place with the kind support of OTE S.A. and the 
German Eduard v. Schwartzkoppen-Stiftung Institute.

TThe Law Office of the Republic of Cyprus and the EPLO organized an 
international conference on the topic: “The Crisis of the euro and of the 

Banking Sector at the European Periphery: Adequacy of the Union's Tools, 
Necessity and Challenges of Further Integration” that took place on 4 and 5 
April 2014 at the Filoxenia Conference Centre in Nicosia, Cyprus.
The conference featured four panels on the topics: Lessons from the 
Eurozone crisis, The Making of a Banking Union, Challenges of Crisis 
Resolution and The Implications of the Eurozone crisis for European 
Integration. Mr. Costas Clerides, Attorney General of the Republic, Mr. Harris 
Ch. Georgiades, Minister of Finance of Cyprus, and Prof. Spyridon Flogaitis, 
Director of the EPLO, gave the welcome addresses, while Prof. Giuliano 
Amato, Italian Constitutional Court, Former Prime Minister of Italy, gave the 
introductory speech of the conference. 
Distinguished European academics and high-level officials explored various 
cutting-edge topics during the four discussion panels. 

Scholars exploring the European Economic Law

The euro and the further integration of the Union 
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A two-day conference on the topic “European Economic Law faced with New  
Challenges” held at the EPLO premises in Sounion. German and Greek scholars  
gathered to explore the topic in the framework of European Law.

The international conference in Nicosia, Cyprus, in distinguished European academics 
explored in four discussion panels various topics about the economic crisis in Europe and 
about the banking sector crisis.
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On the occasion of the Greek Presidency of the EU, the EPLO organized 
a half-day conference on the subject “Green Paper on Changing 

VAT in the EU” on 27 February 2014, which took place at the conference 
venue of the Athens Chamber of Commerce and Industry, where an 
innovative proposal for the change of VAT in the EU was presented, as 
well as proposals for the tax declaration of natural and legal persons and 
information on tax penalties, tax books and data for 2014. 
Mr. Konstantinos Michalos, President of the Athens Chamber of Commerce 
and Dr. Ioannis Karkalis, Vice-Commissioner of the State and Director of 
the EPLO Academy of Transparency and Human Rights, gave introductory 
speeches.  Mr. Christos Melas, Tax Consultant and Author, Mr. Elias 
Katoudis, Director of Tax Income of the Ministry of Finance and Mr. Dimitris 
Stamatopoulos, former Director General of the Ministry of Finance were 
the speakers of the event. 
The conference was supported by the Athens Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, the Hellenic Union of Tax Collectors, the Athens Chamber 
of Finance, the Hellenic Union of Tax Consultants, the Union of Tax 
Freelancers of Attica, the Central Union of Greek Chambers, the Greek 
Company of Business Administration and the Europe direct.  

The Region of Crete, the Municipality of Gortynos, the General 
Secretariat for Transparency and Human Rights of the Ministry of 

Justice and the EPLO organized a two-day scientific conference on the 
birth of human rights in Crete with the title “My Right for 2500 Years The 
Truth: Human Rights in Europe began in Gortyna” on 15 and 16 March 2014 
in Heraklion and Gortyna of Crete respectively. 
On the occasion of the Greek Presidency of the Council of European Union, 
this conference presented the opportunity to explore the birth of human 
rights in Europe, tracing it back to the first laws conceived in Gortyna and in 
ancient Greece in general.
The speakers included: Prof. Kelly Bourdara, University of Athens, Prof. 
Sofia Adam, Panteion University, Prof. Maria Gouni, Aristotle University of 
Thessaloniki, Prof. Ilias Arnaoutoglou, Research Center of the Academy of 
Athens, Prof. Dimitris Karambelas, University of London, and Prof. Stratis 
Papamanousakis, Institute of Cretan Law. The conference was presided 
by Mr. Georgios Panagiotopoulos, President of the Council of State. The 
opening of the Conference was by Mr. Georgios Sourlas, Secretary General 
of Transparency and Human Rights, Ministry of Justice, Transparency and 
Human Rights.

Innovative proposal for a better taxation

The Greek roots of European human rights
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Innovative proposal for 
the change of VAT in 
the EU was presented 
in a conference 

which took place at the Athens 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry. 

Conference in Heraklion 
and Gortyna, Crete, 
Greece, presented the 
opportunity to explore 

the birth of human rights in 
Europe, tracing it back to the first 
laws conceived in the ancient city 
of Gortyna. 
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On the occasion of the completion of 500 years 
from the writing of the book of Niccoló Machiavelli 

The Prince (Il Principe), the EPLO organized an event-symposium of 
scientific, research and political character on 9 December 2013 at 
the EPLO headquarters in Athens.
The speakers included: Prof. Michalis Stathopoulos, Member of 
the Academia and Emeritus of the University of Athens, former 
Minister of Justice, Prof. Pericles Ballianos, University of Athens, 
Prof. Theodoros Georgiou, Democritus University of Thrace, Prof. 
Socrates Delivogiatzis, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Prof. 
Constantinos Papagiorgiou, University of Athens and Prof. Prokopis 
Pavlopoulos, University of Athens, MP, Former Minister of Interior.

The EPLO organized an event on the “Political 
and Juridical Ontology of Ronald Dworkin” 

on 8 May 2014 at its headquarters in Athens. The 
following speakers with their respective discussion 
topics participated:
 Prof. Giorgos Gerapetritis, University of Athens: 
Morality and Positivism in the Work of Ronald 
Dworkin
 Prof. Theodora Antoniou, University of Athens: 
The “Constitutional Perception” of Democracy 
according to Ronald Dworkin   
 Prof. Socrates Delivogiatzis, Aristotle University 

The EPLO in cooperation with the Hellenic Union 
of Mediators, organized an event on the topic 

“Mediation, an Important Alternative Dispute Resolution” on 19 
February 2014, at the EPLO headquarters in Athens. The event 
was meant to be a general presentation of the work as a mediator 
and analyzed the details of this activity in the context of the Greek 
reality. A short simulation followed in order to make clear to 
everybody what it means to be a mediator. 

The 500 years of “The Prince”

Requiem to Ronald Dworkin 

An alternative dispute resolution
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of Thessaloniki: Criticism on the Political 
Philosophy of Ronald Dworkin
 Prof. Theodoros Georgiou, Democritus University 
of Thrace: The Political Modernity and its Criticism 
according to Ronald Dworkin.
The discussion was coordinated by Prof. Vaso 
Artinopoulou, former Rector of the Panteion 
University for Social and Political Sciences. 
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The EPLO and “Alexandria” Publications 
organized the presentation of the Third Reich 

Trilogy books of Sir Richard J. Evans, Regius 
Professor of History at the University of Cambridge 
and President of Wolfson College, “Third Reich: The 
Coming, in Power, the War”.  

The event took place on 25 April 2014 at the EPLO 
headquarters in Athens with the following speakers: 
Sir Richard J. Evans, Professor Nikolaos Alivizatos 
and Professor Yiannis Drossos. 
The discussion was moderated by journalist 
Stefanos Kasimatis.

A scientific approach to the “heretic” theories 
of the French philosopher Paul-Michel 

Foucault (1926–1984) was attempted in a workshop organized 
by the EPLO on December 18, 2014 in its headquarters in 
Athens. “A scientific enigma: Michel Foucault” was the title 
of the event chaired by the Professor of University of Athens 
Glykeria Siouti.  
Speakers were Theodoros Georgiou, Professor of the 
Democritus University of Thrace, Sokratis Delibogiatzis, 
Professor of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki and 
Spyros Makris, Lecturer at the University of Macedonia and 
researcher at the Academy of Athens. 

The “enigma” Michel Foucault
THE WORK OF A HERETIC PHILOSOPHER2014

December
18

■ The EPLO cooperated 
with “Sakkoulas Publications”  

for this event.

■ Sir Richard J. Evans, 
at the presentation of 
his books at the head-
quarters of the EPLO 

in Athens.



Participations in Events
The EPLO supports and participates in initiatives 

and events of other institutions and organizations it considers 
as being relevant to its mission. 
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The conference highlighting 
the European Completion 
in Greece on the initiative 

of the Centre of International 
and European Economic 
Law, in which the EPLO 
participated along with 

eight academic and research 
institutions.

The conference entitled  
“To get over the crisis, the EU 
must go on”, co-organized by 
the Greek Centre of European 

Studies and Research (EKEME) 
and the Trans European Policy 
Studies Association (TEPSA), 

with the support of the 
Representation of the European 

Commission in Greece, in 
view of the upcoming Greek 
Presidency of the Council of 

the EU at the premises of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

the Hellenic Republic, in which 
the EPLO participated.

The conference highlighting 
the European Completion 
in Greece on the initiative 

of the Centre of International 
and European Economic 
Law, in which the EPLO 
participated along with 

eight academic and research 
institutions.

The conference entitled  
“To get over the crisis, the EU 
must go on”, co-organized by 
the Greek Centre of European 

Studies and Research (EKEME) 
and the Trans European Policy 
Studies Association (TEPSA), 

with the support of the 
Representation of the European 

Commission in Greece, in 
view of the upcoming Greek 
Presidency of the Council of 

the EU at the premises of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

the Hellenic Republic, in which 
the EPLO participated.

2012 2013
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Publications

EUROPEAN PUBLIC LAW ORGANIZATION

EUROPEAN  REVIEW OF PUBLIC LAW / EUROPEAN 
PUBLIC LAW SERIES / EUROPEAN PAPERS / ACADEMY 

OF EUROPEAN PUBLIC LAW SERIES /   
CENTRAL & EASTERN EUROPEAN LEGAL STUDIES / 

STAND-ALONE PUBLICATIONS 

www.eplopublications.eu Readers can find information about EPLO 
publications and instantly buy them online

Activity Report 2015
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EPLO / PUBLICATIONS

Since the beginning of 2013, the European 
Public Law Organization has undertaken 

as a Publisher the European Review of Public 
Law and its special editions, as well as other 
periodical editions and stand-alone publications 
dealing with public law issues. 
The European Review of Public Law (ERPL) is 
a quarterly publication, established in 1989 to 
create an international forum for analysis and 
discussion of issues on the development of 
constitutional and administrative law in Europe. 
The ERPL is now in its 92nd issue. 
Not only does it examine a wide range of issues 
that relate to the European Union, the European 
Convention on Human Rights, the national 
public law and practices, as well as to their 
mutual interaction and influence but it also 
covers other jurisdictions that interplay with 
the European Public Law systems and/or offer 
relevant comparative insights. 
To chronicle the evolution of national public 
law in the enlarged geopolitical area of Europe, 
the Review presents, in each issue, recent 
developments in the domestic legal order which 
are summarized and analyzed by authorities in 
the field. 
Chronicled developments on the case law of 
the European Court of Justice, of the European 
Court of Human Rights, and on Eurosystem, 

Financial and Banking Law are also presented.
The ERPL devotes one issue of its quarterly 
publication to the conference of the European 
Group of Public Law (EGPL), which meets 
annually to discuss a particular public law issue 
of contemporary importance, with high-quality 
contributions providing a European as well as 
an international perspective. 
Recent conference topics include: 
Internationalisation of Public Law; Citizenship 
in the European Union; Administration without 

News & Challenges
for the EPLO Publications

Launch a new journal and online shopping
of EPLO publications through a new website

New website with e-shop
During this period, the new website of the EPLO 
Publications (www.eplopublications.eu), within 
which an e-shop is functioning, has been completed. 
Readers can find information about EPLO 
publications and instantly buy them online (hard 
copy or digital version) through a simple process.
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EUROPEAN 
REVIEW  

OF PUBLIC 
LAW

EUROPEAN 
PUBLIC 

LAW SERIES

EUROPEAN 
PAPERS

ACADEMY 
OF EUROPEAN 
PUBLIC LAW 

SERIES

EUROPEAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

LAW 
SERIES

CENTRAL 
& EASTERN 
EUROPEAN 

LEGAL 
STUDIES

STAND-ALONE 
PUBLICATIONS

Frontiers, European Migration Law, Concepts 
and Methods of Reasoning of the New Public 
Law, Public Law and the Judges, Public Law 
and the Economic Crisis, Public Law and 
Solidarity, New Challenges of Democracy. 
The ERPL is committed to linguistic diversity 
and accepts submissions in seven languages: 
English, French, Spanish, Russian, Portuguese, 
German and Italian. Apart from the European 
Review of Public Law (ERPL), which is the oldest 
publication of the Organization, the EPLO also 

emphasizes the special series of the ERPL: 
the European Public Law Series, the European 
Papers, the Academy of European Public Law 
Series and the European Environmental Law 
Series. Special mention should also be made 
of the Central and Eastern European Legal 
Studies, which starting from 2013 is a periodical 
publication with its own Board of Editors.
Finally, stand-alone publications is a field in 
which the EPLO has been active during the 
reported period.
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EUROPEAN REVIEW OF PUBLIC LAW

■ Vol. 23_4/2011 (82) 

In this ERPL issue, the reader will 
find four articles on very topical 

public law issues such as the intense 
budgetary crisis that Greek economy 
has been facing in the light of the 
issue of the conformity with the 
national Constitution of the austerity 
measures taken and the structural 
reforms made by the Greek Government; the 
long legal story of the establishment of the 
Public Auditor Institution in Turkey; software 
protection in Europe; and the augmenting 
policy of public surveillance through the ‘Public 
Camera Surveillance’ system in Greece and in 
other countries such as the UK, USA, Canada and 

Australia. In the chronicles section 
of Constitutional Law, chronicles 
coming from Germany, Greece, 
Latvia, Poland, Serbia and Spain are 
presented whereas in the section 
of Administrative Law chronicles, 
Germany, Finland, Latvia, Poland, 
Serbia and Spain are represented 
in this ERPL issue. As always, book 
reviews and information on major 

academic works and studies on public law 
are also published. Finally, a section called 
“Documents from Latin America” is launched, 
in which a presentation of the way Law is been 
taught, the methodology that should be used in 
teaching Law as well as recommendations of the 
author on this issue are provided. 

■ Vol. 24_1/2012 (83)

In this issue, are published the 
proceedings of the annual 

Conference of the EGPL organized 
from the 9th to the 11th of September 
2011, on the subject “Public Law and 
the Judges”. Under the headings 
“General Introduction. The Status 
of the Judge: Independence and 
Impartiality”, “Judicial Legitimacy - 
The Functions of the Judge”, and “Judge-made 
Law”, many prominent law scholars from all over 
Europe and the world contributed to the dialogue 
on these themes. National reports follow, coming 
from Austria, Bulgaria, Denmark, Greece, Ireland, 
The Netherlands, Poland, Serbia, Slovakia, 
Spain, Sweden and Turkey. These are based 
on a Questionnaire elaborated on the theme 
“The Dialogue of the Judges - National Courts 
and European Courts”. A Case Study is then 

presented focusing on the different 
forms of “The Dialogue of the 
Judges” and of the National Courts 
and the European Courts. Finally, 
the Conclusions maintain that the 
jurists’ role is to examine the role of 
the judge in an uncompromising way, 
focusing not only on legal sources 
and procedures on the books but 
also on law in action as well as on the 
interaction between judges and other 

state agencies, since the judge is only one agent 
in public law. In this same issue, are presented 
the speeches on the occasion of the Laudatio to 
Prof. S. Cassese (speeches by Professors G. della 
Cananea, E. Schmidt-Aßmann, L. Ortega, J.-B. 
Auby and Prof. S. Cassese’s Acknowledgements) 
and of the Laudatio to Prof. L. Martín-Retortillo 
(speeches by Professors M. P. Chiti, B. Pacteau, 
E. Malaret and Prof. L. Martín-Retortillo’s 
Acknowledgements).
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■ Vol. 24_2/2012 (84) 

In this ERPL issue, the reader will 
find first the text of the speech 

given by the Senior Vice President 
and Group General Counsel of 
the World Bank Group within the 
framework of the International 
Lecture “Manuel Chrysoloras” which 
deals with the concept of the rule 
of law in an international organization from 
the perspective of the legal adviser to the 
World Bank. Three articles follow focusing 
on issues of great importance such as the 
certification and accreditation system used by 
global, regional and domestic administrations 
to serve regulatory goals; the practice of 
the Informal Administrative Agreements; 

and the main points of the reform 
effected in Greece by the statute 
no. 3852/2010, entitled “Kallikratis”. 
In the chronicles section of 
Constitutional Law, chronicles 
coming from Italy and Russia are 
presented, whereas, at the same 
time, the representation of Cyprus 
is launched. As far as the section 
of Administrative Law chronicles is 

concerned, there are presented developments 
in France, Denmark and Russia. A chronicle 
on French Constitutional Jurisprudence is 
included in this ERPL issue covering the 
years 2009 and 2010. Finally, as always, book 
reviews and information on major academic 
works and studies on public law are published 
in this ERPL issue.

■ Vol. 24_3/2012 (85)

This ERPL issue opens with a 
section comprising the texts of 

the speeches given on the occasion 
of the “Manuel Chrysoloras” 
International Lecture, which was 
organized by the EPLO in October 
2011. Topics such as the control 
by the General Court of decisions 
concerning the anti-competitive (or not) 
character of the behavior of enterprises, the 
relationship between public and private law 
in the framework of EU law and the right of 
access to documents of the European Union 
and its interaction with the specific right of 
access to the administrative file in competition 
cases are dealt with in these texts. In the 
section of Articles, there are two papers 
focusing on the issue of how a country can 

deal with the past and future after 
grave transitions in its social and 
constitutional conditions as well 
as on the issue of the institutional 
aspects of the financial crisis in 
Europe. Continuing with the section 
of Constitutional Law chronicles, 
developments in Austria, Slovakia 
and Ukraine are examined, whereas 
as far as Administrative Law is 

concerned, Austria, Belgium, Portugal and the 
Slovak Republic are represented. The section 
of chronicles closes with the presentation of 
important developments in the jurisprudence 
of the Court of Justice of the EU that focuses 
on the citizen. As is the case for every ERPL 
issue, reviews of books from recent important 
publications are covered, with Austria and 
Ukraine being represented in this particular 
issue.

EUROPEAN REVIEW OF PUBLIC LAW
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■ Vol. 24_4/2012 (86) 

In this ERPL issue, the reader will 
find six articles on very topical public 

law issues. These are dealing with the 
current situation of Italian constitutional 
justice; the possibility of finding a 
common legal-constitutional system of 
Portuguese-speaking countries; the role 
that UK courts play when interpreting 
statute law in the light of domestic constitutional 
norms; the main characteristics of the Greek 
immigration crisis and the policies adopted to 
resolve it in the perspective of the relevant EU 
framework; the meaning of the obligation to 
disapply provisions of national law which are 

incompatible with EU law; and, finally, 
how the application of EU law can be 
conciliated with the respect of the 
Constitution of each Member State 
analyzing the approach of the French 
Constitutional Court. Furthermore, 
in the section of Constitutional 
Law chronicles, Germany, Greece, 
Latvia, Poland, Serbia and Spain are 
represented, whereas in the section 

of Administrative Law chronicles, developments 
concerning Germany, Finland, Latvia, Poland, 
Serbia and Spain are examined. Book reviews and 
information on major academic works and studies 
on public law are published in this ERPL issue as 
well.  

■ Vol. 25_1/2013 (87) 

This ERPL issue comprises the 
proceedings of the 2012 EGPL 

Reunion on the theme: “Public Law 
and the Economic Crisis”. Within the 
framework of a General Introduction 
on “Public Law, the Crises, the Current 
Crisis”, of a heading on “Public Law 
and the Current Crisis: Institutional 
Arrangements and Instruments of Actions” 
and of a third heading on “Public Law and the 
Current Crisis: From Local Governments to the 

World”, eminent academics present 
their views on these matters. National 
reports on the theme are included, 
coming from: Albania, Bulgaria, 
Latvia, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 
Serbia, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden and 
Turkey. 
A comparative perspective on 
the theme is provided, on the 
basis of the national reports and 

of a Questionnaire, which is also included in 
the publication in English. Finally, General 
Conclusions are presented.

■ Vol. 25_2/2013 (88) 

In this ERPL issue, the reader will find several 
articles on subjects such as: the relationship 

between constitutionalism and the growth 
of arrangements whereby the private sector 
increasingly takes over or participates in 

important, social-welfare functions previously 
exercised by politically accountable institutions; 
how tax measures of indirectly regulating the 
financial industry differ, what challenges they 
pose and what their overall contribution would 
be in making the financial system more stable 
and resilient; whether the current model of 

EUROPEAN REVIEW OF PUBLIC LAW
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public law, based on the dogma of 
territoriality, does not accentuate the 
creation of spaces of impunity and the 
loss of the binding force of the national 
administrative law; the challenges and 
application of the Regulatory Impact 
Analysis; the Greek legislation on the 
illegal pillaging of monuments; the 
general principles of the administrative 
procedure provided for in the Polish 
code of administrative procedure by also referring 
to provisions of the European Code of Good 
Administrative Behavior; and the activity of the 
Portuguese Constitutional Court in 2012. In the 

chronicles section of Constitutional 
Law, Denmark, Georgia, Italy, The 
Netherlands and Russia are represented 
whereas in the Administrative Law 
section, developments in the field in 
France and Russia are examined. As 
concerns Jurisprudence, chronicles 
on the Jurisprudence of the European 
Court of Human Rights, on the 
Eurosystem, Financial and Banking 

Law and, finally, on French Constitutional 
Jurisprudence are published. As always, book 
reviews and information on major academic works 
and studies on public law are published therein.

■ Vol. 25_3/2013 (89) 

In this ERPL issue, there are five 
articles on different public law 

issues, reflecting once again the 
multilingual and multinational 
character of the Review: The first 
article deals with the issue of striking 
a fair balance between the individual 
interests and the general interest, 
by using as a starting point the dissolution 
of the terrorist organization ETA by the 
Portuguese Constitutional Court. The second 
article, by examining selected cases from 
Portugal, Greece and Italy, concludes that the 
current economic crisis more and more will be 
forcing the South-European jurisprudence to 
re-capture social rights from a moral rather 
than economic human rights point of view. The 
model of the judiciary and the tax risks of the 
Russian taxpayer associated with international 
tax optimization are the issues dealt with in 
the third article published in this ERPL issue. 
The fourth article aims to analyze the tendency 

towards convergence among the 
different European systems of 
administrative justice and focuses 
on the 2010-2012 reforms in Italy, 
introducing a new action to obtain 
the adoption of an act unlawfully 
denied by a public authority, the 
azione di adempimento. The section 
of Articles is concluded with an 
article studying the judicial powers of 

regulatory authorities in France and in the UK. 
Continuing with the section of Constitutional 
Law chronicles, developments in Slovakia 
and Ukraine are examined, whereas as far 
as Administrative Law is concerned, Austria, 
Ireland and Turkey are represented. The section 
of chronicles closes with the presentation of 
important developments in the Constitutional 
Jurisprudence of Belgium and of Portugal and in 
the jurisprudence of the Court of Justice of the 
EU. As is the case for every ERPL issue, reviews 
of books from recent important publications 
are included, with Austria and Ukraine being 
represented in this particular issue.

EUROPEAN REVIEW OF PUBLIC LAW
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■ Vol. 25_ 4/2013 (90)

Five articles - among which the 
contribution of EGPL members is 

evident - appear in this issue.  
The first article aims to show the parallel 
development of constitutional justice 
and electoral justice as necessary 
components of a democratic State and of 
advanced law, institutions foreseen in the 
Portuguese Constitution of 1976.  
In the second article, the US Supreme Court 
decision Citizens United v. FEC, that changed some 
of the basic premises for the regulation of election 
campaign financing in the US, is analyzed.  
The principle of horizontal subsidiarity as a new 
principle which seems to reintroduce public 
intervention to support and guarantee benefit 
entitlements in Italy is analyzed in the next article.  
Focusing on the right to health, the fourth article 
considers the influence of the European model on 

the national legal system and the effects of 
the difference between the Italian and the 
European model. In the final article in this 
ERPL issue, the use of the term “people” 
and the underlying legal controversies 
are discussed for the Constitutions of 
the USA, Germany and Spain. Also the 
EU development is analyzed as there is a 
tendency of emancipation from the national 
peoples. In the section of Constitutional Law 

chronicles, Armenia, Greece, Latvia, Poland, Serbia, 
and Spain are represented whereas Administrative 
Law developments in Germany, Finland, Latvia, 
Poland, Serbia and Spain are analyzed. In the section 
of Jurisprudence, a chronicle discusses the CJEU 
judgment of September 11, 2012 (OJ of the EU of 
November 17), answering fourteen preliminary 
questions raised by the Hellenic Supreme Court in 
connection with a river deviation project. The issue 
concludes by an Analytical Table of Contents of all 
four volumes of the year 2013 of the ERPL.

■ Vol. 26_1/2014 (91)

In this issue, are published the 
proceedings of the EGPL annual 

Conference, organized on September 13-
15, 2013, on “Public Law and Solidarity”.  
General reports by eminent legal 
scholars are included under the headings 
“General Introduction: Solidarity, A 
Political Issue”, “Solidarity as a Legal 
Concept”, and “Solidarity between Nations”. 
National reports follow, coming from Bulgaria, 
Denmark, Germany, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, 
Portugal, Serbia, Slovakia, and Spain. The authors of 
the national reports based their contributions either 
on a general questionnaire on “Public Law and 
Solidarity” or on a specific questionnaire on “Law 
and Solidarity between Riparian States” depending 

on the capacities of their countries. Both 
questionnaires are included in this ERPL 
issue.  A Case Study is then dealing with 
the concept of solidarity, whose dynamic 
character is best illustrated within the two 
international law regimes, namely human 
rights law and international watercourses 
law. The Conclusions identify the eight 
focus areas of the conference: the great 
interest regarding the topic (Solidarity and 

Public Law); its paradoxical character (solidarity 
conceived as a remedy to the crisis, but crisis of 
solidarity); the variety of the ideological foundations 
of solidarity; its different forms; solidarity between 
who?; the legally operating nature of the concept; 
can solidarity be global?; and finally, is solidarity 
good or bad?.  The Conclusions end with an 
optimistic note: solidarity is generally positive.

EUROPEAN REVIEW OF PUBLIC LAW
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■ Vol. 26_2/2014 (92)

This ERPL issue starts by the speech 
presented by Jean-Paul Costa, President 

of the International Institute of Human 
Rights and former President of the European 
Court of Human Rights, on the occasion 
of his award with the “Prix de la tolérance 
Marcel Rudloff” in March 2014.  
Six articles follow. The first study builds on 
the rereading of Weber that renders legitimization 
a complex process by associating legitimacy claims 
of different origins and intends to account for the 
movement by means of which arise new modes of 
legitimization in which the administration seeks to 
anchor its legitimacy directly in citizens.  
The second article maintains that in a globalized 
world, administrative decisions concerning an 
individual are likely to be determined not only by 
legal norms originating from the national legal order 
but also from international institutions or other non-
state actors and that the evaluation of the legitimacy 
of such intertwined decisions requires the detection 
of interfaces where contributions of different 
actors are endowed with binding force in another 
legal theory.  This article gives an overview of the 
circumstances under which such interfaces can be 
formed and develops a scheme which allows for the 
identification of such interfaces in the course of the 
coming into being of an administrative decision.  
The influence of interinstitutional agreements, 
concluded by the Council, the Parliament and 
the Commission, on the development of the 
European constitutional law but also the evolution 
of the EU administrative order, and their functions 
and problems in regard of institutional balance, 
democratic legitimacy and the knowledge regime are 
examined in the third article in this issue.  
The fourth article sets out a response to the 
question of what criteria should be followed when 

attributing criminal liability under 
administrative sanctioning Law, the 
question of which natural persons may 
administratively implicate the legal 
person, and what the requirements 
are for doing so. The right to live a 
free and dignified life laid down by 
the Italian Constitution, the European 
Social Charter and the EU Charter of 
Fundamental Rights entails the right 

to assistance in situations of need that anyone can 
experience in his life. This right, as applied more 
specifically in Italy, is examined in the fifth article 
of this ERPL issue. Last but not least, in the final 
article in this ERPL issue, it is maintained that in Italy, 
although cultural interventions are udertaken at the 
public power’s discretion, an active political action 
should be desirable also for the positive impact 
the offer of cultural services would have on both 
economy and employment, this being also examined 
concerning the EU legal system provisions.  
In the section of chronicles on Constitutional Law, 
the relevant developments in Cyprus, Denmark, 
Georgia, Italy and Russia are analyzed. The countries 
represented by chronicles of Administrative Law 
in this ERPL issue are France, the Netherlands 
and Russia. In the section of Jurisprudence, three 
chronicles analyze: first, the case law of the CJEU; 
second, two judgments of the Civil Service Tribunal 
(CST), which have not been appealed, concerning 
the contractual policy of the ECB and its disciplinary 
regime (BM cases) and a judgment of the GC, taken 
following an appeal against a judgment of the CST 
in the field of pensions (Heath case) and third, the 
French Constitutional Jurisprudence of the year 
2012. This ERPL issue is concluded by the Book 
Reviews Section, presenting and commenting on 
latest editions in France and Italy. In addition, reviews 
on books received by the EPLO are included in this 
section. 
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■ Vol. CIII, Giuliano Amato 
/ Michael Frendo / Giulio 
Napolitano (eds.), The 
Sovereign Debt Crisis and the 
New Boundaries of the State - 
EPLO Malta Meeting: 8-9 July 
2011

This volume of the European 
Public Law Series comprises the 

proceedings of the first of a series of 
EPLO Malta Meetings, successfully 
inaugurated in 2011. The meeting was 
held in July 2011 at The Palace, Valletta, 
Malta, under the auspices of Prof. 
Giuliano Amato, former Prime Minister 
of the Republic of Italy, and  
The Hon. Dr. Michael Frendo,  
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Parliament of Malta, and was 

■ Vol. CII, Krzysztof 
Wojtyczek (ed.), Public Law: 
Twenty Years After - The 
Public Law after 1989 from 
the Polish Perspective / Le 
Droit public: Vingt ans après - 
Le Droit public après 1989 du 
point de vue polonais

This is a work elaborated within 
the framework of a series of country 

books prepared on the occasion of the 20th 
anniversary of the European Group of Public 
Law, depicting the evolution of Public Law in 
countries represented in the EGPL. With this 
series, the EGPL wishes to offer each country 

represented within it the opportunity 
to present what its nationals members 
of the Group consider to be the 
most significant transformations or 
innovations that have taken place in 
their national legal system in the past 
20 years, from both an empirical and a 
doctrinal perspective.  
This publication encompasses 9 studies 
written by the young generation of 

Polish scholars and deals with selected issues 
considered as particularly important and 
interesting for the contemporary public law 
adopting a wider view of the different questions 
but always having in mind the 20 years of Poland’s 
democratic transition.

EUROPEAN PUBLIC LAW SERIES

■ Vol. CI, Violeta Beširević 
(ed.), Public Law in Serbia: 
Twenty Years After

This is a work elaborated within the 
framework of a series of country 

books prepared on the occasion of 
the 20th anniversary  of the European 
Group of Public Law, depicting the 
evolution of Public Law in countries represented 
in the EGPL. With this series, the EGPL wishes 
to offer each country represented within it 

the opportunity to present what its 
nationals members of the Group 
consider to be the most significant 
transformations or innovations that 
have taken place in their national legal 
system in the past 20 years, from both 
an empirical and a doctrinal perspective. 
This book on Public Law in Serbia aims 
to offer insights into the transition 

process (Part I), the separation of powers (Part II),  
the protection of rights and freedoms (Part III) and 
new challenges with public law flavors (Part IV). 
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EUROPEAN PUBLIC LAW SERIES

■ Vol. CV, Robert Andersen 
(sous la direction de), Le droit 
public en Belgique: Vingt ans 
après

This is a work elaborated within the 
framework of a series of country 

books prepared on the occasion of the 
20th anniversary of the European Group 
of Public Law, depicting the evolution of 
Public Law in countries represented in the EGPL. 
With this series, the EGPL wishes to offer each 
country represented within it the opportunity to 
present what its nationals members of the Group 

consider to be the most significant 
transformations or innovations that 
have taken place in their national legal 
system in the past 20 years, from both  
an empirical and a doctrinal 
perspective. This publication,  
edited by Prof. R. Andersen, President 
of the Belgian Conseil d’Etat, who 
also contributes with a paper on “La 
justice administrative à la croisée 

des chemins”, encompasses 7 studies written by 
eminent Belgian scholars and deals with Belgian 
public law not only during the last 20 years but 
also with its present and future.
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■ Vol. CIV, Public Law and the 
Judges / Le Droit public et les 
juges

The proceedings of the EGPL 
Conference 2011 on the theme 

“Public Law and the Judges” are 
published in this volume of the European 
Public Law Series. Within the framework 
of a General Introduction on “The Status 
of the Judge: Independence and Impartiality”, 
Professors Ph. Nélidoff, A. Gordillo and P. Nihoul 
present their general reports, whereas the 
theme of “Judicial Legitimacy - The Functions 
of the Judge” is treated by Sir Stephen Sedley 
and Prof. A.M. Guerra Martins, and the theme 
of “Judge-Made Law” is treated by Judge S. 
Papasavvas. National reports on “The Dialogue 
of the Judges: National Courts and European 

Courts” are included, coming from: 
Austria, Bulgaria, Denmark, Greece, 
Ireland, The Netherlands, Poland, 
Serbia, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden and 
Ukraine. A comparative perspective 
on the theme is provided by Prof. V. 
Kondylis, on the basis of the national 
reports and of a Questionnaire, which 
is also included in the publication in 
English. The General Conclusions are 

presented by Professor A. Reichman. In this same 
issue, are presented the speeches on the occasion 
of the Laudatio to Prof. S. Cassese (speeches by 
Professors G. della Cananea, E. Schmidt-Aßmann, 
L. Ortega, J.-B. Auby and Prof. S. Cassese’s 
Acknowledgements) and of the Laudatio to Prof. 
L. Martín-Retortillo (speeches by Professors M. P. 
Chiti, B. Pacteau, E. Malaret and Prof. L. Martín-
Retortillo’s Acknowledgements).

scientifically coordinated by Prof. Giulio 
Napolitano of the Roma Tre University.  This 
publication presents the views of politicians 
and of distinguished public law scholars on the 

theme of “The Sovereign Debt Crisis and the New 
Boundaries of the State”. National perspectives 
coming from Albania, Germany, Greece, Ireland 
and Turkey are also presented.
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■ Vol. CVIII, Domenico 
Siclari, The European Court 
of Auditors: The Effectiveness 
of Its Functions in the 
Present Financial Crisis

In the light of the repercussions 
of the global financial crisis on 

the States and the European legal 
system, it is appropriate to establish 

institutions able to analyze and 
control public finances. The book 
starts with a comparison between 
the audit models of the Eurozone; 
an analysis necessary in order to 
understand the role of the European 
Court of Auditors in the context of 
European public authorities and its 
progressive functional expansion 
since 1975. Specific attention is 

■ Vol. CVII, Public Law and 
the Economic Crisis / Le Droit 
public et la crise économique

In this EPLS volume, are published 
the proceedings of the annual 

Conference of the EGPL organized 
from the 14th to the 16th of September 
2012, on the subject “Public Law 
and the Economic Crisis”. Under the 
headings “General Introduction: Public Law, 
the Crises, the Current Crisis”, “Public Law and 
the Current Crisis: Institutional Arrangements 
and Instruments of Action”, and “Public 

Law and the Current Crisis: From 
Local Governments to the World”, 
several papers examine the theme 
thoroughly. National reports follow, 
coming from Albania, Bulgaria, Latvia, 
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, 
Slovakia, Spain, Sweden and Turkey. 
These are based on a Questionnaire 
elaborated on the theme of the 
Conference and included in this 

EPLS volume. A Case Study is then providing 
an overview of the global economic crisis and 
the Conclusions present the four different legal 
discourses arising from the economic crisis. 

EUROPEAN PUBLIC LAW SERIES

■ Vol. CVI, Sabino Cassese 
/ Luisa Torchia (eds), New 
Trends in Italian Public Law

This is a work elaborated within 
the framework of a series of 

country books prepared on the 
occasion of the 20th anniversary of 
the European Group of Public Law, 
depicting the evolution of Public Law 
in countries represented in the EGPL. 
With this series, the EGPL wishes to offer each 
country represented within it the opportunity to 
present what its nationals members of the Group 

consider to be the most significant 
transformations or innovations that 
have taken place in their national 
legal system in the past 20 years, 
from both an empirical and a doctrinal 
perspective. This publication, edited 
by Prof. Sabino Cassese, Judge at 
the Constitutional Court of the Italian 
Republic, and Prof. Luisa Torchia of the 
University of Roma Tre, encompasses 
10 studies written by eminent Italian 

scholars and aims to provide the reader with an 
overview of the Administrative Law and of the 
Public Administration in Italy.
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■ Vol. CX, Giuliano Amato 
/ Michael Frendo / Giulio 
Napolitano (eds.), The 
New Economic Governance 
of Europe - EPLO Malta 
Meeting: 20-21 July 2012 

This volume of the European 
Public Law Series comprises 

the proceedings of the second EPLO 
Malta Meeting, which was held in July 2012 at 
The Palace, Valletta, Malta, under the auspices 
of Prof. Giuliano Amato, former Prime Minister 
of the Republic of Italy, and The Hon. Dr. Michael 
Frendo, Speaker, House of Representatives,  

Parliament of Malta, and was 
scientifically coordinated by Prof. 
Giulio Napolitano of the Roma 
Tre University. This publication 
presents the views of politicians and 
distinguished public law scholars on 
the theme of “The New Economic 
Governance of Europe” in the light 
of the ongoing economic crisis and 
seen from different perspectives such 

as the connection of the economic governance 
of Europe with democratic legitimacy, with the 
banking sector and the fiscal union, the role 
and place of independent authorities to the 
development of such a governance etc.

EUROPEAN PUBLIC LAW SERIES

■ Vol. CIX, Vassilios 
Kondylis, Forms of 
Cooperation and Dialogue 
between National and 
European Judges

In the EU, both cooperation and 
direct and indirect dialogue between 

national and European judges is an 
ongoing process. This book focuses on 
the different forms of Dialogue of the Judges 
and of the National Courts and European 
Courts. First, some conceptual clarifications are 
necessary related to the notion of ‘dialogue’ and 

of ‘jurisdiction’. In Part I, are analyzed 
the forms of the direct dialogue of the 
judges and especially the nature and 
function of the preliminary rulings 
procedure. In Part II, are pointed out 
the forms of the indirect dialogue of 
the judges. Dr. Vassilios Kondylis is 
Assistant Professor at the Law School 
of the University of Athens. He is a 
Lawyer, member of the Athens Bar 

Association, Legal Counselor of the Hellenic 
Telecommunications and Post Commission 
(EETT) and Member of the Board of the Greek 
Atomic Energy Commission (GAEC).

reserved to the organizational aspects and 
guarantees. However, the focus is on the 
functional aspects of the Court that, under the 
Treaties, extend beyond the external audit, to 
the consultative function and the obligation of 
assistance to the European Parliament and the 
Council. The historical profile is accompanied 
by a reflection on the current state of the 

institutional relationships and coordination 
with the national institutions and by the 
possibility of granting additional functions to 
the Court. Domenico Siclari is a Researcher 
in Administrative Law at the University for 
Foreigners “Dante Alighieri” of Reggio Calabria, 
where he teaches Public Law. He is a Member of 
journals and master scientific committees.
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■ Vol. CXI, Public Law  
and Solidarity / Droit public 
et solidarité

In this EPLS volume, are published 
the proceedings of the annual 

Conference of the EGPL organized 
from the 13th to the 15th of September 
2013, on the subject “Public Law and 
Solidarity”. General reports by eminent 
legal scholars are included under the headings 
“General Introduction: Solidarity, A Political 
Issue”, “Solidarity as a Legal Concept”, and 
“Solidarity between Nations”.  National reports 
follow, coming from Bulgaria, Denmark, Germany, 
Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Portugal, Serbia, 
Slovakia, and Spain. The authors of the national 
reports based their contributions either on 
a general questionnaire on “Public Law and 
Solidarity” or on a specific questionnaire on 
“Law and Solidarity between Riparian States” 
depending on the capacities of their countries.  

Both questionnaires are included in 
this ERPL issue. A Case Study is then 
applying the concept of solidarity in 
an interdisciplinary manner within the 
international legal community. The 
dynamic character of solidarity is best 
illustrated within the two international 
law regimes, namely human rights 
law and international watercourses 
law, in the context of which solidarity 

is examined. The Conclusions identify the eight 
focus areas of the conference: the great interest 
regarding the topic (Solidarity and Public Law); 
its paradoxical character (solidarity conceived 
as a remedy to the crisis, but crisis of solidarity); 
the variety of the ideological foundations of 
solidarity; its different forms; solidarity between 
who?; the legally operating nature of the 
concept; can solidarity be global?; and finally, is 
solidarity good or bad?.  
The Conclusions end with an optimistic note: 
solidarity is generally positive.

■ Vol. CXII, Karina Aliz 
Lanfranco, The Relationship 
between Genetic Resources, 
Traditional Knowledge and 
Development

This book studies the legal 
treatment of the relationship 

between genetic resources, traditional 
knowledge and development. It 
establishes that the genetic resources of the 
countries that have been used for hundreds of 
years should be protected by the patent system.  
In this context, genetic resources are defined 
and historically summarized and the laws used 
in some developing countries and in some 

developed countries are explained. 
The legal treatment given under 
international agreements is also 
analyzed. The argument of the 
book is defended by examining 
the interrelation between national 
sovereignty and private property.  
The concept of sovereignty leads 
to the core of this book’s proposal: 
Legal measures should be taken in 

order to make sure that the exploitation of the 
genetic resources and of the traditional methods 
would lead neither to their extinction nor to their 
extraction from those who are dependent on 
them or need them most.  The book ends with 
a detailed presentation of and argumentation 
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■ Vol. CXIII, Theodoros 
Fouskas / Vassileios Tsevrenis 
(eds.), Contemporary 
Immigration in Greece

This book examines the immigration 
phenomenon which constitutes a 

major concern to modern societies like 
Greece. It is directly associated with 
a multitude of parameters affecting 
the reception societies, their institutions, and 
immigrants’ distinctiveness and particularities.  
The book explores theoretical and empirical 
approaches, analyzes the new policies and 
presents the latest researches in Greece, 
interrogating the relationship between 
immigration and immigration policy, institutional 
context of immigration and asylum management, 
work and employment, education, access to 
health care and social services, coexistence with 
the native population, formation of community 
associations and representation and judicial 
treatment and criminalization of immigrants.  
Contributors argue and suggest tangible solutions 
to imperative issues, explore current patterns and 
policies of immigration, while their contributions 

balance these and other conflicting 
concerns that require the substantive 
and expert discourse offered in 
this book. Focusing on the rational 
management of legal and illegal/
irregular migration flows and the 
pursuit of justice and maintenance 
of security, coupled with respect 
for fundamental human rights, the 
volume is a practical handbook 

for researchers and students, government 
institutions or agencies and those involved in the 
phenomenon of immigration and immigration 
policy. Dr. Theodoros Fouskas is a Lecturer at the 
Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, 
New York College (NYC) in Athens, Greece. He 
specializes in immigration, immigrant labor and 
immigrant community organizations. Dr. Vassileios 
Tsevrenis is a Lawyer in Athens, special scientific 
collaborator at Marangopoulos Foundation for 
Human Rights (MFHR), and member of the 
Scientific Committee of the Foundation of Greek 
Parliament. He specializes in the protection of 
social rights with a focus on specific issues of 
immigration policies and social policies for the 
management of poverty. 

on the author’s main thesis, which is, as already 
mentioned, to enforce a proper instrument 
of international law for the protection of 
genetic resources and, even more, to create 
an international organization with the sole 
or main aim to protect genetic resources and 
traditional knowledge. The author of this book, 
Dr. Karina Aliz Lanfranco, is a PhD holder of the 
Law School of the National and Kapodistrian 
University of Athens. This book was defended as 
PhD thesis before the relevant jury of the Athens 
University Law School on July 3, 2013. She is 

a Law graduate of the Pontificia Universidad 
Católica of Peru and holds a Master’s degree in 
Law and Economics of the Utrecht University, in 
the Netherlands. She has actively participated 
in the academic and scientific work of the 
European Public Law Organization. Her research 
is on the areas of genetic resources, traditional 
knowledge and development from a law and 
economics perspective. She teaches courses in 
corporate law at the Universidad Peruana de 
Ciencias Aplicadas (UPC) and she is sub-legal 
manager in a Peruvian company.
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■ No. 7: Kostas Fassoulis / 
Dimitris Kalogiannis, Managerial 
Globalization - New Public 
Management: The Context of 
Educational Management and 
Leadership

This study by Kostas Fassoulis, 
Associate Professor at the 

University of Athens, and Dimitris 
Kalogiannis, PhD Candidate, University of Athens, 
attempts to detect, record and analyze the ways 
globalization, and in particular its managerial 
dimension, influences national policies of public 
administration. It also seeks to uncover the 
rationale that permeates the changes in the 

administrative structure of education, 
to demonstrate the role of International 
Organizations, advisory networks and 
research groups in their diffusion, and 
to discern the new policy orientation 
for school leadership, its selection and 
training in the context of managerial 
globalization. The route of this study goes 
through the description and analysis 
of dominant discourse and influential 

position of the Anglo-Saxon paradigms both of New 
Public Management and Educational Management. 
The study concludes with the affirmation that 
education is being globalized while at the same 
time globalizes, among other things, educational 
leadership and its professional development.

■ No. 6: Ulrich Karpen, 
Migration and Human Rights: 
Challenges and Chances

This paper by Professor Dr. Ulrich 
Karpen (Law Faculty of the 

University of Hamburg, Germany) 
considers issues relating to migration 
and human rights, starting by the 
presentation of two case studies. The 
legal sources of protecting migrants and refugees 

are to be found on international, 
supranational/regional and nation 
states’ levels. It is hoped that this dense 
network of legal provisions may help 
to overcome the three highest barriers 
to integration, which are: acquisition 
of citizenship, better opportunities for 
political activities, more and better 
chances for a common and successful 
education, predominantly for children, 

wherever they come from.

The ERPL and its special series are committed to linguistic diversity 
and accept submissions in seven languages: 

English, French, Spanish, Russian, Portuguese, German and Italian
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ACADEMY OF EUROPEAN PUBLIC LAW SERIES

■ Academy of European 
Public Law Series - 7, Flavio 
Guella, La copertura delle 
leggi di spesa nel contesto 
della costituzionalizzazione 
dell’equilibrio di bilancio

The research concerns the recent 
constitutional amendment to 

Art. 81 of the Italian Constitution, 
with specific regard to the effects of the reform 
on the Parliamentary acts’ funding clauses. The 
2012 reform of Art. 81 both consolidates some 
Constitutional Court constructions on statutes’ 
fiscal clauses, as well as shatters some of the 
juridical foundations of the traditional approach 
to legislative financial coverage. Indeed, the 

historical analysis in the first part of 
the research underlines the synergy 
between the “formal” nature of the 
budget approved by the Parliament 
and the old interpretation of Art. 
81, c. 4; as a consequence, the 
conclusions underline how much the 
constitutional law  
n. 1/2012 - introducing a 
“substantive” budget - indirectly 

could affect also the traditional approach to 
statutes’ financial clauses.  
The author holds a PhD in European and 
comparative legal studies and is a post-doc 
scholar at the University of Trento, working 
mainly in the fields of regional law and public 
finance regulation. 

■ Academy of European Public 
Law Series - 8, P. M. Gyöngyi, 
Fundamental Principles of the 
European Union and Judicial 
Reforms in New Member 
States: Assessing Judicial 
Reforms in Hungary

Recently, the adoption of the new 
Hungarian Constitution and 

subsequent legislative changes concerning the 
organization of the judiciary triggered a critical 
international echo. In particular, the accordance 
of the new rules for judicial organization with 
the fundamental European principle of rule of 
law was questioned. Given this background, 
the present study assesses how the common 
European values enshrined in the Treaties 

could be translated into minimum 
standards to which EU Member 
States from Central and Eastern 
Europe are bound during their 
ongoing judicial reforms.  
The study discusses the possibilities 
of identifying common minimum 
standards for judicial organization 
by refining the liberal-democratic 
normative framework for judicial 

organization for new EU Member States and 
applying it to the context of Hungary.  
Within the analysis, special attention  
is paid to measures affecting case  
management. The author is a PhD candidate  
at the Legal Theory department of the  
School of Law of the Erasmus University in 
Rotterdam.

www.eplopublications.eu Readers can find information about EPLO 
publications and instantly buy them online
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A structural change has been carried out 
with regard to this publication, which, 
up to 2013, had been a special edition 

of the European Review of Public Law. With a 
view to reshaping this effort and to advancing 
even further its image and scientific input 
after the lapse of almost 15 years since the 
Central and Eastern European Legal Studies 
(CEELS) was launched, the CEELS has been 
reshaped first through the establishment of 
its own Board of Editors, composed by renown 
academics from countries of the Central 
and Eastern Europe as well as from Western 

European countries, all of them specialized in 
this area. The aim is to give the opportunity 
to academics coming from CEE countries 
and also to academics from other countries 
specializing in this field to come together and 
exchange views on public law issues of these 
countries. This is a publication appearing 
twice a year and, in order to expand to a 
wide circle of readers, articles are accepted 
in English, French, Russian, German, Italian 
as well as in the native languages of authors 
coming from CEE countries (including the 
Turkish and Greek languages).

■ Central and Eastern European 
Legal Studies, 1/2013

I n the first issue of this periodical 
publication, Central and Eastern 

European Legal Studies, 1/2013, the 
readers can find papers analyzing 
several aspects of public law in 
CEE countries such as the Czech 
Republic, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, 
Slovakia, Ukraine. The first article is devoted to 
the study of the evolution of membership criteria 
in the Council of Europe since the creation of 
the Organization until today. The next article 
deals with the idea of regulating or limiting the 
outburst of violent conflict with the enemy by 
trying to answer the question of why not to use 
all available means against the opponent in 
wartime.  
Another article is dealing with the initiation of a 
case in the Constitutional Court in the Republic 
of Latvia, analyzing the practice followed 
by the Court. The next article describes the 
contemporary criminal policy of Ukraine which 
is significantly influenced by global trends 
towards the humanization of criminal liability 

and the protection of rights in the 
sphere of criminal law application. The 
reader can then find a paper dealing 
with the apprehension of persons 
in three young Member States - the 
Slovak Republic, the Czech Republic 
and Poland, as well as a paper on 
the legislation of public security 
in Ukraine, analyzing the current 
legislation and judicial literature and 

making proposals to this end. Another article 
examines the development of the supervision of 
the financial market in the Republic of Lithuania 
in its constitutional context whereas the 
following article deals with the corporate income 
tax base and rules of income and expenses, 
based on the systemic review of the Republic 
of Lithuania Law on corporate income tax, 
Business accounting standards and Tax dispute 
settlement institutions case law. The last article 
published in this first issue of the CEELS gives 
an overview of the basic legal regulation of the 
three types of environmental reponsibility in 
Lithuania (administrative responsibility, criminal 
responsibility and civil liability) and describes the 
major problems in this field. 
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■ Central and Eastern European 
Legal Studies, 2/2013

In the second issue of the Central 
and Eastern European Legal Studies, 

2/2013, the countries represented are 
Armenia, the Czech Republic, Greece, 
Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia and 
Ukraine. The first article is devoted 
to the study of one of the most 
important innovations of the Lisbon Treaty, the 
European Citizens’ Initiative, and the adoption of 
the Regulation on the Citizens’ Initiative, analyzing 
the developments in the decision-making process 
on the adoption of the latter while outlining 
the role of the financial support in determining 
the success of the former. The second paper 
examines the relationship between EU law and 
the Constitution of the Slovak Republic and the 
way of its subordination to EU law even in cases 
where such attitude is harming the enforcement of 
the Constitution. The purpose of the third article 
included in this CEELS number is to analyze the 
institution of the Ombudsman that successfully 
functions in the Republic of Armenia, while 
showing the importance of the Ombudsman, 
revealing the characteristics of the activities of 
Ombudsmen from different countries, presenting 
the particularities of the legislative regulation 
of the Ombudsman in the Republic of Armenia 
and the positive and negative aspects of this 
regulation as well as the legislative reforms that 
could help in improving the institution’s work. 
The next paper deals with the institute of public 

hearings in Slovakia and in the 
Czech Republic, as a tool for 
the involvement of the public in 
decision-making in public affairs. 
Another article analyzes the 
extent of transposition of the 
right to counsel requirements 
into the Czech and Slovak 
legislation on administrative 
sanctioning, including also the 

study of the current case law of both the ECtHR 
and the national instances of these two countries. 
The legislation on environmental protection 
and the respective legislative and enforcement 
problems in the Republic of Armenia as well as 
the European experience in this field and the 
prospects for solving the problem of environmental 
protection are discussed in the next article. The 
environmental protection is the theme of the next 
paper as well, which comes from the Republic of 
Lithuania, focusing on the question of the financing 
of environmental protection measures at the local 
level in this country. Another article studies the 
origin, evolution and formation of the definition 
of bioethics in the global scientific thought 
from Antiquity to the present and examines the 
interpretation of the term “bioethics” by scientists 
from different countries, including Russia, Ukraine, 
Western Europe countries and the USA. Finally, a 
paper discusses the issue of social participation 
in the Greek educational system by presenting 
the legislative initiatives and the structure of the 
education in Greece, from the point of view of 
bodies of social participation.

163



EPLO / PUBLICATIONS

164 ACTIVITY REPORT 2015

CENTRAL & EASTERN EUROPEAN LEGAL STUDIES

■ Central and Eastern European 
Legal Studies, 1/2014

In the first number of the year 
2014 of the Central and Eastern 

European Legal Studies, 1/2014, 
the countries represented are 
Georgia, Lithuania, Poland, Turkey 
and Ukraine. The first article, 
coming from Ukraine, deals with 
the concept of protective intervention for 
the protection of cultural property which 
is analyzed from different points of view: 
State immunity, contemporary doctrinal 
and practical approaches to the subjective 
composition of international law, responsibility 
to protect doctrine, responsibility while 
protecting doctrine, etc. 
The second paper, also coming from Ukraine, 
analyzes European Development Aid Law 
as a body of legal rules that regulate the 
EU financing of external aid provided to the 
developing countries and argues that the 
legal acts comprising the sources of European 
Development Aid Law could be systematized 
by grouping into: primary legislation, 
international agreements and secondary 
legislation, identifying the legal acts that 
compose each group. The purpose of the third 
article included in this CEELS number is to 
examine the regional governance of Turkey 
and to identify the adjustments conducive to 
the financial management of municipalities 
during the EU accession process of Turkey. 
The next paper presents the current state of 
public administration in Georgia within the 
framework of legislation, practice, ongoing 

reforms and demonstrates 
the role of the modern 
model of Civil Society as 
an essential element for 
establishing a democratic 
state and good governance. 
It describes the way towards 
modernization of the public 
administration in Georgia 
and gives wide analytical 

approaches for understanding the challenges 
of the current reforms. Another article aims 
to present the selected solutions adopted 
in Polish law regarding the Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) by examining four 
issues: legal provisions; the administrative 
authority competent to carry out the EIA; 
advisory institutions; and public participation 
in the procedure. The concept of taxes in the 
Republic of Lithuania is the subject treated in 
the next paper: A distinct legal interpretation 
of the concept is first given while the analysis 
is based on the review of the provisions of the 
Law on Tax Administration, the doctrine of the 
Constitutional Court, etc. and on the study of 
the general features of the taxes. 
Finally, a paper examines the administrative 
legal regulation in the field of copyright 
protection, carried out by the internal affairs 
bodies in Ukraine. The author analyzes the 
administrative legal mechanism of copyright 
protection and the legislation which regulates 
such relationship in Ukraine whereas special 
focus is given to the analysis of the current 
problem of copyright piracy and to searching 
the ways of reformation of the Ukrainian 
legislation.

www.eplopublications.eu Readers can find information about EPLO 
publications and instantly buy them online
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■ Sotiris Varouxakis, 
The Diplomacy of the 
Mediterranean

The relations between 
the European states and 

the countries around the 
Mediterranean have been difficult 
throughout history, nevertheless 
of crucial importance for both sides. Trade 
relations, multiple exchanges, cultural 
influences, but also conflicts, wars and 
alliances were the main characteristics of 
the historical process.  
Against this background, during the last two 
decades, politicians and diplomats from both 
sides understood that a new modus vivendi 
in their relations was necessary, in order to 
reach solutions on many problems.  
In fact, everybody felt that a common effort 

was needed, aiming at the creation 
of a framework for discussion and  
cooperation between countries  
and peoples who had, at the same 
time, many common interests,  
but also many differences and 
rivalries.  
This book tries to present, describe 
and analyze these efforts and 

the ‘behind the scenes’ actions whose goal 
was to create an institutional framework 
- capable of guaranteeing peace, stability, 
security and prosperity for all the peoples of 
the Mediterranean. The author, Ambassador 
Sotiris Varouxakis, has personally 
participated in the greater part of this 
journey, representing Greece in the Senior 
Officials Meetings. He was elected, in 2011, as 
Deputy Secretary General in the Secretariat 
of the Union for the Mediterranean.

■ Athens Dialogue  
on a Middle East Zone Free  
of Nuclear and Other Weapons 
of Mass Destruction as well 
as Their Means of Delivery 
(WMDFZ)

A major Report on establishing 
the Middle East as a zone 

free of weapons of mass destruction has 
been published by La Trobe University 
Centre for Dialogue and the European 
Public Law Organization. Written in four 
languages (English, Hebrew, Farsi and 
Arabic), the report carries a foreword by 
Judge Christopher Weeramantry, former 
Vice-President of the International Court 
of Justice. The Athens Dialogue brought 

together Israeli, Palestinian, Arab, 
Iranian and other Middle Eastern 
civil society leaders, former 
diplomats, and some diplomatic 
representatives. Proposals 
emerging out of the Dialogue 
included the establishment of a 
UN Regional Centre for Peace and 
Security to match similar centers in 

other conflict-prone regions of the world, new 
confidence-building measures to promote 
Middle East denuclearization, new regional 
structures to pursue such denuclearization 
and new civil society initiatives to encourage 
Middle Eastern governments to pursue 
negotiations. The full text of the book can be 
found at the La Trobe University’s and the 
EPLO’s websites.
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■ Nikos Scandamis / Kosmas 
Boskovits, Rival Securities in 
Europe and Beyond

Liberty and security form a 
highly ambiguous conceptual 

pairing whose internal tension 
has never ceased to increase, in 
particular within the borderless 
societies of a world driven globally 
but still operating in institutional fragments. 
This is a tension understood and treated 
differently according to various normative 
horizons which interconnect at different 
levels, national, transnational or global. The 
European paradigm reveals its novelty by 
integrating people while marking their trace 
as plural; it favors a precarious symbiosis 
as a result of this continuous creation of 
liberties, which proves more and more 
difficult to manage.  
Delineating and safeguarding liberties as 
reassessed and reordered transnationally 
implies new schemes of powers holding 
together the body politic and the citizen. 
Diverse conceptions of liberty and security 
come to light, as political and legal claims 
have to compete within horizontal patterns 
of governance instituted by the European 
Union, parallel and in opposition to the 

vertical patterns of government 
still dominating its Member States. 
The tension, already latent in 
balancing Liberty and Security, 
becomes exacerbated: Liberty is 
enhanced by security of person but 
diminished by security of state.  
This balance is subjected 
to differentiated modes of 
governance, which the relevant 

legal orders construct, through particular 
sets of rules, as shifting institutional 
enclosures responding to their internal 
principles: Making such discrepancies 
governable becomes a vital issue for  
the individuals and their status in the 
modern world.  
Nikos Scandamis is Professor emeritus 
at the University of Athens, international 
lawyer and former Director at the European 
Commission.  
Kosmas Boskovits (Docteur en Droit, 
Strasbourg) is Deputy Legal Counselor at the 
Hellenic Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  
They both steered the research team  
of the University of Athens (Faculty of Law) 
for two major research programs  
on Liberty and Security launched by 
the European Commission (ELISE and 
CHALLENGE). 

■ Laudationes: Prof. Sabino 
Cassese - Prof. Lorenzo 
Martín-Retortillo

A special edition of the 
speeches on the occasion of 

the Laudatio to Prof. S. Cassese 
(speeches by Professors G. della 
Cananea, E. Schmidt-Aßmann, L. 
Ortega, J.-B. Auby and Prof. S. 

Cassese’s Acknowledgements) and 
of the Laudatio  to Prof. L. Martín-
Retortillo (speeches by Professors 
M. P. Chiti, B. Pacteau, E. Malaret 
and Prof. L. Martín-Retortillo’s 
Acknowledgements) has appeared, 
edited by the Editions Department 
of the European Public Law 
Organization and kindly offered by 
Sakkoulas Publications S.A.

STAND-ALONE PUBLICATIONS     
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Our Library
reaches the number of 33,000 

volumes on Public Law
With a catalogue of over 33,000 volumes on Public Law, and the related 
fields of international, comparative and EU law, as well as Human Rights, 

the EPLO’s European Public Law Library is, today, one of the largest 
specialized academic law libraries in Europe.  Its corpora 

on national law cover over 50 countries worldwide.

EPLO / LIBRARY

Since its founding, in 1995, the Library has 
been constantly expanding its collection and 

updating its information systems to keep up with 
the latest developments in law and advance the 
study and research experience. With the aim of 

providing the highest level and range of scholarly 
resources, the Library holds collections, in printed 
and electronic form, in more than 13 languages 
(English, French, German, Italian, Greek, Arabic, 
Czech, Romanian, Russian, Spanish, Thai, Turkish, 
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Ukrainian). In addition to the extensive collection 
of periodicals, which enumerates more than 70 
titles, the European Public Law Organization has 
developed and maintains the journal exchange 
program between the “European Review of 
Public Law” and prestigious legal journals.  
The Library journal collection includes:  
Quaderni Costituzionali (Italy), Revue de droit 
Monégasque (Monaco), University Law Journal 
(Ukraine), Juridica International (Estonia), 
Arhiv za pravne i drustvene nauke, Pravni 
Zapisi (Serbia), Buletin Stiintific (Romania), 
Revue française d’administration publique 
(France), European Constitutional Law Review 
(The Netherlands) Journal of International and 
Comparative Law, University of Pittsburg Law 
Review, Chicago-Kent Lew Review (USA), and 
many other journals.
On a regular basis the Library receives the 
updates from the Court of Justice of the 
European Union (in English and Greek), the 
Council of Europe Human Right Information 
Bulletin (in English and French) and the 

nformation Note on the Court’s case-law (in 
English and French) from the European Court of 
Human Rights.
A unique library comprised of theses of 150 PhD 
candidates completes the collection.
The Library receives legal texts and publications 
for review from Publishers such as: Cambridge 
University Press, Oxford University Press, Hart 
Publishing, Ashgate Publishing, Bruylant, Larcier, 
Duncker & Humblot, C.H. Beck, Kohlhammer, 
Nomos, Intersentia Kluwer Law, Dalloz, L.G.D.J. 
Springer, Tecnos Dykinson, il Mulino, Giuffré, 
CEDAM, Staempfli, C.F. Müller, Mohr Siebeck, and 
many other worldwide.
The Library welcomes and constantly receives 
thematic literature donations in various 
languages both from individuals and institutions.
Last year, the Library’s electronic catalogue was 
updated with over 10.000 individual books and 
periodicals including all specialized legal texts 
on public law, international law, human rights, 
comparative law, as well as the national law of 
over 50 countries.
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Our Headquarters

EPLO / LOCATIONS / BRANCHES AND REGIONAL OFFICES

In the center of Athens, Greece
The headquarters of the EPLO are located at 
the heart of the City of Athens, in the area of 
Kolonaki. They are organized into the Executive 
Office of the Director, the Office of Legal 
Affairs and General Counsel and the Editions 
Department. The headquarters were inaugurated 
on 3 November 1997 by Mr. Constantinos 
Stefanopoulos, then President of the Hellenic 
Republic. The headquarters building is of 
neoclassical architecture and has three floors. 
Its facilities include a small-scale conference 
room where many events are held including the 
international lecture series. 
The EPLO will enlarge its headquarters by a new 
location in Athens at the foot of the Acropolis 
where it has acquired a beautiful building in 
the reputed area of Plaka, amidst the ancient 
columns and monuments, at the entrance of the 
Roman Agora. The historical building was built 
even before the formation of the Greek state and 
started to be renovated in 2011. It is expected to 
be functional in the first months of 2015 and will 
host, apart from offices for the administration, 
spacious conference and event facilities.

In Legraina, Sounion, Greece
The EPLO has premises in the area of Legraina 

in Sounion, Greece. The premises are situated 
on the bay of Cape Sounion, one of the most 
reputed provinces of Greece, overlooking the 
Aegean Sea, and the majority of the EPLO staff 
is stationed here.  Standing on a plot of 32.500 
square meters, the premises were designed with 
the aim of offering a working environment that 
promotes study and research activities, as well as 
an environmentally conscious and healthy lifestyle 
among the EPLO employees and its visitors. The 
facilities include a large scale conference hall with 
a capacity of 500 people  
and equipped with a simultaneous interpretation 
system of four languages, four seminar 
rooms with a capacity of 70 people each, 
accommodation facilities including a guesthouse 
of thirteen double rooms and two suites, an open-
air theater, a basketball court, a tennis court, a 
volleyball court, as well as an extensive garden of 
almost 30.000 square meters.
In addition, the facilities include the European 
Public Law Library with over 30.000 volumes on 
public law, and the related field of international, 
comparative and EU law, as well as Human 
Rights. The Sounion premises were inaugurated 
on 28 November 2003 by Mr. Constantinos 
Stefanopoulos, then President of the Hellenic 
Republic.
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The building in the center of Athens  
(Kolonaki area) also includes a conference room  
for meetings, seminars and international lectures. 

Kolonaki/Athens

The premises in Legraina, near Sounion, Greece. 
The facilities include four seminar rooms and 
a large conference hall with a capacity of 500 
people, library, accommodation building, open 
air theater and gardens with basketball, tennis  
and volleyball courts. 

Legraina/Sounion

HeadquartersH
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A new 
EPLO branch 
in Yerevan, Armenia
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A new EPLO branch was inaugurated in 
Yerevan, Armenia on December 2014 by 

Prof. Spyridon Flogaitis, EPLO Director and 
President of the Board of Directors. During the 
opening ceremony, Prof. Flogaitis noted to the 
local media that “the EPLO is ready to develop 
its activities by means of its branch in Armenia. 
The Organization has repeatedly invited the 
member - states to undertake the initiative at 
the local and regional levels to promote the 
development of public law”.  
According to Mr. Flogaitis, the EPLO Armenia 
branch will be efficiently managed by people 
with extensive experience and a clear idea of 
what our Organization is willing to develop in 
the member - states and in the world. “Yerevan 
branch will increase the Organization’s presence 
and influence on the entire region”, he said. 
Armenia’s official representative in the EPLO, 
Mr. Grigor Minasyan noted that Armenia has 
been making great efforts to integrate into 

the European law system since it gained 
independence. “EPLO is a serious international 
organization with a number of member states 
and dozens of globally recognized universities 
and other academic institutions. As a result 
of long-term efforts by Prof. Flogaitis and the 
EPLO, we can say that today the first and the 
only branch in the region is opening in Armenia,” 
Mr. Minasyan said. “The integration processes 
have enabled Armenian lawyers to become 
full members of the European law community. 
The branch will enable our young lawyers, law 
students and post-graduate students to attend 
retraining courses at leading higher schools and 
European and international conferences,” he 
emphasized. The branch in Yerevan is the 4th of 
the EPLO around the world. The Organization 
also maintains 8 regional offices in various cities 
of Europe, Asia and America. Armenia is one 
of the 14 countries members of the EPLO and 
joined the Organization in 2011.

Prof. Spyridon Flogaitis, EPLO Director and Mr. 
Grigor Minasyan, Armenia’s official representative in 
the EPLO, during the ribbon cutting ceremony.

The library room of the branch  
with all new publications of the EPLO.
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Prof. Spyridon Flogaitis at the 
ribbon cutting ceremony for 
the new Branch of the EPLO in 
Bucharest, Romania.

Bucharest, Romania

More specifically: the first 
Branch, which used to be 
a Regional Office of the 
Organization, is located in 
Romania with headquarters 
in Bucharest, at the premises 
of the National School of 
Political Science and Public 
Administration (NSPSPA). 
The late Prof. Lucica Matei 
was appointed to be the first 
Director of the Branch. The 
Branch bears the name of the 
late Professor Jean Rivero, who 
was a founding member of the 
European Group of Public Law.  
In the academic year 2010-
2011, the Lecture Series on 
European Public Law involving 
the organization of lectures 
given by members of the 
European Group of Public Law 
was implemented in the EPLO 
Branch at the NSPSPA. See 
Bucharest Lecture Series.

Crete, Greece

The third Branch used to be 
a local office of the EPLO in 
the city of Chania, Crete, and 
has now been established 
formally as a Branch of the 
Organization in order to 
promote the EPLO and its 
activities in the heart of the 
Euro-Mediterranean region. 
Prof. Theodore Fortsakis, 
President of the Law Faculty 
of the University of Athens, 
has been appointed as its first 
Director.

Yerevan,  Armenia

In December 2013, EPLO 
established a Branch in 
Yerevan, Armenia, whose 
Director is Mr. Grigor 
Minasyan, the Representative 
of the Republic of Armenia in 
the EPLO Board of Directors. 
It is envisaged to officially 
inaugurate the Branch in the 
second half of 2014.

Chisinau, Moldova

The second Branch is located 
in Moldova with headquarters 
in Chisinau, at the premises 
of the University of European 
Political and Economic Studies 
(USPEE). Ms. Iryna Zhenchak 
was seconded from the Office of 
Planning, Budget and Accounts-
Controller (OPBAC) to continue 
her service for one year at this 
Branch and was appointed as 
its first Director, where she 
represented the EPLO, supported 
all EPLO-USPEE activities and 
EPLO projects in Moldova, and 
looked for new opportunities for 
EPLO and USPEE in Moldova and 
the region.

BranchesB
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EPLO / LOCATIONS / REGIONAL OFFICES

Brussels, Belgium
Mr. Panos Gredis is the Representative 
of the Regional Office of the EPLO  

in Brussels. He participates in meetings that are 
organized in the framework of EPLO projects  
and initiatives which take place in Brussels 
(EUNIDA and others), and represents the 
Organization. At the same time, he supports 
proposals and the project work of the Organization 
by providing advice and recommendations on 
the exploration and early identification of new 
opportunities, programs and initiatives funded by 
EU bodies and others being of interest  
for the EPLO and following up the proposals  
that the EPLO has submitted to the EC for funding. 
Mr. Gredis also builds and cultivates direct links  
and relations with key Directorates, Units, Desk 
Officers, etc. of the EC, including EU delegations, 
as well as with potential partners and clients 
(institutions, NGOs, IOs, companies, etc.), 
particularly those with offices in Brussels,  
in order to develop bilateral cooperation and 
agreements. 

Brčko, Bosnia  
and Herzegovina
The Regional Office is located at the 

Brčko National School of Public Administration 
(BNSPA) in Brčko, Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH), 
where Ms. Tatjana Jankovic, Head of Administrative 
Services of BNSPA, is the local Representative of the 
EPLO. The Regional Office in Brčko fully supports all 
efforts of the BNSPA as an agency of the EPLO.

Mariupol, Ukraine
One of the two Regional Offices of 
the EPLO in Ukraine is located in 

Mariupol, where it is hosted at the Mariupol 
State University. As Head of the Office,  
Prof. G. Voloshin signs as responsible,  
supported by Mr. Mykola Trofymenko.  
In its constant efforts to share knowledge, the 
EPLO participated in teaching in the Mariupol 
State University Summer School Academy 
courses of European Law and Competition 
Law in July 2011. In this context, Mr. Ioannis 
Voudouris of the EPLO, gave a lecture on 
“Contemporary legal issues concerning the 
development and the enlargement of the 
European Union Law”. 

León, Nicaragua
In December 2010, the EPLO increased 
its academic capital in Latin America 

Apart from the four Branches, the EPLO maintains eight Regional
Offices worldwide, supporting the Headquarters of the EPLO
in its constant effort to create and disseminate knowledge in the 

area of public law and promote European values through public law around 
the world. All Regional Offices support the project work and the proposals of 
the EPLO by giving the respective scientific input. Each Regional Office is 
equipped with a full set of the EPLO editions.
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by inaugurating a second, new Regional Office 
in Nicaragua, which is hosted at the Universidad 
Nacional Autónoma de Nicaragua (UNAN) in 
León. Mrs. Maria Zozonaki was appointed as EPLO 
Representative in Nicaragua and supports the 
efforts of the Organization to develop and extend its 
work in Nicaragua and the neighboring countries.

Mexico City, Mexico
The first Regional Office of the EPLO in 
Latin America is located in Mexico City 

and hosted at the Universidad Nacional Autónoma 
de Mexico-Capítulo Mexicano (UNAM),  
where the EPLO has received the kind support  
of Prof. Jorge Fernández Ruiz as Head of 
the Office. It is an honor for the EPLO to be 
considered as co-organizer of the conference on 
administrative law which is organized by UNAM on 
an annual basis.

Odessa, Ukraine
The second Regional Office of the EPLO 
in Ukraine is located in Odessa and  

hosted at the National University “Odessa Law 
Academy”. Prof. V. Tulyakov has been assigned 
as Head of the Office, supported by Prof. Vadim 
Barskyy.  

The Lecture Series on European Public Law 
involving the organization of lectures given by 
members of the European Group of Public Law  
has also been implemented in the Regional  
Office in Odessa. Six lectures were given in the 
years 2010 and 2011 by esteemed personalities 
such as Prof. J. Bacelar Gouveia, Mr. G. de Vel, Prof. 
R. Toniatti, Prof. J. Morison and Prof. B. Mathieu.

Skalica, Slovakia
Our newest Regional Office, 
inaugurated on 20 April 2012, is hosted 

in the Skalica City Hall and is the first Office of the 
Organization in Central Europe. 
The EPLO has been present in Slovakia since May 
2011, when the University of Central Europe in 
Skalica became the 52nd University/Institution to 
join the EPLO Board of Directors.

Tehran, Iran
The Regional Office in Iran is located 
in Tehran and hosted by the Shahid 

Beheshti University, member of the EPLO 
Board of Directors. The Head of the Office is Dr. 
Mohammad Ghari Seyed Fatemi.  The EPLO has 
resumed dialogue on the possible development 
of joint educational activities in the future.

Regional OfficesOR
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Every year since 1994,  
the European Group of Public Law (EGPL), the European 

Scientific Council of the European Public Law Organization 
(EPLO), awards with a “Thesis Prize” the best doctoral or 

postdoctoral public law thesis characterized by its European 
dimension. The winner, selected by an ad hoc Committee of 
the European Group of Public Law, is invited to present his/
her ideas and thoughts expressed in the thesis at the EGPL 

Annual Reunion (every September in Greece), while an 
article based on his/her thesis is published in the “European 

Review of Public Law”.

 

For submission information  
and deadlines please contact:

Secretariat - Thesis Prize
European Public Law Organization

64 km Athens-Sounion Ave.,  
Legraina GR, 19500
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